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This  History  has  l>een  prepared  and  is  published  at  the  request 
of  the  older  mesmbers  of  the  church.  Some  of  them  have  been 
acquainted  with  all  its  pastors  and  with  all  who  have  ever  belonged 
to  the  church.  The  facts  stated  have  been  gathered  from  the 
record  books  of  the  church  and  the  society,  the  Autobiography  of 
Henry  Kendall,  the  minutes  of  associations  and  conventions,  and 
the  conversation  of  aged  people. 


A  Historical  Discourse, 


EVENTY  years  ago  the  only  church  in  this  town  was  that  of 
the  standing  order  known  as  the  Congregationalist;  the  di- 
vision in  that  denomination  had  not  then  occurred.  The 
pastor  of  the  church,  Rev.  Jonathan  Whittaker,  preached  in 
the  clearest  and  most  unequivocal  terms  the  opinions  held  by  that 
party  afterwards  known  as  the  Unitarian,  and  many  of  his  con- 
gregation accepted  his  views  of  doctrine.  But  there  were  some 
who  believed  jn  "the  Divinity  of  Christ  and  salvation  by  him  alone. 
They  were  dissatisfied  with  the  preaching  of  their  pastor,  and  made 
repeated  efforts  to  obtain  occasional  preaching  by  ministers  who 
belonged  to  the  evangelical  party  of  the  denomination.  But  in 
this  effort  they  failed.  Nor  is  it  strange;  for,  almost  as  incredible 
as  it  may  now  seem  (when  there  are  so  many  evangelical  churches 
about  us),  there  was  scarcely  a  pastor  of  any  of  the  old  churches  in 
this  region  who  believed  in  the  necessity  of  a  change  of  heart,  or 
in  what  is  termed  regeneration.  So  I  have  been  told  by  aged  peo- 
ple who  were  then  living,  and  an  examination  of  the  religious  his- 
tory of  this  and  adjoining  towns  establishes  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment. Failing  to  obtain  a  preacher  of  their  own  denomination, 
they  secured  the  services  of  the  Rev.  William  Gammell,  then  pas- 
tor of  the  Baptist  church  in  Medfield.  It  is  said  that  he  came  with 
the  understanding  that  he  was  to  avoid  all  allusion  even  to  his  de- 
nominational views. 

The  two  men  who  were  the  most  determined  to  prevent  the  in- 
troduction of  Baptist  sentiments  into  this  town,  were  Leavitt  Hew- 
ins  and  Joshua  Whittemore,  Sr.,  but  in  the  Providence  of  God 
they  were  the  first  to  accept  and  publish  them.  Mr.  Hewins  fre- 
quently entertained  at  his  house,  Caleb  Atherton,  a  blind  man. 
Mr.  Atherton,  accompanied  by  a  boy,  earned  his  living  by  peddling 
in  the  towns  in  this  vicinity.  His  home  was  in  East  Foxboro, 
about  one  mile  from  where  the  railroad  depot  now  stands.  He  and 
his  wife  were  members  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Taunton.  They 
were  devoted  and  self-denying  Christians.  They  often  walked  on 
the  Sabbath  to  Taunton,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles,  and  returned 
the  same  day.    It  is  not  strange  that  he  and  Mr.  Hewins,  both  ear- 
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nest  Christians,  spent  much  of  their  time  when  together  in  religious 
conversation,  or  that,  as  they  became  intimate,  they  began  to  dis- 
cuss iheir  denominational  differences.  One  day  Mr.  Atherton  ask- 
ed his  friend  to  give  him  some  scripture  proof  of  his  views  of  the 
ordinances  of  the  Gospel.  He  replied  to  the  effect  that  the  Bible 
was  full  of  them,  but  that  he  could  not  quote  any  just  then.  He 
promised  that  he  vvould  have  them  ready  at  the  next  visit.  Ac- 
cordingly he  diligently  searched  the  scriptures  for  several  weeks, 
but  to  his  surprise  he  found  no  warrant  for  regarding  the  sprink- 
ling of  adults  or  infants  as  baptism,  or  for  infant  church  member- 
ship. At  once  he  thought  of  those  in  the  church  who  like  him  be- 
lieved in  salvation  by  Christ.  The  very  idea  of  leaving  them  was 
painful  in  the  extreme,  yet  he  felt  that  with  the  degree  of  light  and 
knowledge  God  had  just  given  him,  it  would  not  be  right  for  him 
to  continue  a  member  of  the  church.  Mr.  Gamniell  had  then 
preached  here  but  twice.  Previous  to  his  arrival  at  the  third  meet- 
ing, Mr.  He  wins  took  his  friend  Mr.  Whittemore  aside,  and  while 
the  tears  coursed  down  his  cheeks  he  told  him  with  trembling  voice 
of  the  change  that  had  taken  place  in  his  views.  He  spoke  of  the 
great  happiness  they  had  enjoyed  in  their  church  relations,  and  of  his 
fear  that  this  must  soon  terminate.  Imagine  his  surprise  when  his 
friend,  in  reply,  told  him  that  he,  after  prayerfully^  searching  the 
scriptures,  ha  I  come  to  the  same  conclusion.  Neither  of  the  men 
seemed  at  this  time  to  have  fully  decided  as  to  their  future  course 
of  action;  for  not  long  after  this  conversation  they  together  visited 
Mr.  Gammell  at  Medfield,  and  asked  his  advice.  He  did  not  say 
to  them,  become  Baptists.  "He  charged  them  solemnly  to  study 
the  Bible,  and  as  they  valued  the  favor  of  God  to  abide  by  its  de- 
cisions."   (Tilden's  History  of  Medfield  Church,  Page  20.) 

Mr.  Gammell  was  a  man  of  far  more  than  ordinary  natural 
ability.  His  personal  appearance  was  both  commanding  and  pre- 
possessing, calculated  to  win  the  favor  and  respect  of  his  hearers. 
He  was  a  fluent  speaker  and  graceful  orator.  Naturally  courageous 
and  self-possessed,  he  preached  the  truth  with  great  plainness  and 
eloquence.  He  was  a  most  decided  advocate  of  religious  liberty 
and  freedom  of  conscience,  which  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  then 
denied.  Upon  Thanksgiving  and  Fast  days,  large  congregations 
gathered  to  hear  his  sermons  upon  these  and  kindred  themes.  He 
was  a  man  of  great  industry.  Besides  his  regular  work  in  Med- 
field, he  preached  occasionally  in  Canton,  Dedham,  Dover,  Med- 
way,  Needham,  Sherborn,  Walpole  and  Wrentham.  In  all  these 
towns  his  preaching  was  blessed  to  the  salvation  ot  souls.  A  few 
people  are  still  living  who  heard  him  when  he  preached  here  more 
than  sixty  yesLVs  ago.    One  of  them,  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
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tional  church,  has  recently  told  me  that  after  he  became  kuowa 
here  the  people  would  go  in  crowds  to  hear  him.  He  died  at  New- 
port. K.  I.,  in  1827. 

The  first  baptized  were  Joshua  Whittemore  and  Leavitt  Hew- 
ins.  They  were  baptized  in  Billings'  Pond  in  1812.  It  was  after 
Mr.  Gammell  had  preached  here  but  a  few  times,  and  before  he  had 
become  known.  It  was  then  actually  thought  by  many  that  a  Bap- 
tist minister  could  hardly  be  a  human  being.  Upon  the  day  of  the 
baptism  the  curiosity  and  excitement  of  the  people  became  intense. 
Some  of  the  roads  in  the  town  were  literally  crowded  with  carriages 
and  people.  They  came  from  all  the  adjoining  towns.  When 
it  was  learned  that  the  minister  had  gone  into  the  house  by  the 
pond,  standing  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  house  owned  by  Mr. 
John  Bere,  a  boy,  partly  creeping  and  partly  walking,  went  to  the 
house  and  looked  into  a  window  of  the  room  where  he  was  sitting. 
He  then  ran  back  to  the  crowd,  his  countenance  aglow  with  excite- 
ment and  astonishment,  and  exclaiming,  "Why!  I  have  seen  the 
Baptist  minister,  and  he  is  a  tolerably  good  looking  man." 

One  who  was  present  remembers  the  sermon  preached  from 
Acts  2:  41 — "  Then  they  that  gladly  received  His  word  were  bap- 
tized." God  blessed  the  baptism  and  preaching  to  her.  She  is 
now,  at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  in 
Canton.* 

In  1813  the  Baptist  society  was  formed;  Jeremiah  Richards 
was  chosen  treasurer.  The  record  book  then  purchased  is  still  used 
for  the  same  purpose.  The  first  record  bears  date  of  July  11, 1813, 
and  reads:  "Paid  Rev.  William  Gammell  for  his  services  among 
us,  S5.00.  During  the  next  few  months  there  was  preaching  occa- 
sionally by  Johnson  Chase,  Daniel  Chessman  and  E.  S.  Williams. 
In  connection  with  these  efforts  a  few  became  Christians. 

In  the  summer  of  1813,  Mrs.  Kancy  Low,  a  member  of  the 
Second  Baptist  church  in  Boston,  visited  Sharon.  She  became 
deeply  interested  in  the  efforts  made  by  the  few  Christians  here  to 
sustain  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel.  In  May,  1814,  she  wrote  to 
Rev.  Henry  Kendall  of  Maine,  inviting  him  to  preach  in  Sharon 
for  a  season.  She  stated  that  she  bad  recently  come  into  posses- 
sion of  a  small  legacy,  one  hundred  dollars  of  which  she  had  been 
led,  as  she  trusted,  "by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord"  to  devote  to  Him. 
She  had  thought  much  of  this  town.  She  spent  almost  an  entire 
night  in  prayer  for  the  people.  The  impression  became  very  strong 
that  she  ought  to  use  the  money  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel 
here.    But  fearing  that  she  might  be  mistaken,  she  begged  of  the 
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Lord  to  confirm  her  impression  of  duty  by  some  text  of  scripture. 
There  was  then  no  Bible  in  her  room,  but  sometime  afterwards, 
when,  not  thinkmg  of  her  request,  she  opened  the  Bible,  the  first 
words  that  met  her  eyes  were  Isaiah  58:  12 — "And  they  that  shall 
be  of  thee  shall  build  the  old  waste  places;  thou  shalt  raise  up  the 
foundations  of  many  generations;  and  thou  shalt  be  called,  The  re- 
repairer  of  the  breach,  The  restorer  of  paths  to  dwell  in."  She  at 
once  thought  of  her  petition.  She  felt  that  she  must  immediately 
send  some  minister  to  Sharon.  In  her  letter  to  Mr.  Kendall,  after 
mentioning  these  facts,  she  added:  "The  Lord  led  my  mind  to 
you." 

Mrs.  Low  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Kendall  in  January, 
181i5,  when  he  was  in  Boston  as  a  Representative  to  the  General  Court 
from  a  town  in  Maine,  which  was  then  a  district  in  Masscahusetts. 
During  that  month  he  supplied  destitute  churches  near  the  city, 
and  almost  every  evening  attended  meetings  in  Boston  and  Charles- 
town.  A  year  later,  in  the  spring  of  1814,  it  seemed  to  him  that 
the  Lord  had  called  him  to  do  a  work  for  him  somewhere  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston.  So  strong  did  the  impression  become  that  he 
selected  a  day  two  weeks  later  for  commencing  his  journey.  One 
week  before  the  day  appointed,  he  received  the  letter  from  Mrs. 
Low.  In  his  Autobiography  he  writes:  "Upon  reading  this  letter 
the  reader  must  think  what  my  sensations  were,  for  I  cannot  de- 
scribe them." 

On  the  day  appointed  he  started  for  Boston.  Arriving  there 
he  called  upon  Mrs.  Low,  who  gave  him  some  information  in  re- 
gard to  Sharon  and  its  people.  Then  coming  here  he  gave  notice 
of  a  meeting  for  the  next  Sabbath.  That  day  he  preached  to  about 
thirty  people.  He  found  five  or  six  Baptists  who  belonged  to  the 
church  in  Medfield,  "but  they  were  crushed  by  opposition."  So 
discouraged  were  they,  that  when  Mr.  Kendall,  at  the  close  of  the 
Sabbath's  service,  offered  to  preach  or  lecture  to  them  during  the 
week,  none  expressed  any  desire  to  have  him  do  so.  On  Wednes- 
day of  this  week  he  was  at  Canton,  attending  the  services  at  the 
recognition  of  the  Baptist  church  in  that  town.  That  week  he  was 
greatly  discouraged  in  regard  to  accomplishing  any  good  here.  He 
thought  that  both  Mrs.  Low  and  himself  had  been  deceived.  He 
almost  decided  that  he  would  fulfill  his  appointment  the  next  Sun- 
day and  then  leave  town.  He  prayed  and  he  wept.  The  next 
Sabbath,  June  26,  a  large  congregation  assembled  at  the  house  of 
Leavitt  Hewins,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Thomas  Clark.  Some  came 
for  the  purpose  of  making  a  disturbance.  They  brought  a  bottle  of 
"black-strap"  which  they  passed  around  and  drank  from  while  he 
was  preaching.    But  dark  as  was  the  prospect  to  human  view,  the 
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promise  was  soon  to  be  fulfilled:  Psalms  126:  5-6.  ''They  that  sow 
in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy.  He  ihat  goeth  forth  and  weepeth,  bear- 
ing precious  seed,  shall  doubtless  come  again  with  rejoicing,  bring- 
ing his  sheaves  with  him."  In  the  afternoon  the  Holy  Spirit  ex- 
erted His  power  in  such  a  degree  that  "  several  of  the  young  peo- 
ple were  so  pricked  to  the  heart  that  their  groans  were  heard  dis- 
tinctly all  over  the  room."  Four  weeks  later  Mr.  Kendall  baptized 
six  persons,  one  of  whom  was  the  captain  of  a  militia  company. 

As  would  naturally  follow,  as  the  revival  progressed,  the  feel- 
ing both  for  and  against  Mr.  Kendall  became  very  intense.  The 
pastor  of  the  old  church  preached  a  series  of  sermons  against  the 
Baptists.  These  are  remembered  by  a  few  aged  people  still  living, 
who  heard  them,  as  being  iull  of  bitter  denunciation  and  misrep- 
resentation. When  some  of  the  more  prudent  of  his  people  re- 
monstrated with  him,  he  replied  with  emphasis, "  I  will  exterminate 
those  Baptists.  If  one  series  of  sermons  won't  do  it,  1  will  preach 
another."  One  who  became  a  Christian  during  this  revival  has  told 
•  me  that  he  urged  her  not  to  attend  any  more  of  the  Baptist  meet- 
ings. She  was  then  under  deep  conviction,  mourning  over  her 
sins  and  desiring  pardon.  He  said  to  her:  "  What  has  a  young 
girl  like  you  to  repent  of?  I  was  baptized  when  I  was  an  infant; 
when  I  was  fourteen  or  fifteen  I  owned  the  covenant  by  joining  the 
church,  and  that  is  all  that  I  ever  knew  about  experiencing  religion;" 
and  then  he  added,  "I  would  not  let  myself  be  seen  going  to  hear 
that  traveling  Baptist  preacher." 

But,  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition  from  the  pastor  and  a 
portion  of  his  people,  the  Lord  contniued  to  work.  A  goodly  num- 
ber of  souls  were  saved.  Monday,  Oct.  10th,  but  seventeen  weeks 
and  one  day  from  the  time  that  Mr.  Kendall  first  preached,  an 
important  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Elijah  Hewins,  Jr. 
(the  house  is  still  standing).  The  Baptist  believers  in  Sharon  were 
no  longer  "a  feeble  and  discouraged  band,"  as  in  June  ]>revious. 
In  the  church  record  of  this  meeting,  mention  is  made  of  their 
"  distance  from  church  priyileges,"  and  therefore  they  felt  it  to  be 
"  their  duty,  as  well  as  for  the  interests  of  Zion,  to  covenant  together 
as  a  church."  The  day  selected  for  the  recognition  of  the  church 
was  Wednesday,  Oct.  26th.  Upon  the  morning  of  that  day  the 
council  met  at  the  house  of  Joshua  Whittemore,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Edwin  Kichards.  Joel  Briggs  was  chosen  Moderator, 
and  Ensign  Lincoln  Clerk.  In  the  afternoon  the  services  of  recog- 
nition were  held.  Rev.  Samuel  Wyndham  offered  the  introductory 
prayer.  Kev.  Daniel  ^harp  of  Boston  preached  the  sermon  in  place 
of  Dr.  Baldwin,  who  was  unable  to  perform  the  service  on  account 
of  ill  health.    Rev.  Joel  Briggs  of  Randolph,  now  East  Stoughton, 
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gave  the  hand  of  fellowship,  and  Rev.  Stephen  S.  Nelson  of  Bel- 
lingham  led  in  the  concluding  prayer.  Accompanying  Mr.  Nelson 
as  a  delegate  was  Elias  Lazell,  who  died  about  twenty  years  since, 
and  whose  close  attention  to  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  and  love 
for  Zion  I  well  remember  during  the  time  that  I  was  connected 
with  the  Bellingham  church. 

The  church  at  the  time  of  its  organization  numbered  twenty-six 
members,  ten  males  and  sixteen  females.    Several  of  these  were 
from  the  church  in  Mediield.    Others  had  been  baptized  by  Mr. 
Kendall.    Joshua  Whittemore,  the  first  deacon  of  the  church,  is 
still  represented  by  a  daughter,  now  one  of  the  older  members  of 
the  church.    Leavitt  Hewins  was,  until  his  removal  to  Ohio  in  1836, 
a  leader  in  the  church.    Jeremiah  Richards,  the  first  treasurer  of 
the  society,  resided  at  the  junction  of  the  two  roads  leading  to. 
Canton.    Plain  in  speech,  keeping  back  nothing  that  he  believed, 
yet  strictly  honest,  he  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men to  such  a  degree  that  for  many  years  he  held  the  offices  of 
Town  Clerk  and  Treasurer,  and  several  times  represented  the  town 
at  the  General  Court.    Elijah  Hewins,  Jr.,  who  died  in  1857,  was 
well  educated,  taught  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  was  a  surveyor  of 
land,  a  teacher  of  singing  and  justice  of  the  peace.    His  wife,  Mrs. 
Olive  Hewins,  who  was  baptized  by  Mr.  Gammell  in  1816,  and  died 
in  1877,  is  remembered  by  many  of  us  as  a  decided,  prayerful, 
Christian  woman,  who  loved  to  meet  with  God's  people.  Benjamin 
Gannett  was  the  husband  of  Deborah  Sampson  Gannett,  the  famous 
woman  soldier  of  the  Revolutionary  War.    He  was  a  man  of  con- 
siderable influence  in  town.    A  grand-daughter  has  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  church.     Benjamin  Richards,  Jr.,  was  a 
decided  friend  of  the  church.     His  house  is  now  occupied  by 
his  descendants  of  the  second  and  third  generations,  some  of 
whom  are  efficient  members  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Canton. 
Philip  Hewins,  who  resided  in  Foxboro,  became  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  there  soon  after  its  organization.  Joseph 
Hodges  was  dismissed  in  1817  to  become  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church  in  Dixfield,  Me.    John  Smith  died  in  1825;  he  was  baptized 
at  Medfield  in  1778,  by  Thomas  Gair.    Joshua  Whittemore,  Jr., 
son  of  Deacon  Joshua  Whittemore,  was  led  to  Christ  by  Mrs.  Low 
while  she  was  visiting  at  his  father's  house.    He  and  his  wife,  Mrs. 
Eunice  Whittemore,  removed  to  Foxboro,  and  united  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  that  town  in  1831.    He  was  a  deacon  of  that  church 
from  1838  until  his  death  in  1857.    He  had  but  little  confidence  in 
himself,  but  great  confidence  in  Christ,  while  Mrs.  Whittemore 
was  "  a  cheerful  saint,  affectionately  zealous  for  souls."    She  died 
June  27, 1875.    She  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  original  members 


9 


of  this  church.  Those  of  us  who  knew  her  can  think  of  her  only 
with  pleasure. 

This  sketch  of  these  members  reveals  the  fact  that  many  of 
them  were  people  of  more  than  ordinary  intellect,  and  exerting 
considerable  influence.  They  became  Baptists  in  the  midst  of  in- 
tense opposition  and  bitter  persecution,  because,  with  regenerated 
hearts,  and  minds  enlightened  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  searched 
the  scriptures,  resolved  to  do  whatever  was  there  commanded. 

Most  of  the  winter  following  the  organization  of  the  church, 
Mr.  Kendall  was  in  this  neighborhood,  preaching  frequently  in  this 
town  and  in  Canton.  During  the  first  two  years  of  its  existence, 
the  church  had  preaching  most  of  the  time  by  different  ministers  of 
the  Gospel.  Among  them  were  Mr.  Kendall,  Thomas  Paul,  En- 
sign Lincoln,  Joel  Briggs,  Augustus  Bolles,  William  Gammell, 
William  Palmer  and  John  B.  Gibson,  who  preached  here  more 
than  any  others  during  the  time.  He  was  a  Methodist  preacher 
until  1802,  when,  listening  to  a  sermon  by  Rev.  John  Peak,  he  was 
led  to  renounce  his  Arminian  views,  and  to  become  a  "Calvinistic 
Baptist.  He  died  in  1831.  During  these  two  years  the  church  en- 
joyed the  Divine  blessing.  Souls  were  saved.  Once  in  two  or 
three  months,  sometimes  every  month,  for  a  season,  the  ordinance 
of  Baptism  was  administered.  Between  July,  1814,  and  the  close 
of  1816,  over  forty  were  baptized.  While  some  of  these  afterwards 
brought  dishonor  to  Christ  and  themselves,  most  continued  faith- 
ful to  the  close  of  life. 

Mrs.  Nancy  Low  was  born  April  11,  1775.  She  was  baptized 
by  Dr.  Siillman.  After  her  marriage,  when  her  husband  became 
a  Christian,  they  united  with  the  Second  Baptist  church  in  Boston. 
Tliey  resided  at  No.  4,  State  street.  Their  house  was  usually  call- 
ed "  The  Ministers'  Tavern."  Ministers  and  students  flocked  there. 
Her  daughter  writes:  Seldom  did  we  dine  alone."  She  was 
very  benevolent.  "  Sister  Low  will  do  something,  for  she  believes 
in  helpful  benevolence,"  was  a  remark  frequently  made  to  those 
who  needed  aid.  She  was  one  of  the  first  women  who  went  with 
the  missionary  to  hold  prayer  meetings  among  the  fallen  women 
*'  on  the  hill"  in  Boston.  She  took  them  into  her  family,  when 
they  save  evidence  of  a  desire  to  reform.  She  was  a  contributor 
to  the  "  Friend  of  Virtue.''^  She  took  Mr.  Garrison's  Liberator 
from  its  first  issue.  She  allowed  her  colored  servant  to  sit  in  her 
pew  on  Sundays,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  appeal,  ''Sister 
Low,  don't  have  that  nigger  sit  in  your  pew.  Let  her  go  up  stairs 
where  she  belongs."  Once  when  two  ministers  came  to  her  house 
to  spend  the  Sabbath,  and  to  hear  distinguished  preachers  in  the 
city,  she  told  them  that  it  was  wrong  for  them  to  be  idle,  when  so 
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many  souls  were  hungering  for  the  gospel,  and  placing  a  five  dol- 
lar bill  in  the  hands  of  one  of  them,  asked  him  to  go  at  once  to 
Sharon.    She  died  April  8,  1841. 

Kev.  Henry  Kendall  was  born  in  Sanford,  Me.,  July  3,  1774. 
His  youth  was  spent  in  the  midst  of  poverty  and  suffering.  He  be- 
came a  Christian  in  1798,  and  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Bap- 
tist church  in  Meredith,  N.  H.,  April,  1802.  He  was  ordained  at 
Mt.  Vernon,  Me.,  June  5,  1805.  His  religious  experience,  record- 
ed in  his  autobiography,  reminds  the  reader  of  that  of  Bunyan. 
For  more  than  fifty  years  he  labored  as  a  pastor  and  an  evangelist. 
His  labors  were  blessed  to  the  salvation  of  multitudes.  He  died  in 
China,  Me.,  August  15,  1864.  The  last  survivor  of  those  whom  he 
baptized  here  died  August  13,  1881. 

There  gradually  came  to  be  a  decided  change  uf  sentiment 
among  many  of  the  people  of  the  town  towards  the  Baptists.  In 
the  spring  of  1816,  a  large  number  of  people  were  prostrated  by  a 
fever.  Many  did  not  live  more  than  two  or  three  days  after  they 
were  taken  sick.  Upon  some  days,  six  or  seven  lay  dead,  and  in 
some  families  three  or  four  died.  As  many  as  sixty  were  sick  at 
one  time.  Among  them  was  a  man  whose  daughter  became  a 
Christian  the  year  previous.  He  was  then  so  enraged  that  he 
sought,  though  in  vain,  to  horsewhip  Mr.  Kendall,  following  him 
for  this  purpose  at  one  time  more  than  ten  miles.  But  when  he 
found  that  he  must  die,  he  sent  for  Deacon  Leavitt  Hewins  to 
watch  with  him.  When  Deacon  Hewins  arrived  at  his  house,  he 
said  to  him:  "I  did  not  send  for  you  to  watch  with  me  only,  but  I 
want  you  to  pray  for  my  poor  soul."  But  it  was  too  late.  He 
died  a  terrible  death.  Many  others  who  had  been  persecutors  of 
the  Baptists,  now,  when  sick  and  dying,  begged  that  they  would 
not  forsake  their  houses.  Elijah  Hewins,  Jr.,  and  Philip  Hewins 
were  invited  to  offer  prayer  at  the  funerals  of  some  of  these  people. 
In  every  part  of  the  town  people  were  inquiring.  Among  those 
baptized  that  year  was  John  Allen,  who  the  next  year  became  one 
of  the  constituent  members  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Foxboro,  and 
was  its  first  deacon.  He  has  been  a  preacher  of  the  gospel  for  six- 
ty years,  and  was  a  pastor  forty  years.  A  faithful,  genial  and  lov- 
ing man,  he  has  been  the  means  of  leading  many  to  Christ.  At 
the  age  of  ninety,  he  resides  in  Eumford,R.  I.,  quietly  waiting  the 
summons  of  his  Master.  This  year,  also,  Isaac  Johnson  was  bap- 
tized.    He  became  a  prominent  and  useful  member  of  the  church. 

In  December,  1816,  the  church  unanimously  invited  Mr.  Sam- 
uel "Wait  of  BelliQgham  to  become  its  pastor.  He  at  once  accept- 
ed and  began  his  labors,  but  was  not  ordained  until  June  3,  1818. 
Again,  as  at  the  recognition  of  the  church,  Dr.  Baldwin  was  invit- 
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ed  to  preach  the  sermon,  but  was  unable  to  be  present.  Prayer 
was  offered  by  Rev.  Joel  Brigsrs  of  Randolph;  Rev.  Joseph  Grafton 
of  Newton  Centre  preached  the  sermon;  Rev.  William  Gammell 
of  Medfield  offered  the  consecrating  prayer;  Rev.  Abial  Fisher  of 
Rellingham  gave  the  hand  of  fellowship;  Rev.  Shubael  Lovell,  that 
year  stated  supply  at  Foxboro,  offered  the  concluding  prayer.  The 
services  were  held  in  the  Unitarian  meeting-house,  which  was 
politely  tendered  to  the  church.  It  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  like 
kindly  acts  on  the  part  of  that  people. 

Mr.  Wait  was  pastor  of  the  church  more  than  four  years.  The 
people  were  united  in  him  and  each  other.  He  secured  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  the  entire  community.  His  memory  is  still 
fragrant  among  us.  During  his  pastorate  the  Sabbath  school  was 
organized.  He  occupied  a  part  of  the  house  now  owned  by  Rev.  A. 
P.  Chute.  Mr.  Wait  was  born  in  Washington  County,  K.Y.,  De- 
cember 19, 1789,  and  was  baptized  in  Vermont  March  12,  1809. 
Feeling  the  need  of  abetter  education,  he  resigned  his  pastorate 
here  in  1821,  and  went  to  Columbian  College,  Washington,  D.  C. 

His  diploma  bears  the  seal  of  Waterville  College,  Maine,  though 
his  course  of  study  was  pursued  at  Columbian  College,  probably 
because  the  latter  was  not  then  empowered  to  confer  degrvjes." 

He  was  for  some  time  tutor  at  Columbian  College.  In  1827 
he  made  a  collecting  tour  with  its  president.  Dr.  Staughton, 
through  North  Carolina.  He  then  received  and  accepted  a  call  to 
the  pastorate  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  Newbern.  He  at  once  be- 
gan to  labor  to  effect  the  organization  of  a  convention  of  the  Bap- 
tist Churches  of  the  state,  and  the  establishment  of  a  Baptist  paper. 
In  1830  the  convention  was  formed,  and  he  became  its  first  corres- 
ponding secretary.  "  For  four  years  he  traveled  over  the  state, 
enlightening  the  people  as  to  the  cause  of  missions,  removing  prej- 
udices and  uniting  the  disintegrated  Baptists  into  one  body."  The 
Baptist  paper.  The  Becorder,  was  established  a  few  years  later. 
Through  his  influence  Wake  Forest  Manual  Labor  School  was 
founded,  and  he  was  elected  president.  The  school  was  opened  in 
1834,  and  received  a  clmrter  and  became  a  college  in  1838.  He 
continued  president  until  1846.  Then,  for  five  years,  he  was  pas- 
tor of  the  Yancey ville  and  Trinity  Churches;  and  from  1851  to  1856 
he  was  president  of  a  female  college  at  Oxford.  He  then  retired 
to  the  home  of  his  only  child,  Mrs.  J.  B.  Brewer,  at  Wake  Forest 
College,  "and  spent  the  evening  of  his  days  amid  the  scenes  of  his 
usefulness,  surrounded  by  loving  kindred  and  honored  and  respect- 
ed by  all."    He  died  July  28, 18G7.    He  has  been  "pronounced  by 
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high  authority  the  most  useful  m?n  who  has  ever  lived  in  Korth 
Carolina."* 

In  a  recent  article  in  the  National  Baptist^  Dr.  Pritchard, 
President  of  Wake  Forest  College,  says: — "  Samuel  Wait  came  to 
us  from  Massachusetts  and  founded  Wake  Forest  College,  and  the 
three  hundred  and  forty  ministers,  with  the  fifteen  hundred  other 
good  and  true  men,  who  have  been  educated  here,  and  who  are 
now  serving  God  and  their  country,  or  have  gone  to  their  reward 
in  glory,  are  the  fruits  of  his  labors,  and  insure  the  wisdom  of  God 
in  sending  him  to  this,  rather  than  any  other  field  in  America." 

In  1821,  Eev.  Thomas  Barrett  of  Grafton  became  pastor  of  the 
church  and  remained  about  tw  j  years.  The  first  year  he  preached 
every  other  Sabbath  at  Canton;  the  second  year  he  devoted  all  his 
time  to  this  church.  Here,  as  in  all  other  places  where  he  labored, 
a  goodly  number  became  Christians.  He  resided  in  the  house  now 
known  as  the  parsonage,  and  which  has  been  used  for  that  purpose 
from  that  time  until  the  present.  Meetings  were  held  in  the  hall, 
which  occupied  the  entire  second  story.  Previous  to  that  time  the 
church  had  met  mostly  at  the  houses  of  Leavitt  Hewins,  Joshua 
Whittemore  and  Isaac  Johnson.  To  Mr.  Barrett,  the  memory  of 
his  two  years'  residence  here  must  have  been  hallowed  by  the  ten- 
derest  associations,  both  sad  and  pleasing.  While  here  his  wife 
died.  Some  months,  after  he  closed  his  pastorate,  he  married  Miss 
Fannie  Hewins,  a  member  of  the  church.  He  was  born  in  Bel- 
chertown  in  1792,  and  was  ordained  in  Grafton  June  12,  1816.  It 
is  said  that  his  texts  were  usually  short  and  pithy,  and  his  sermons 
remarkable  for  their  clearness  and  brevity.  After  leaving  here 
he  became  pastor  at  Agawam  and  at  Webster.  He  was  naturally 
desponding,  and  under  the  influence  of  nervous  depression  and 
disease  he  became  insane  and  put  an  end  to  his  life  August  7, 1832. 

In  N^ovember,  1823,  Rev.  Amos  Lefavour  was  invited  to  be- 
come pastor.  He  served  one  year.  In  1833  he  became  pastor  at 
Medfield.  There  his  influence  was  considered  very  pernicious,  and 
his  pastorate,  shorter  than  here,  ended  in  less  than  a  year,  and  he 
was  heard  from  not  long  after  as  a  criminal.    (Tilden,  page  30.) 

For  a  short  time  after  Mr.  Lefavour  left.  Rev.  George  Evans 
preached  here  as  a  supply.  He  had  previously  preached  at  differ- 
ent times  at  Canton,  where  he  was  instrumental  in  the  conversion 
of  Francis  Masoo.  afterwards  known  as  the  distinguished  mission- 
ary to  Burmah.  Mr.  Evans  was  a  remarkably  consecrated  Chris- 
tian. While  here,  "he  did  a  good  work  in  uniting  the  members  of 
the  church,  who  had  become  somewhat  alienated  during  Mr.  Le- 
favour's  pastorate." 

*North  Carolina  Baptist  Almanao,  1882. 
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From  1824  to  1831,  the  church  was  unable  to  support  a  pastor. 
The  members  met,  however,  every  month,  and  frequently  upon  the 
Sabbath.  They  occasionally  had  preaching.  Their  former  pastor, 
Kev.  Thomas  Barrett,  spent  a  considerable  number  of  Sabbaths 
with  them,  when  he  and  his  wife  were  visiting  her  relatives  here. 
Rev.  Joel  Briggs  frequently  came  over  from  East  Stoughton. 
Leonard  Tracy,  then  a  young  man,  supplied  several  times.  Rev. 
Moses  Curtis  of  Canton  received  $50.00  for  his  services.  During 
these  seven  years  five  were  added  by  baptism,  one  of  whom  is  now 
our  senior  deacon. 

In  August,  1831,  Rev.  Caleb  Greene  accepted  a  call  to  the  pas- 
torate. His  labors  were  almost  immediately  crowned  with  tokens 
of  Divine  approval.  In  September  and  October,  the  ordinance  of 
baptism  was  administered  three  times.  In  December  "a  four  days' 
meeting"  was  held  in  the  Unitarian  meeting-house.  As  the  Uni- 
tarians had  been  so  kind  in  granting  the  use  of  their  house  to  our 
people,  it  was  decided  to  invite  their  pastor.  Rev.  Jacob  Norton,  to 
preach  the  first  sermon.  The  people  gathered  with  curiosity,  won- 
dering what  kind  of  a  sermon  would  be  preached  by  a  Unitarian 
clergyman  at  a  revival  meeting.  Rev.  Isaac  Smith,  now  of  Fox- 
boro,  conducted  the  introductory  services.  Mr.  Norton  selected  a 
decidedly  evangelical  hymn.  He  announced  for  his  text,  "Thy 
people  shall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  Thy  power."  He  was  an 
aged  man,  and  bending  forward  read  with  difficulty  from  his  man- 
uscript. The  sermon  was  thoroughly  evangelical.  Its  statements 
of  doctrine  were  even  Hopkinsian.  The  people  listened  in  amaze- 
ment. But  when  they  learned  that  the  paper  upon  which  the  ser- 
mon was  written  was  yellow  with  age,  that  the  ink  had  so  faded 
that  some  words  were  scarcely  legible,  and  that  the  preacher  when 
a  young  man  had  been  in  sympathy  with  the  evangelical  portion  of 
the  Congregational  denomination,  they  concluded  that  he  prepared 
it  during  that  period  of  his  life.  But  why  he  preached  it  none 
could  tell.  Those  meetings  were  abundantly  blessed.  Not  only 
men  and  women,  but  children  accepted  Christ.  That  year  thirty- 
five  were  baptized.  It  was  emphatically  a  year  of  the  right  hand 
of  the  most  High  n  ot  onl7  to  this  church  but  also  to  the  Congregation- 
al church  in  this  town,  and  to  all  the  Baptist  churches  in  this  vicin- 
ity. Most  of  the  converts  of  that  revival  have  gone  to  their  eter- 
nal home.  Only  two  remain  with  us.  Among  the  first  of  those 
baptized  was  Ezekiel  Capen,  who  afterwards  became  an  officer  in 
the  church  at  Canton,  and  was  for  many  years  its  chief  supporter. 
He  was  a  successful  business  man  and  gave  liberally  of  his  income. 

As  a  result  of  this  revival,  the  ccngregation  so  increased  that 
the  hall  of  the  parsonage  became  "too  straight  for  the  accommoda 
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tion  of  those  who  attend  worship.*"  So  May  21,  1832,  the 
church  unanimously  voted  to  build  a  house  of  worship,  provided 
sufficient  funds  could  be  raised  for  the  enterprise.  The  land  was 
bought  and  the  house  was  erected. 

When  Mr.  Greene  had  been  here  about  a  year,  feeling  that  his 
'  work  was  done,  he  asked  a  dismission  from  his  pastoral  office.  He 
removed  to  Ohio.  For  some  years  he  resided  on  a  farm  at  South- 
ington  in  that  state,  and  supplied  the  Baptist  church  in  Garretts- 
ville,  the  home  of  Deacon  Leavitt  Hewins.  He  afterwards  remov- 
ed to  Minnesota  and  erected  a  flourmsj  mill  near  St.  Paul,  where 
he  remained  until  his  death,  which  occurred  a  few  years  ago.  His 
©pportunities  for  preparing  for  the  preaching  of  the  gospel  were 
limited.  He  is  remembered  by  the  few  of  the  church,  and  his 
brethren  in  the  ministry  who  are  still  living,  as  an  earnest  worker 
and  a  faithful  preacher.  ♦ 

In  September,  the  church  unanimously  called  Rev.  Joseph  M. 
Driver  of  Randolph  to  its  pastorate.  Our  present  house  of  wor- 
ship was  dedicated  July  4, 1833.  Rev.  RuPus  Babcock,  Jr.,  of  Sa- 
lem, preached  the  sermon.  The  next  Sunday  the  pastor  in  the 
morning  preached  to  his  rejoicing  people  from  Isaiah  60:1 — "Arise, 
shine;  for  thy  light  is  come,  and  the  glory  of  the  Lord  is  risen  up- 
on Thee;"  and  Matthew  19:6,  last  clause,  "What  therefore  God 
hath  joined  together,  let  not  man  put  asunder."  The  future  of  the  . 
churcn  seemed  very  promising.  The  next  May  a  protracted  meet- 
ing was  held.  The  church  was  deeply  moved.  There  were  clear 
indications  of  a  powerful  work  of  grace.  But  as  Satan  entered 
Eden,  so  he  now  came  among  this  hitherto  united  band  of  Chris- 
tians. Soon  parties  were  formed  and  arrayed  against  each  other. 
All  those  engaged  in  that  contest  are  now  dead.  Several  have  died 
during  my  pastoriite.  It  would  be  unwise  to  review  the  history  of 
that  trouble,  and  so  I  onl^  say  that  it  now  seems  that,  had  some 
engaged  in  it  possessed  more  of  the  graces  of  silence  and  of  pa- 
tience, it  might  have  been  averted,  and  the  revival  enjoyed.  In 
the  historical  sketch  prepared  in  1853,  by  Mr.  Merriam,  he  says,  re- 
ferring to  this  event:  "It  is  the  only  instance  in  the  history  of  this 
church  in  which  she  has  been  seriously  divided  in  her  counsels." 
The  same  statement  can  now  be  made.  God  grant  that  whoever 
prepares  a  history  of  the  church  at  its  centennial  in  1914,  ma}^  be 
able  to  repeat  the  statement.  Mr.  Driver  closed  his  labors  here  in 
1834.  He  was  born  in  Salem,  April  4,  1800,  and  died  at  the  resi- 
dence of  one  of  his  sons  in  Windsor,  Yt.,  Dec.  22,  1879.  He  was 
of  the  Puritan  stock  of  the  Salem,  Lynn  Colon v-    He  was  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  class  of  1827,  in  Harvard  University,  but  left  during  his 
junior  year,  and  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Andover. 
His  settlements  in  the  ministry,  previous  to  coming  to  Sharon, 
were  at  Biookline,  Beading  and  Kandolph.  After  leaving  here  he 
was  pastor  at  Maiden,  Yarmouth,  Me.,  Poultney,  Vt.,  Charlotte, 
Yt.,  Grafton,  i^".  H.,  Kockport  and  Hampton  Falls,  N.  H.  He  was 
also  during  the  late  war,  chaplain  in  a  hospital  at  Washington.  He 
earnestly  desired  the  salvation  of  souls,  and  he  baptized  converts 
in  every  church  of  which  he  was  pastor,  with  perhaps  the  excep- 
tion of  Hampton  Falls.  He  was  blessed  in  his  family.  The  son 
who  was  born  the  day  the  sills  of  our  meeting-house  were  laid,  is 
now  a  distinguished  physician  and  active  Christian. 

In  April,  1835,  Eev.  Silas  Hall  became  pastor.  It  was  a  dark 
period  in  the  history  of  the  church.  The  members  were  not  in  har- 
mony with  each  other.  Some  were  greatly  discouraged.  Twelve 
took  letters  of  dismission,  most  of  whom  removed  West.  Mr.  Hall 
did  a  good  work  in  healing  divisions.  He  was  born  in  Kaynham, 
Jan.  16,  1789.  Isaac  Backus  was  his  pastor.  He  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  1809,  and  died  at  South  Abington,  Dec.  29, 
1876.  His  other  pastorates  were  in  Dighton,  Taunton,  New  Bed- 
ford, South  Abington,  North  Attleboro,  Middleboro,  Eaynham, 
Swansey  and  Warren,  R.  I.  For  seventy  years  he  was  a  Christian, 
and  for  nearly  sixty  years  he  was  able  to  preach  the  gospel.  He 
was  not  only  well  read  in  theology,  but  he  was  also  an  excellent 
general  and  classical  scholar.  A  considerable  number  of  his  ser- 
mons were  printed.  These  indicate  that  he  was  an  instructive 
preacher,  "seeking  to  benefit  his  hearers,  rather  than  to  please 
them."  It  is  said  that  no  one  could  hear  him  without  feeling  that 
his  heart  was  in  his  work. 

In  January,  1837,  Mr.  George  N.  Waitt  received  and  accepted 
a  call  to  the  pastorate.  He  was  ordained  in  May,  and  remained 
until  July,  1841,  when  at  his  own  request  he  was  dismissed  to  be- 
come pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  in  Woonsocket,  R.  I.  It  is  one 
of  the  mysteries  of  Divine  Providence,  that  during  those  four  and 
a  half  years  the  Holy  Spirit's  presence  was  enjoyed  in  a  marked 
degree.  The  congregations  were  large.  Twenty  were  baptized, 
some' of  whom  here  and  elsewhere  have  been  distinguished  for 
their  fidelity  in  the  service  ol  Christ.  While  here,  Mr.  Waitt  did 
not  always  commend  the  gospel  by  his  life.  It  is  said  that  after 
leaving  here  he  fell  into  gross  sins. 

In  November,  1841,  Rev.  Edward  G.  Sears  became  pastor  of 
the  church  and  remained  until  June,  1843.  In  1842  this  church,  as 
well  as  others  in  this  vicinity,  was  blessed  with  a  season  of  ingath- 
ering.   Mr.  Sears  was  born  in  Sandisfield,  in  1814.    He  graduated 
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at  Madison  University.  Disease  of  the  throat  injured  his  voice  so 
that  he  continued  his  work  as  pastor  only  about  ten  years.  He  then 
became  professor  of  Hebrew  in  the  Theological  Institution  at  New 
Hampton,  N.  H.,  and  leaving  that  place  he  was  for  some  time  editor 
of  the  Christian  Beview.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life  he 
was  one  of  the  proprietors  and  editors  of  the  Daily  Union,  Spring- 
field, where  he  resided.  It  is  said  that  he  "  proved  to  the  world 
that  a  daily  paper  might  be  conducted  with  proper  dignity  on 
Christian  principles."  He  was  a  thorough  scholar,  a  superior  writ- 
er, and  a  faithful  Christian.    He  died  at  Springfield,  Nov.  12, 1878. 

July,  1843,  one  month  after  Mr.  Sears  closed  his  labors.  Rev. 
George  W.  Patch  became  pastor.  He  closed  his  pastorate  July  9, 
1848,  remaining  just  five  years.  Not  long  afterwards  he  became 
pastor  at  Marblehead.  He  was  born  in  Boston,  April  30,  1817. 
He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1839,  and  then  spent  one 
year  in  the  Newton  Theological  Seminary.  He  was  ordained  at 
Weuham  in  1841,  and  remained  there  two  years.  He  was  pastor 
at  Marblehead  twenty-six  years,  resigning  in  1874,  on  account  of 
ill  health.  He  died  without  a  moment's  warning  at  Cambridge,  on 
Christmas  Eve,  1875.  The  last  time  that  he  preached  here  was  in 
August,  1874.  He  was  a  loving  Christian,  a  good  preacher,  and  a 
faithful  pastor.  He  was  a  diligent  student.  He  gathered  a  valua- 
ble library,  numbering  about  two  thousand  volumes,  nearly  all  of 
which,  by  notes  in  the  margins  and  interlinings,  gave  evidence  of 
careful  reading. 

The  vacancy  created  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Patch  was  filled 
the  same  month  by  Rev.  Alfred  Colburn,  who  continued  pastor  for 
three  years  and  three  months.  Among  those  whom  he  baptized 
was  Miss  Sarah  W.  Talbot,  who  is  remembered  with  interest  and 
love  on  account  of  her  earnestness  in  the  service  of  Christ,  and  the 
eminent  degree  in  which  she  won  the  love  and  respect  of  all  her 
youthful  associates.  In  1855  she  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  B.  W. 
Barrows,  and  was  a  most  efiicient  helper  to  him  during  his  eiijhteen 
years'  pastorate  at  Neponset  Avenue  Church,  Boston,  and  during 
the  eight  years  that  he  served  the  Baptist  Church  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  She  died  early  in  1881.  Mr.  Colburn  was  born  in  Boston, 
June  26,  1813.  He  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1838,  and 
was  one  of  the  best  scholars  in  that  "  famous  class."  He  studied 
at  the  Newton  Theological  Seminary;  was  licensed  to  preach  by 
the  Federal  Street  (now  Clarendon  Street)  Church,  Boston;  was 
ordained  June,  1842;  has  been  pastor  at  Westfield,  South  Adams, 
and  Saco,  Me.,  and  also  editor  of  the  Young  Beaper. 

After  Mr.  Colburn  left,  the  church  was  without  a  pastor  until 
January,  1853.     The  pulpit  was  supplied  three  months  by  Rev. 
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Thomas  Driver,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the  time  chiefly  by 
students  from  Newton  of  the  class  of  1852.  The  names  and  the 
services  of  these  students  are  still  remembered  with  pleasure  by  the 
few  of  the  congregation  of  that  year  who  remain. 

Jan.  9,  1853,  Kev.  Mylon  Merriam  became  pastor.  He  was 
welcomed  by  all  the  church,  and  with  special  pleasure  by  the  older 
members  on  account  of  his  relation  to  Mrs.  Wait,  the  wife  of  the 
first  pastor.  During  his  pastorate  the  organ  now  in  use  was  bought. 
Near  the  close  of  1856  the  Boston  South  Baptist  Association  held 
a  series  of  meetmgs  with  the  church.  Ten  persons  were  baptized. 
Mr.  Merriam  closed  his  labors  with  the  church  in  May,  1858.  He 
was  born  in  Brandon,  Yt.,  July  5,  1811.  His  two  elder  brothers, 
Isaac  and  Jonathan,  were  also  ministers  of  the  gospel,  and  one  of 
his  sisters  was  the  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  Wait,  D.  D.  He  graduated 
at  Waterville  College,  now  Colby  University,  in  1839,  and  from  the 
theological  department  of  Madison  University,  New  York,  in  1842. 
He  is  now  pastor  at  Coleraine. 

Rev.  Freeman  B.  Ashley  succeeded  Mr.  Merriam  early  in 
1859.  In  1862,  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year  of  the  war, 
business  was  good;  a  large  number  of  people  were  employed  in 
the  shops,  the  pastor  was  popular,  and  the  congregation  had  so  in- 
creased that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the  church  thought  it 
best  to  enlarge  the  meeting-house.  Accordingly,  thirteen  and  a 
half  feet  were  added  to  the  length,  giving  room  for  sixteen  ad- 
ditional pews;  the  singing  gallery  was  enlarged,  the  entry  extend- 
ed, the  pew  doors  were  taken  off,  and  the  house  was  painted. 
During  the  seven  weeks  occupied  in  making  these  improvements, 
the  Unitarian  society  furnished  the  church  with  the  use  of  their 
vestry  for  the  Sabbath  school  and  for  meetings  at  five  o'clock,  and 
for  two  Sabbaths  the  church  enjoyed  the  use  of  their  audience- 
room  dL-ring  the  entire  day.  When  the  church  entered  its  enlarged 
and  beautified  house,  the  expenses  of  the  improvements  had  all 
been  paid.  Mr.  Ashley  resigned  his  pastorate  April  28, 1864.  He 
has  been  pastor  at  Cleveland,  O.,  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  is  now  at 
Woodstock,  Canada. 

In  August  following,  Mr.  Robert  H.  Tozier,  a  licensed  preach- 
er, began  to  act  as  pastor.  He  remained  one  year.  Beginning 
with  the  first  of  January,  1865,  the  church  held  meetings  nearly 
every  evening  for  three  months.  During  the  month  of  March 
Rev.  Hervey  Fittz  preached  thirty  sermons.  The  Lord  added  his 
blessing.  On  the  second  Sabbath  in  April  nine  persons  were  bap- 
tized by  Rev.  George  M.  Preston. 

Rev.  Benjamin  A.  Edwards  commenced  his  pastorate  here  in 
October,  1865,  and  remained  until  March,  1872.    He  was  born  in 
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Pramingham  in  1812,  and  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1841, 
and  at  Newton  Theological  Seminary  in  1844.  From  this  church 
he  went  to  Bolton,  where  his  last  Sabbath's  labors  completed  just 
seven  years'  service  to  that  church.  He  died  suddenly  the  Friday 
following,  Feb.  28, 1879.  His  other  pastorates  w^ere  in  Grafton, 
Watertown,  N"ewtonville,  Plymouth  and  Holliston.  He  was  a 
Christian  for  more  than  fifty  years.  He  was  eminently  a  Christian 
gentleman.  It  was  the  testimony  of  a  college  friend  and  brother 
pastor  that  "he  was  never  a  complainer  in  any  circumstances," 
and  that  "  he  was  a  sound  preacher,  and  aimed  especially  to  set 
forth  Christ  in  his  redemptive  work."  He  was  a  superior  scholar 
in  college;  and  in  some  towns  where  he  was  pastor  he  rendered 
valuable  services  to  the  public  schools  while  holding  the  office  of 
School  Committee. 

The  present  pastor  preached  here  for  the  first  time  April  28, 1872, 
and  commenced  his  pastorate  the  first  of  July  following.  In  1873 
the  house  was  painted  and  the  spire  was  built.  In  1874  the  audi- 
ence-room was  improved,  rendering  it  at  that  time  the  best  in  town. 
During  1874,  many  of  the  church  became  more  than  ordinarily  inter- 
ested in  the  services  of  the  Lord.  There  were  conversions,  and 
more  than  twenty  who  had  not  for  a  long  time  attended  meeting 
at  any  church  became  regular  attendants  here.  In  1876  there  was 
an  unusually  large  number  of  deaths,  both  in  the  church  and  con- 
gregation, eight  of  the  church  dying  that  year.  A  considerable 
number  removed  from  the  town.  By  death  and  removals  we  lost 
about  thirty  from  the  congregation.  The  Sabbath  school  also  suf- 
fered. But  others  gradually  took  most  of  the  places  vacated. 
According  to  the  reports  of  the  convention  with  which  we  are  con- 
nected, our  Sabbath  school  has  maintained  its  attendance,  with  a 
single  exception,  better  than  any  other  of  our  denomination  in  this 
vicinity,  and  as  well  as  most  in  the  convention.  During  all  these 
years  we  have  labored  together  in  harmony,  while  my  relations  to 
the  people  of  the  town  have  each  year  become  pleasanter  and  more 
intimate.  I  count  it  a  privilege  and  blessing  to  be  able  to  make 
this  last  statement,  so  near  the  close  of  a  pastorate  of  almost  ten 
years. 

history  of  the  last  few  years  of  the  existence  of  the  church 
would  be  complete  that  failed  to  notice  the  financial  depression 
beginning  in  1873,  and  still  continuing  in  this  town.  It  has  pre- 
vented some  adults  and  children  from  attending  the  Sabbath  school 
and  the  other  S'abbath  services,  and  has  been  a  hindrance  to  us  in 
our  work  for  Christ  and  souls;  yet  the  fact  should  be  stated,  the 
salary  of  the  pastor,  and  the  other  expenses  of  the  church  have 
been  promptly  paid. 
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The  Female  Charitable  Society  was  organized  Oct.  1, 1815,  to 
assist  the  church  "in  the  support  of  gospel  preaching."  Up  to  the 
beginning  of  this  year,  it  has  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  church 
$4,610.00.  Nearly  all  who  have  belonged  to  it  have  also  been  mem- 
bers of  the  church.  The  Ladies'  Sewing  Circle  holds  its  meetings 
monthly  at  the  houses  of  its  members.  It  gave  the  chandelier,  has 
contributed  towards  paying  for  repairs  on  the  church,  has  carpeted 
the  audience  room,  and  has  about  one  hundred  dollars  in  its  treas- 
ury. During  the  last  few  years  it  has  contributed  two  hundred  and 
forty  dollars  or  more  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  Pastor. 
While  many  of  its  members  have  not  been  connected  with  the 
church,  their  interest  in  its  material  prosperity  has  been  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise.  The  ladies  have  also  worked  for  the  needy, 
and  given  them  money.  In  1876  they  contributed  $50  for  the 
purchase  of  books  for  the  Sabbath  School  library. 

Previous  to  1879,  the  church  had  preaching  on  the  Sabbath, 
morning  and  afternoon.  Since  that  time  there  has  been  no  service 
in  the  afternoon,  and  more  attention  is  given  to  the  Sabbath  school, 
which  meets  immediately  after  the  morning  service. 

In  1815  the  church  joined  the  Warren  Association;  in  1835,  the 
Old  Colony;  in  1846,  the  Norfolk;  and  in  1851,  the  Boston  South, 
with  which  it  is  still  connected.  The  records  of  the  additions  and 
diminutions  are  in  the  minutes  of  those  associations. 

During  the  two-thirds  of  a  century  that  the  church  has  exis- 
ted it  has  had  but  few  officers.  Its  first  Deacons  were  Joshua 
Whittemore  and  Leavitt  Hewins.  Charles  Holmes,  elected  May 
21,  1832,  died  in  December,  1843.  Jeremiah  Richards,  elected 
Sepl.  2, 1836,  died  Feb.  5,  1844.  Lewis  Richards  served  from  1844 
to  1850.  Barnabas  D.  Capen  was  elected  Jan.  6, 1845.  Charles 
D.  ilixon  was  chosen  June  1, 1877. 

Elijah  Hewins  was  the  first  clerk.  Elon  Richards  served  from 
1851  to  1856,  when  the  present  clerk,  Charles  D.  Hixon  was  chosen. 

The  first  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school  was  Elijah 
Hewins.  He  served  from  about  1819  to  1841,  when  Charles  D* 
Hixon  was  elected.  He  continued  in  office  until  Jan.,  1881,  when 
at  the  close  of  forty  years'  service,  during  which  he  had  not  been 
even  once  unnecessarily  absent,  he  resigned  to  become  a  teacher, 
and  David  C.  Sanger  was  elected. 

Jeremiah  Richards  was  treasurer  of  the  society  from  1813  to 
1841.  Deacon  Charles  Holmes  acted  as  treasurer  in  1842,  and  Eli- 
jah Hewins  in  1842  and  1843.  Barnabas  D.  Capen  was  elected 
in  Jan.  1845,  and  still  serves. 

The  church  has  received  several  bequests.  In  1867  Miss  Ruthie 
Johnson  left  SlOO,  and  Mrs.  Roxey  Pettee,  $100;  in  1868,  Miss  Lois 
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Whittemore,  $225;  in  1871,  John  Capen,  $300;  in  1872,  Mrs.  Tyla 
Capen,S200;  inl874,  Mrs.  Olive  Favor,  $200;  in  1876,  Mrs.  Almira 
Monk,  $200. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  amount 
of  money  contributed  by  the  church  for  benevolent  purposes.  Prob- 
ably no  church  in  this  vicinity  has  given  so  much.  In  addition  to 
the  ordinary  contributions  to  benevolent  societies,  much  has  been 
given  to  aid  in  the  erection  and  improvement  of  meeting-houses 
and  parsonages,  and  the  payment  of  church  debts.  These  gifts 
have  varied  in  amount,  rising  in  one  instance  to  $1000.  Simple 
justice  demands  the  statement  that  most  of  them  have  been  made 
by  two  members  of  the  church. 

Many  are  the  lessons  which  the  history  of  this  church  suggests. 
But  we  have  not  time  to  even  mention  them  all,  much  less  to  dwell 
upon  them.  When  the  church  was  constituted  our  denomination 
stood  alone  in  the  advocacy  and  defence  of  the  great  truths  of  a  re- 
generate church  membership  and  freedom  of  conscience.  But  the 
former  is  now  acknowledged  by  multitudes  outside  of  our  ranks, 
while  the  latter  is  accepted  by  all  the  Protestant  denominations  in 
our  country.  We  are  thus  taught  that  the  tr.ith  cannot  be  destroy- 
ed though  it  may  be  partially  hidden  and  denied.  Christ's  church 
is  safe.  Its  doctrines  and  ordinances  will  be  perpetuated  down  to 
the  end  of  time.  God  blessed  the  first  members  of  this  church. 
If  we  are  with  Him  as  they  were  he  will  bless  us  as  abundantly. 
Let  any  who  have  not  accepted  Divine  pardon  remember  that  the 
burden  of  all  the  preaching  to  this  people  for  seventy  years  has 
been  Christ  the  only  Saviour  of  lost  sinners.  ''Neither  is  there 
salvation  in  any  other;  for  there  is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men,  whereby  we  must  be  saved." 


Price  10  cents.       For  sale  by  0.  F.  Bryant. 
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FOR  GENTLEMEN'S  WE\R. 


The  public  will  find  a 
satisfactoiy  substitute 
for  custom  work  in  our 
stock  of  ready-made  ar- 
ticles, as,  during  our 
business  experience  of 
thirty  3^ears,  we  hi^ve 
constantly  aimed  to 
produce  tke  best  class 
of  work  in  this  line  that 
could  be  made.  The 
attention  of  gentlemen 
who  appreciate  thor- 
ough workmanship  and 
reliable  fabrics  from  the 
best  mills  in  the  world 
— and  who  are  willing 
to  pay  proper  prices 
for^the  grade  of  goods 
that  we  sell — is  direct- 
ed to  the  present  seas- 
onable and  extensive  assortment  upon  our  countei's.  In  addition 
to  the  usual  lines  of  WALKING  and  BUSINESS  SUITS  and 
LIGHT-WEIGHT  OVERCOATS  of  imported  and  other  woolens, 
we  have  elegant  DRP^SS  SUITS  (or  single  garments)  ready  for 
immediate  use,  and  an  unrivalled  assortment  of  WHITE  VESTS. 


400  WASHINGTON  STREET,       -       BOSTON,  MASS. 


LOVEJOY  &  CO., 

Importers  and  Dealers  in 

AND  MATTINGS, 

178  and  179  Tremont  Street,  BOSTON. 

W.  B.  WICKES, 
GENERAL  BUSINESS  AGENT, 

SHARON,  MASS. 

Real  Estate  sold,  leased  and  cared  for.  Farm 
Houses,  Woodland,  and  unimproved  property  for 
sale. 


INSURANCE  BROKER. 


DESCRIPTION. 


Sharon,  Norfolk  Count}^  Massachusetts,  is  seventeen  miles 
southwest  of  Boston  on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  It  is 
from  three  hundred  to  five  hundred  feet  above  marsh  level.  It  is 
mostly  a  rural  farming  town  with  about  fifteen  hundred  permanent 
population  and  about  five  hundred  summer  residents.  Some  of  the 
latter  come  in  search  of  health,  and  all  are  attracted  by  the  fine 
air,  lovely  drives  and  beautiful  scenery  of  Sharon. 

The  number  of  summer  residents  is  increasing.  People  in  ac- 
tive business  in  Boston,  Providence,  and  neighboring  cities,  find 
here  all  the  attractions,  but  none  of  the  discomforts  and  privations 
of  the  mountains  and  other  distant  places,  with  the  advantage  of 
being  within  call  of  the  telegraph  and  quick  ride  by  cars  to  their 
places  of  business.  Man}^  such  are  making  Sharon  their  home. 
To  the  permanent  resident  we  present  the  attraction,  beside  good 
health,  plenty  of  land  at  low  prices,  good  roads,  good  school- 
houses  and  schools,  no  town  debt,  low  taxes,  good  churches  and  a 
growing,  prosperous  town.  Taxes  will,  this  year,  be  seven  mills 
on  a  dollar  with  a  discount  of  six  per  cent,  for  prompt  pa^'ment, 
making  it  about  six  and  one-half  mills  net.  This  low  rate  is  not 
reached  by  a  high  valuation  or  niggardly  appropriations.  On  the 
contrarj^  the  town  has  for  some  years  voted  all  the  money  asked 
for  by  the  School  Committee  and  town  officers,  and  usually  the 
mone}'  grants  are  voted  unanimously.  The  town  has  quite  a  large 
permanently  invested  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  used  for  schools. 
There  is  a  good  free  Public  Library.  We  have  Orthodox,  Unita- 
rian and  Baptist  churches.  The  Methodists  hold  meetings  in  a 
hall,  and  the  Catholics  have  Mass  every  Sabbath  in  a  chapel. 
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There  is  a  large  bod}"  of  water  in  Sharon,  containing  460  acres, 
called  Massapoag  Lake.  Massapoag  is  the  Indian  name  for  "large 
water."  It  has  a  dr}- ,  hard  bottom,  is  free  from  fogs  and  damp- 
ness, and  has  a  drive  around  its  borders  of  about  four  miles.  It 
is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  and  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  among 
which  are  White  Perch,  Black  Bass  and  Land  Locked  Salmon. 

On  a  sand}'  bluff  in  the  pine  wood,  thirty  feet  above  the  Lake  is 
the  Massapoag  House,  a  summer  hotel  with  some  eighty  sleepjng 
rooms.  It  is  well  kept  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Howe  of  the  Evans  House, 
Boston,  and  is  always  crowded  in  summer,  as  is  every  boarding 
house  in  Sharon.  In  fact,  on  a  Saturday  night  last  summer,  we 
were  obliged  to  send  people  to  Foxboro,  six  miles  away,  to  lodge. 

From  the  summit  of  Moose  Hill  a  view  of  Boston  is  obtained, 
and  from  many  places  in  the  village  the  towers  of  Roxbury  and  of 
Boston  are  visible.  Sharon  has  yet  many  thousand  acres  of  forest 
which  gives  the  scenery  a  decidedly  wild  appearance,  while  as  you 
emerge  from  the  road  you  often  strike  views  extending  over  many 
miles  and  taking  in  several  villages.  There  is  a  notable  instance 
of  this  on  the  Norwood  road,  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Warren  Fuller. 

As  yet  man  has  done  but  little  to  beautify  Sharon,  but  Nature 
has  been  lavish  in  her  work,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  an  Im- 
provement Association  has  lately  been  formed  that  aims,  as  far  as 
its  influence  extends  to  see  that  Nature  is  not  unnecessarily  maimed 
by  the  hand  of  man.  Thanks  to  the  generous  aid  extended  by 
both  the  permanent  and  summer  residents,  this  Association  has,  in 
the  one  year  of  its  existence,  caused  to  be  erected  a  tower  on  the 
summit  of  Moose  Hill  and  built  a  passable  road  to  it ;  has  caused 
trees  to  be  set  out  and  a  sidewalk  built  from  the  Post-office  to  the 
Lake,  a  distance  of  one  mile  ;  has  erected  lanterns  and  lighted  the 
village  with  gasoline  ;  has  placed  a  first-class  four  dial  clock  in  the 
tower  of  one  of  the  churches  ;  has  built  and  equipped  a  hook  and 
ladder  truck  ;  and  has  paused  to  be  raised  by  subscription  about 
twelve  thousand  dollars  for  a  Town  -House.  A  good  show- 
ing for  one  year  and  proves  that  all  work  together  with  a  will. 
The  Association  proposes  to  hold  on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  Au- 
gust of  each  year  a  picnic  or  sort  of  Sharon  holiday  which  all  who 
ever  lived  in  Sharon  and  all  who  take  an  interest  in  her  welfare 
are  cordially  invited  to  attend.  The  terms  of  membership  of  the 
Association  is  an  annual  payment  of  one  dollar  in  cash  or  labor. 
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Twenty-five  dollars  in  one  payment  makes  a  person  a  life  member 
and  I  respectfully  commend  it  to  the  notice  of  all  sons  and  daugh- 
ters of  Sharon.  The  President  of  the  Association  is  George  W. 
Gay;  Vice  Presidents,  H.  A.  Lothrop,  E.  D.  Barbour,  A.  B. 
Lovejoy  and  D.  C.  Sanger;  Secretary,  Fred  F.  Bryant;  Treasur- 
er, W.  B.  Wickes. 

Though  Sharon  is  chiefl}'  a  farming  town  there  are  factories  of 
boots  and  shoes,  carriages,  cotton  duck,  cutlery,  packing  cases, 
shoe  tools  and  trowels.  These  are  all,  except  the  boot  factories, 
run  by  water  power.  There  is  also  a  good  unused  water  power  for 
sale  and  also  a  mill  for  sale  with  a  good  constant  stream. 

The  healthy  air  of  Sharon  enables  workmen  to  do  more  work  in 
a  given  time  than  they  can  in  other  localities.  This  is  especially 
true  of  occupations  requiring  close  application.  The  pure  spring 
waters  of  Beaver  Brook  open  an  opportunity  for  business  requir- 
ing cold,  clear  water.  The  low  price  of  land  and  power,  low 
taxes,  good  schools  and  low  rates  of  freight  on  the  railroad,  makes 
this  a  desirable  place  to  start  most  any  business,  and  there  are 
citizens  here  who  are  ready  to  extend  needed  aid  to  induce  worthy 
enterprises  here.  Persons  or  companies  about  to  start  manufac- 
turing and  those  now  engaged  in  business,  who,  for  any  reason, 
would  like  to  change  their  location  are  cordially  invited  to  confer 
with  me  and  see  what  Sharon  will  do  for  them  before  the}'  locate 
elsewhere.  To  those  in  search  of  health,  I  commend  the  article 
on  the  Healthiness  of  Sharon  in  this  pamphlet.  There  is  a  great 
need  of  a  boarding  house  or  sanitarium,  especially  for  invalids, 
here,  and  I  would  like  to  confer  with  some  physician  who  is  suita- 
ble to  conduct  such  an  establishment.  '  Rightl}^  conducted  it  could 
do  a  large  and  profitable  business. 

To  any  one  who  would  like  to  buy  a  farm,  we  have  land  adapted 
to  almost  ever}^  crop  raised  in  this  climate.  The  strong,  rocky 
soil  of  Moose  Hill  is  particularly  adapted  to  grass  and  orchards, 
while  the  early,  easy  worked,  productive.  New  Jersey  like  soil  on 
Sharon  Plain  is  well  adapted  to  small  fruits,  vegetables  and  grain. 
Our  healthy  air,  as  favorable  for  beast  as  for  man,  is  particularly 
good  for  poultr}'  raising.  In  summer  our  increased  population 
takes  most  of  the  products  raised,  and  our  proximity  to  several 
large  towns  and  cities  affords  a  near  market  of  consumers  for  all 
products.    We  would  like  to  induce  some  one  who  understands 
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the  canning  of  corn  and  tomatoes  to  start  that  business  here. 
Cranberries  are  cultivated  in  a  few  places  very  successfully  and 
we  have  many  other  wild  meadows  equally  well  adapted  to  the 
crop.  I  invite  those  who  wish  a  farm,  either  large  or  small,  to 
come  and  see  me  or  write  me. 

For  investors,  builders  and  land  companies,  I  can  secure  large 
tracts  of  land  in  desirable  localities  on  the  railway.  I  have  now 
two  or  three  such  tracts  for  sale,  which  we  offer  low  and  on  easy 
terms  of  payments. 


HEALTHINESS  OF  SHARON. 


In  a  Work  on  local  causes  of  Consumption,  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  in  1862, 
he  speaks  of  Sharon  as  likely  to  be  free  from  lung  diseases.  The  correct- 
ness of  his  judgment  is  now  shown  by  the  Town  Records  from  which  it 
appears  one-fourth  of  all  who  have  died  in  the  town  for  the  last  five 
years  were  over  80  years  of  age,  and  more  have  died  ol  old  age  than  of 
consumption.  In  the  four  months  of  this  year,  ending  April  30,  one-half 
of  the  deaths  were  from  old  age,  and  were  of  persons  over  87.  It  should 
be  added,  Sharon  is  a  growing  town  with  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  inhab- 
itants between  five  and  fifteen,  and  many  of  its  inhabitants  engaged  in 
sedentary  occupations.— Boston  Traveller,  Nov.  11.  1871. 

The  official  records  show  that  there  were  twenty-five  deaths  in 
Sharon  in  1881.  Of  this  number  five  were  infants  not  born  in  the 
town  of  Sharon  and  all  under  seven  months  old.  Probably  most 
or  all  of  these  were  nearly  gone  before  they  were  brought  to  Shar- 
on. The  remaining  twent}''  were  of  the  average  age  of  sixt3^-three 
3^ears,  twelve  of  them  being  over  seventy.  Nor  does  it  appear 
that  all  the  old  people  are  dying  off,  as  no  less  than  four  men  of 
the  average  age  of  81  3-4  years  and  all  residing  within  one  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  of  the  Post-office  have,  within  ten  days  of  this  writ- 
ing, (April  1st,  1882,)  celebrated  their  birth-days. 

The  curative  qualities  of  Sharon  air  are  so  well  known  that  med- 
ical men  are  sending  their  patients  here  from  New  York,  Newport 
and  New  Haven,  as  well  as  from  places  nearer  home.  The  late 
Dr.  A.  D.  Bacon,  after  practicing  medicine  forty  years,  twenty- 
eight  of  which  was  spent  in  Sharon,  said,  "I  have  never  seen  con- 
tagious or  infectious  diseases  become  epidemic  here.  I  have  had 
cases  of  small  pox  and  diphtheria  in  their  most  virulent  forms 
among  my  patients,  and  that  under  circumstances  where  we  should 
suppose  the}'  would  spread  fearfully,  but  those  most  exposed  did 
not  take  the  disease."    He  also  said  ^'all  diseases  seem  to  yield 
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much  more  readily  to  treatment  here  than  in  any  other  locality 
with  which  I  am  acquainted."  Another  celebrated  physician 
has  said,  "good  air  and  drainage  are  necessary  to  health,  but  be- 
side these  there  seems  to  be  some  undiscovered  law  which 
makes  this  locality  so  healthy."  It  is  certain  that  some  who  have 
been  pronounced  by  the  most  skillful  doctors  as  past  all  help,  with 
consumption,  have  recovered  here.  In  one  instance,  a  lady  was 
told  b}^  the  late  Dr.  Edward  Clarke,  of  Boston,  that  she  was  past 
all  help,  and  could  expect  to  live  but  a  short  time,  as  both  lungs 
have  tubercles  on  them  and  are  nearly  gone,  yet  that  lady  got  well 
in  Sharon  air  and  is  now  enjoj^ing  a  fair  measure  of  health.  None 
should  go  to  Colorado,  Florida,  or  anj^  far  off  land  in  search  of 
health  until  they  have  tried  Sharon.  Here,  I  believe,  they  will  find  in 
every  case  a  climate  equally  suited  to  their  complaints  and  yet  not 
be  deprived  of  any  of  the  comforts  of  a  New  England  home.  Here 
you  are  within  a  half  hour's  ride  of  Boston,  over  one  of  the  best 
railroads  in  the  world,  while  the  stores  in  Sharon  afford  as  good 
meats,  provisions  and  groceries  as  can  be  found  in  any  market  in 
the  country. 

In  the  last  twelve  years  I  have  assisted  in  locating  hundreds  of 
people  in  Sharon  homes  ;  many  of  them  were  well  and  many  more 
of  them  were  sick  with  lung,  throat  and  all  kinds  of  chronic  dis- 
eases, as  also  convalescing  from  severe  fits  of  sickness,  and  I  do 
not  remember  a  case  where  benefit  has  not  been  derived  from  com- 
ing here,  and  in  man}^  cases  surprising  cures  have  been  effected. 

Sickly  children  and  infants  ahnost  universallj^  become  strong 
here  if  brought  before  past  all  chance  of  recovery.  The  Massa- 
chusetts Infant  Asylum  has  had  upward  of  thirty  babies,  all  of  them 
under  two  years  of  age,  boarding  in  private  families  here  for 
some  3"ears,  and  though  the}'  are  generalh'  the  children  of  diseased 
parents,  and  though  they  are  all  fed  from  a  bottle  yet  a  greater 
per  cent,  of  them  live  and  grow  strong  than  is  the  average  of  in- 
fants in  other  places  who  are  nursed  b}'  their  mothers.  Is  it  pos- 
sible that  milk  from  cows  fed  in  Sharon  is  more  health}^  than  that 
made  in  other  places?  I  have  sometimes  thought  so.  I  am  sure 
that  the  air  is  as  beneficial  to  beast  as  man.  This  was  shown  in 
1872  when  almost  ever}'  horse  in  the  countr}'  was  laid  up  sick,  3'et 
most  of  those  in  Sharon  escaped.  Horses  here,  that  were  used 
every  da}'  had  no  signs  of  the  disease.    Gentlemen  in  Boston  own- 
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ing  valuable  dogs  appreciate  this  and  have  established  a  kennel  or 
dog  boarding  house  on  Moose  Hill,  where  from  thirty  to  fifty  dogs 
are  constantly  kept. 


HOW  TO  REACH  SHARON. 


Sharon  is,  as  has  been  said,  on  the  Boston  and  Providence 
Railroad,  17  miles  southwest  of  Boston  Common,  and  25  miles  from 
Providence;  time  of  trains  from  Boston  31  to  40  minutes.  This 
railroad  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country.  Unlike  ever}^  other 
road  entering  Boston,  save  one,  it  crosses  no  draw-bridges  ;  is  double 
tracked,  with  steel  rails  its  entire  length,  and  is  as  well  equipped  and 
carefully  managed  as  any  road  in  the  country.  Its  station  in  Bos- 
ton, on  Columbus  Avenue  and  Park  Square,  is  the  most  conven- 
ient and  comfortable,  and  architectually  the  most  beautiful  of  any 
in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  said  to  be  the  longest  in  the  world ; 
being  850  feet  in  length. 

Single  fare  from  Boston  to  Sharon  55  cents  ;  package  tickets, 
ten  for  $4  ;  season  tickets  $23  per  quarter. 

Passengers  from  New  York  can  reach  Sharon  by  the  Shore  Line 
(all  rail)  or  by  the  Stonington  Steamboat  line.  To  drive  from  Bos- 
ton to  Sharon  take  Brush  Hill  Turnpike  and  come  via  Canton. 
From  Jamaica  Plain  come  via  Dedham  and  Norwood.  From  New 
Bedford  and  Taunton  come,  if  by  carriage,  via  Easton  Furnace. 
To  drive  from  Providence  follow  the  telegraph  wires  via  East  At- 
tleboro'  and  Foxboro'. 


SCENEKY  AND  DRIVES. 


Very  few  places  can  give  such  a  succession  of  good  drives, 
coupled  with  magnificent  scenery  as  can  Sharon.  Usually  where 
the  scener}^  is  wild  the  roads  are  poor  if  not  absolutely  unsafe,  but 
it  is  not  so  here. 

At  some  future  time  I  may  give  a  full  list  of  the  drives  in  and 
about  Sharon,  but  in  this  I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  few.  In  the 
following  we  are  supposed  to  start  from  the  Post-office.  Every 
one  will  wish  to  drive  around  the  Pond  ;  from  the  Post-oflSce  and 
back  it  is  six  miles.  Another  drive  you  must  take  to  see  Sharon 
is  to  Moose  Hill.  The  road  past  the  depot  is  the  nearest  and  most 
romantic,  but  it  is  yery  hilly.  You  can,  to  return  by  easier  grades, 
come  down  the  "Moose  Hill  Road,"  to  Main  street.  From  a  tower 
20  feet  high  on  the  summit  of  the  hill  there  is  a  splendid  view  cov- 
ering more  than  1,000  square  miles  of  territory,  including  many 
towns  and  villages,  and  several  cities.  The  late  Robert  Morris 
Copeland,  the  eminent  landscape  gardener,  said,  from  this  hill  was 
the  finest  view  this  side  the  White  Mountains.  The  air  on  the 
hill  is  very  invigorating,  and  persons  with  weak  lungs  enjoy  it 
much.  Perhaps  sometime  there  will  be  a  sanitarium  or  hotel  on 
the  hill.    It  would  be  well  patronized. 

The  poultry  house  that  you  pass  in  returning  is  over  800  feet  long 
and  has  a  wing,  not  in  sight  from  the  road  450  feet  long.  It  was 
intended  for  10,000  fowl. 

For  a  short  drive  take  Main  street  toward  Foxboro',  turn  the 
first  left  through  "Gun  House  Lane"  then  next  left  home.  In 
"Gun  House  Lane"  formerly  stood  the  gun  house  in  which  was 
stored  the  cannon  to  protect  the  inhabitants  from  their  enemies. 
The  large  house  near  the  corner  of  the  lane  is  Mr.  Sanger's  board- 
ing house.    This  was  formerly  the  Randall  homestead,  and  here 
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died  not  many  years  ago,  "Boston  Randall"  a  very  aged  Negro 
and  probabl}'  the  last  slave  owned  in  Massachusetts.  He  was 
brought  from  Africa  by  one  of  the  Randalls,  and  kept  as  a  body 
servant  until  he  finally  became  a  familj'  pet.  He  refused  his  free- 
dom and  was  kindly  cared  for  by  the  family  while  he  lived.  He 
was  buried,  as  was  his  masters  family,  in  the  Chestnut  Tree 
cemeter}^ 

For  a  very  romantic  drive  take  Main  street  and  Walpole  street 
to  Mr.  Benjamin  Rhoade's  house,  turn  sharp  to  the  left  and  follow 
County  street,  until  it  comes  out  at  Main  street  near  Turner's 
cranberry  meadow.  Count}'  street  is  full  of  sharp  pitches  and  not 
much  travelled,  but  it  is  decidedly  wild  and  has  a  history.  It  is 
one  of  the  oldest  roads  in  Massachusetts,  having  been  called  the 
"path  to  Bristol."  It  was  over  this  road  Madam  Knight  rode  on 
the  first  night  of  her  famous  journey  to  New  York,  and  the  "Way- 
mans  Ordinarj^"  where  she  spent  the  first  night  stood  near  where 
the  cranberry  store  house  now  stands.  Here  Ebenezer  Billings  is 
supposed  to  have  built  his  tavern  about  1658. 

For  a  variety  of  ferns  drive  through  the  Pigeon  Swamp  road. 
Maiden  hair  ferns  grow  here,  but  you  ma}"  require  a  guide  to  find 
them.  You  will  have  a  romantic  ride  to  go  past  Leonard's  mill. 
Turn  sharp  to  the  left  at  the  cemeter}'  and  take  the  first  right  and 
the  next  right.  Near  the  house  of  J.  M.  BuUard,  on  this  road, 
you  get  a  splendid  view  and  an  assortment  of  ferns. 

Drive  to  Wolemonopoag  pond,  on  Mam  Street,  and  turn  the 
left  and  the  next  left  home.  If  yoa  care  for  places  of  historical 
interest,  when  on  this  drive,  take  the  right  at  Mrs.  T.  E.  Clark'b  and 
go  to  Clapp's  saw-mill.  Here  was  the  foundry  where,  under  Gen- 
eral Gridley  was  cast  the  first  cannon  ever  made  in  the  country. 
This  Richard  Gridley,  who  afterward  laid  out  the  redoubts  on 
Bunker  Hill,  was  warned  out  of  Sharon  for  fear  he  would  become 
a  pauper. 

It  is  six  miles  to  Foxboro,  six  to  So.  Walpole,  five  to  Walpole, 
six  to  Norwood,  and  three  to  Canton.  At  Canton  go  and  see  the 
large,  solid,  stone  viaduct,  by  which  the  railroad  crosses  the  high- 
way and  the  Neponset  river.  It  used  to  be  considered  one  of  the 
wonders  of  tUe  age.  To  Dedliam  is  ten  miles,  Stoughton  six.  North 
Easton  seven.  At  the  last  the  Unitarian  church,  the  other  public 
buildings  and  the  magnificent  grounds  of  F.  L.  Ames,  which  are  open 
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to  the  public,  which  are  worth  a  visit.  To  Easton  Furnace — sev- 
en miles  is  a  pleasant  drive,  and  a  little  off  the  road  in  East  Mans- 
field is  Austin's  poultry  grounds.  Here,  at  times,  ma}^  be  seen  as 
many  as  5000  geese  fattening  for  the  market  as  well  as  immense 
quantities  of  hens,  ducks  and  turkeys.  Mr.  Austin  sometimes  feeds 
60  bushels  of  grain  a  da}'  to  his  fowl.  To  East  Foxboro'  is  six  miles. 
Much  of  the  way  this  road  runs  beside  the  railioad  track. 
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Depot  of  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  Columbus  Ave.,  Boston. 
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BOSTON  &  PROVIDENCE  RAILROAD. 


ON  AND  AFTER  MONDAY,  APRIL  3, 1882,  TRAINS  LEAVE 

SiiAKO^^  for  Boston,  7.01,  8.06,  9.23,  11.53  A.  M.; 
2.54,  5.20  P.  M.  Due  in  Boston,  7.40,  8.50,  10, 
A.  M.;  12.30,  3.30,  6.00  P.  M. 

BosTOis-  for  Sharon,  6.20,  8,  9.25,  10.30  A.  M. ;  2,  4, 
5.30,  8.30  P.  M.  Due  in  Sharon  and  leave  Sharon 
for  Mansfield,  Attleboro,  Pawtucket  and  Provi- 
dence, 7,  8.36,  10.01,  1115  A.  M.;  2.35,  4.36,  6.09, 
9.05  P.  M. 

Sharox  for  Roxbiuy,  8.06,  11.53  A.  M.;  5.20  P.  M. 
Sharo^^^  for  Jamaica  Plain,  "  " 

Sharon  for  Hyde  Park,  7.01,  9.23, 11.53  A.  M.;  5.20 
P.  M. 

Sharon-  for  Readville  8.06,  11.53  A.  M.;  5.20  P.  M. 
Sharon  for  Canton  Junction,  7.01,  8.06,  9.23,  11.53 

A.  M.;  2.54,5.20  P.M. 
Sharon  for  'New  York,  8.36  A.  M. ;  Due  in  ISTew 

York  4.22  P.  M. 
Grand  Central  Depot,  42d  St.  N.  Y.,  8.05  A.  M.; 

Due  in  Sharon  5.20  P,  M. 
Boston  for  JSew  York  (Shore  line)  8  A.  M.  Due  in 

New  York  4.22  P.  M. 
Boston  for  ^N'ew  York  1  P.  M.,  Due  in  ISTew  York 

7.41  P.  M. 

Boston  for  New  York  10.30  P.  M.,  including  Sun- 
days.   Due  in  ^S'ew  York  6.18  A.  M. 

A  Sunday  train  leaves  Providence  for  Boston  at  8 
A.  M.,  stopping  at  Pawtucket,  Attleboro,  Mans- 
field, Sharon,  Canton  Junction  and  Hyde  Park. 

ytoninoton  Steamboat  Line  leaves  Boston  at  6.30  P.  M. 

Shore  Line  leaves  New  York  8.05  A.  M.  Due  in  Boston  6  P.  M. 
Leave  New  York  1.00  P.  M.  Due  in  Boston  8.05  P.  M.  Leave 
New  York  10  P.  M.    Dne  in  Boston  6.20  A  M.,  every  day. 

Stonington  Steamboat  leaves  Pier  33,  Nortli  River,  New  York, 
at  5  P.  M. 
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SHARON  POST  OFFICE. 


C.  F.  BUYANT,       -       -  POST-MASTEH, 


Mails  for  Boston  close  7.50  A.  M.  ;  5  P.  M. 
Mails  for  Providence  close  7.50  A.  M.  ;  4.20  P.  M. 
Mails  due  from  Boston  8.40  A.  M.  ;  4.45  A.  M. 
Mails  due  from  Providence  8.40  A.  M.  ;  5.25  P.  M. 


BOAEDDTG  HOUSE  DIEEOTORT. 


The  following  is  intended  to  be  a  complete  list  of  those  who 
take  boarders  in  Sharon.  If  any  one  is  inadvertently  omitted  they 
will  please  report  and  have  their  names  inserted  in  future  editions. 
If  you  desire  board  write  me,  state  what  you  require,  enclose  a 
stamp  for  reply  and  I  will  cheerfully  give  a  list  of  those  not  full, 
their  prices  and  accommodations.  Those  able  and  willing  to  pay 
for  a  good  table,  can,  if  they  apply  early,  get  as  good  here  as  in 
any  town  or  city,  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  Sharon  is  usu- 
ally full  in  the  summer,  and  late  arrivals  are  not  sure  of  any  place. 
I  give  the  address  and  distance  from  the  depot :  Rev.  A. 
P.  Chute,  1-2  of  a  mile;  Silas  Davenport,  1-4  of  a  mile;  Geo. 
W.  Dunakin,  1-2  of  a  mile  ;  Willard  G.  Esty,  1  1-2  of  a  mile  ;  W. 
H.  Gay,  1-4  of  a  mile  ;  J.  P.  Hewins,  1-4  of  a  mile  ;  J.  M.  Rich- 
ards, 1-2  of  a  mile  ;  Spencer  Richards,  2  miles  ;  D  .C  .Sanger,  1-2 
of  a  mile  ;  Lewis  Smith,  1-2  of  a  mile  ;  W.  B.  Wickes,  1-2  of  a 
mile;  T.  N.  Wood,  1-4  of  a  mile;  Mrs.  Mary  Young,  1-2  of  a 
iiiile  ;  A.  L.  Howe,  Massapoag  House,  2  miles  ;  J.  Warren  Jones, 

I-  2  of  a  mile,  Mrs.  Ann  Reynolds,  1-2  of  a  mile  ;  George  Richards 

II-  2  miles. 
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TOWN  OFF lOEES  OF  SHARON 

For  the  Year  ending  on  the  first  Monday  in  March  1883. 


CLERK,  FUED  F.  BRYANT, 
SELECTMEN,  ASSESSORS,  AND  OVERSEERS  OF  POOR 

GEO.  W.  &AY,  GEO.  H.  HIXON,  CHAS.  T.  HOWARD. 


Treasurer ; 
JOEL  P.  HEWINS, 


Constable  : 
H.  FRANK  LEONARD, 


Measurers  of  Wood  : 

D.  W.  Pettee,  C.  E.  Howard,  Warren  Cobb,  Nelson  Drake. 


Field  Driver,  T.  J.  BILLINGS. 


Surveyor  of  Lumber,  SILAS  W.  YARNUM. 


Weighers,  D.  W.  PETTEE,  NELSON  DRAKE. 


School  Committee  : 


Horace  A.  Lothrop,    Chas.  D.  Hixon,     John  M.  Bullard 
David  C.  Sanger,        Chas.  T.  Howard,  Henry  L.  Naramore. 
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INSURANCE. 


Being  the  only  mSURANCE  BEOKEE  licensed 
in  Sharon,  I  offer  my  services  to  place  Insurance  on 
all  kinds  of  insurable  property  at 

LOWEST  SAFE  RATES 

in  most  any  company  authorized  to  do  business  in 
Massachusetts,  whether  stock  comj^anies  or  mutual, 
foreign  or  domestic.  Life  Insurance  in  reliable  com- 
panies. 

W.  B.  WICKES, 

General  Business  &  Insurance  Agent 

shaeon,  mass. 

Houses,  Farms,  Wood-lands, 

—AND—  . 

Tracts  of  Vacant  Lands, 

Always  on  hand  and  for  sale  low.  Property  for 
sale  in  Walpole,  i^orfolk,  Foxboro',  Wrentham,  Shar- 
on and  other  towns.  TWO  GOOD  WATEE 
POWEES  for  sale  low  and  on  easy  terms.  One  of 
them  has  a  new  mill  and  a  new  turbine  wheel,  and  is 
well  worthy  of  investigation  by  those  in  want  of 
power. 

W.  B.  WICKES, 

SHARON,  MASS. 


mm  I  CLAiE, 

FASHIONABLE 

STATIONER 

—AND— 

ENGRAVER. 
WEDDING"»VISITING  CARDS 

A  SPECIALTY. 


CLARKE'S  BOSTON  BLUE  BOOK, 

41  WEST  STREET,  BOSTON. 
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DivilsiiHriftll, 


—AT  THE— 


BLUE  STORE, 

(JUST  OFF  POND  STREET,  SHARON,) 
Make  a  specialty  of  supplying  Boarding  Houses  and 
summer  residents  with  choice 


FEBSH  MEATS,  POT TLTRY,  BUTTER,  VEGE- 
TABLES AISTD  OTHER  PROVISIONS 
Am)  GROCERIES. 

Driers  M  for  any  article  to  lie  liai  in  Boston  Martets. 

Best  of  Hay  8c  Grain  always  on  hand. 

ORDERS  TAKEN  FOR 


CLOTHING. 

OrJers  calM  for  aM  Bools  jroilly  MmA 
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Massapoag  House, 


This  House  will  be  open  for  Boarders  about  the  first  of  June. 
Perfect  Drainage.   Beautiful  Drives.  Boating  and  Fishing. 

Attached  to  the  house. 
FOR  TERMS  AND  PLANS  OF  ROOMS  APPLY  TO  THE 

1^  EVANS  HOUSE,  -  BOSTON, 

A.  L  HOWE,  Proprietor. 

T.  E.  GROYER, 

mmmmmmm  urn  mmmEwmmmmsm 

242  WASHINGTON,  ST.,  BOSTON, 

FOR  SALE--25  HOUSES, 

From  one-quarter  to  100  acres  of  land,  and  ranging  in  price  from 

^500  to  ^'7000. 

W.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon,  Mass. 
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HENRY  E,  BRIGGS, 
LIVERY,  BOARDING  -  SALE 

BTAWMM* 

TEAMS  WITH  OR  WITHOUT  CAREFUL  DRIVERS  SUPPLIED  FOR 

PICNICS,  EXCURSIONS 

and  HAY-RACK  RIDES, 

AND  ALL  OTHER  PURPOSES. 


Orders  by  Mail  or  Telegraph 

FOE  TEAMS  AT  TRAINS, 
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For  Sale  in  Sharon 


COTTAGE  HOUSE,  three  minutes  walk  from  Churches  and 
Post-office.    10,000  feet  of  land,  some  ^'ruit,  and  is  a  pretty 
place.    PRICE  $1,000. 

W.  B.  WICKES,  SHARON,  MASS. 


A NICE  2-STORY  HOUSE,  with  12  rooms,  40,000  feet  of 
land,  sheds  and  poultry  houses,  well  and  two  cisterns.  House 
sits  high,  has  piazza  and  blinds.  Cherries,  currants  and  goose- 
berries. PRICE  $3,000,  one-half  cash! 


W.  B.  WICKES,  SHARON,  MASS. 


NEAR  THE  LAKE,  a  cottage  house,  barn,  and  about  100,000 
feet  of  land.    A  good  retired  place.    Must  be  sold.  PRICE, 
$800,  one-half  cash. 


W.  B.  WICKES,  SHARON,  MASS. 


THE  LARGE  DOUBLE  2-story  house  near  the  depot  with  20,- 
000  feet  of  land.    House  in  good  repair,  fine  well  of  water, 
large  apple  trees,,  pine  wood  near. 


W.  B.  WICKES,  SHAEON,  MASS. 
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BLUE  STORE! 


BUTTER,  CHEESE,  EGGS,  TEA,  COFFEE,  FRESH 
MEATS,  CANNED  GOODS,  SPICES, 
and  FRUITS. 

Vegetables  of  all  Kinds 

In  their  season. 

HAY  AND  GRAIN. 

BOOTS  AND  SHOES. 

PAINTS  AND  OIL 

And  all  other  goods  usually  kept  in  a  well-stocked  country  store. 

DAVIDSON  &  CROWELL, 

(Blue  Store  off  Pond  Street,) 
SHARON,  MASS. 
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BOARD  IN  SHARON. 


I  can  accommodate  a  few  people  with  first-class  board.  Good 
sized,  airy  rooms,  blinds,  piazza,  pine  wood  near,  and  is  a  pleas- 
ant place  in  the  village.  I  raihe  my  own  milk,  eggs  and  vegeta- 
bles. I  am  also  always  glad  to  assist  people  in  getting  board  ei- 
ther back  on  farms  or  in  the  village,  and  where  economy  is  an  ob- 
ject, I  can  frequently  get  them  in  at  prices  lower  than  I  should 
care  to  take  them  for. 

W.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon,  Mass. 


Furnished  Houses. 


I  usually  have  a  few  furnished  houses  to  let  for  the  summer. 
People  wanting  such  are  advised  to  apply  early  in  the  season.  Also 

A  few  Unfurnished  Houses 

may  be  had  for  the  summer,  if  applied  for  early.  Sharon  people 
who  are  willing  to  let  their  houses  partly  or  wholly  furnished  can 
usually  find  careful  customers  at  fair  prices.    Apply  to 


\N.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon,  Mass, 


28 

FOR  SALE  IN  NORFOLK. 


A 100  ACRE  FARM,  large  house  and  barn.  This  is  a  splen- 
did farm  all  in  prime  order,  with  good  fences  and  buildings, 
and  is  offered  by  the  heirs  on  easy  terms  and  at  a  low  price  as  none 
of  them  are  so  situated  as  to  keep  it.    Inquire  of 


W.  B.  WICKES,  SHARON,  MASS. 


ALSO  NEAR  THE  ABOVE  and  belonging  to  the  same  estate, 
a  large  2-story  house,  with  barn  and  a  few  acres  of  land.  For 
sale  very  low  and  on  easy  terms.    Inquire  of 

W.  B.  WICKES,  SHAROI^,  MASS. 


GOOD  HOUSE  and  a  few  acres  of  land  suitable  for  a  poultry 
farm.    Inquire  of 

W.  B.  WICKES,  SHAEOJf,  MASS. 


ICE 

SHEPARD  CARPENTER. 


PLYMOUTH  ROCK  EGGS 

FOR  SETTING. 

ill  lii^Ai^  i§M  fMHiii, 

 FOR  SALE  BY  

W.  B.  WICKES,  SHAEOIsr,  MASS. 


\ 
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PRICE  6  CENTS.     For  sale  by  0.  F.  Bryant  at  Post-office. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


TEE  HEALTHIEST  'IMyW^ 


IN- 


NEW  ENGLAND. 


By  W.  B.  WICKES. 


I.  Gbeeting. 

11.  I)i:s(uiinioN. 

III.  IIeALTJU  I  LNESS.      OzONK.      CuKK  Ol   IIa  Y  FkV  KK 

IV.  How  TO  Ri:a(H  Siiakon. 

V.  S(  ENEHY  AND  DkIYES. 

VI.  IvAij.uoAi)  Time  Tables. 

\'IL  l>OAi.'i>iX(;  House  Dih'ErTORY. 


S  H  A  K  O  N  : 

MilME!)    AT   THE    OFFICE   OF  THE    "SHAKON    ADV'M  A  IK 

1  884. 


Copyright  1884,  by  W.  B.  Wickee. 


SHARON, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

THE  HEA1LTHI1E8T  TOWl 

— IN — 

NEW  ENGLAND. 


By  W.  B.  WICKES. 


SHARON : 

PRINTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  "SHARON  ADVOCATE." 

1884. 


W.  B.  WICKES, 
General  Business  Agent 

SHARON,  MASS. 

TEI.EPHONJ;  NUMBER  9640. 

Real  Estate  sold,  leased  and  cared  for.  Farm 
Houses,  Woodland,  and  unimproved 
property  for  sale. 


Houses,  furnished  and  unfurnish- 
ed. To  Let. 


Boarding  Fkcos  SMpplted, 


Insurance  Carefully  Placed. 
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TO*LET*FUF(I]ISHED 

TI^  THE  TILLAGE,  a  house  with  twelve  rooms, 
^  piazza  and  blinds,  and  large  garden.  The  house 
stands  high,  with  a  perfect  drainage. 

EE^T  FOE  8  MONTHS  $400. 


TJST  THE  VILLAGE,  a  house  with  eight 
^  and  a  bath  room,  nicely  furnished. 

rooms 

TN  THE  TILLAGE,  a  nice  house  with 
^  rooms,  near  a  pine  grove. 

eight 

EENT  FOE  4  MONTHS  $300, 

TN  THE  TILLAGE,  a  cottage  house  with 
^  rooms. 

seven 

RENT  $225. 

FEW  OTHER 

Furnished  and  Unfurnished  Houses 


]\/rAY  BE  HAD  for  the  summer,  if  applied  for 
early.    Apply  to 

W.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon,  Mass. 
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The  attention  of  those  who  may  be  seeking  a  tem- 
porary or  permanent  suburban  home  is  respectfully 
called  to  the  following  pages. 

Shai-on  is  a  pleasant,  healthy  town,  as  rural  as  the 
back  woods  of  Maine  and  yet  is  but  thirty  five  min- 
utes ride  from  Boston,  and  has  good  markets,  good 
roads,  good  soil  and  low  taxes.  Those  who  would 
go  where  municipal  expenses  are  small  and  taxes 
light,  will  find  here  a  town  well  supplied  with  good 
school  houses  and  all  needed  public  buildings,  its 
schools  being  libei-ally  endowed  with  a  permanent 
fund.  The  valuation  is  now  just  about  $1,000,000 
Should  it  be  increased  the  coming  year,  as  we  hope 
it  will,  by  new  comers,  to  another  million,  the  tax 
rate  would  be  but  |5  on  $1000. 

The  attention  of  physicians  who  are  interested  in 
the  subject  of  chmatic  influence  on  disease,  is  called 
to  the  article  on  ^'Healthfulness  and  Ozone."  If 
y^ou  wish  further  information  write  me  or  come  and 
see  me. 

My  carriage  is  usually  at  the  station  on  arrival  of 
9.25  A.  M.  and  2  P.  M.  trains  from  Boston  every 
day  but  Saturday.    Telephon^e  ^o.  9640. 

W.  B,  WICKES. 

Sharon,  Mass.,  Oct.  1st.  1884. 
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BE8CMIFTI01, 

 o  

Sharon,  Norfolk  County,  Massachusetts,  is  seventeen  miles  southwest 
of  Boston,  on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad.  It  is  from  three  hun- 
dred to  five  hundred  feet  above  marsh  level.  It  is  mostly  a  rural  farm- 
ing town  with  about  fifteen  hundred  permanent  population  and  about  five 
hundred  summer  residents.  Some  of  the  latter  come  in  search  of  health, 
and  all  are  attracted  by  the  fine  air,  lovely  drives  and  beautiful  scenery  of 
Sharon. 

The  number  of  summer  residents  is  increasing.  People  in  active  busi- 
ness in  Boston,  Providence,  and  neighboring  cities  find  here  all  the  at- 
tractions, but  none  of  the  discomforts  and  privations  of  the  mountains 
and  other  distant  places,  with  the  advantage  of  being  within  call  of  the 
telegraph,  telephone  and  quick  ride  by  cars  to  their  places  of  business. 
Many  such  are  making  Sharon  their  home.  To  the  permanent  resident  we 
present  the  attraction  beside  good  health,  plenty  of  land  at  low  prices, 
good  roads,  good  school-houses  and  schools,  low  taxes,  good  churches  and 
a  growing,  prosperous  town.  Taxes  were,  in  1882,  seven  and  one-half 
mills  on  a  dollar,  with  a  discount  of  six  per  cent,  for  prompt  payment, 
making  it  about  seven  mills  net.  This  low  rate  was  not  reached  by  a 
high  valuation  or  niggardly  appropriations.  On  the  contrary  the  town 
has  for  some  years  voted  all  the  money  asked  for  by  the  School  Commit- 
tee and  town  officers ;  and  usually  the  money  grants  are  voted  unanimous- 
ly. The  town  has  quite  a  large  permanently  invested  fund,  the  income  of 
which  is  used  for  schools.  There  is  a  good  free  Public  Library.  We 
have  Orthodox,  Unitarian  and  Baptist  churches,  and  the  Catholics  have 
Mass  every  Sabbath  in  a  Chapel. 

About  one  mile  from  Sharon  Station  there  is  a  large  body  of  water  con- 
taining 460  acres,  called  Massapoag  Lake.  Massapoag  is  the  Indian  namfe 
for  "large  water."  It  has  a  dry  shore  and  a  hard  bottom,  is  free  from 
fogs  and  dampness,  and  has  a  drive  around  its  borders  of  about  four 
miles.  It  is  a  beautiful  sheet  of  water,  and  is  well  stocked  with  fish, 
among  which  are  White  Perch,  Black  Bass,  and  Land  Locked  Salmon. 
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On  a  sandy  blnfi'  in  the  pine  wood,  thirty  feet  above  the  Lake  is  the 
Massapoa^  House,  a  summer  hotel  with  some  eighty  sleeping  rooms.  It 
is  well  kept  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Howe,  and  is  always  crowded  in  summer,  as  is 
every  boarding  house  in  Sharon. 

From  the  summit  of  Moose  Hill  a  view  of  Boston  is  obtained,  and  from 
many  places  in  the  village  the  towers  of  Roxbury  and  of  Boston  are  visi- 
])le.  Sharon  has  yet  many  thousand  acres  of  forest  which  gives  the  scen- 
ery a  decidedly  wild  appearance.  Passing  over  the  roads  you  often  sud- 
denly emerge  from  the  woods  and  strike  views  extending  over  many  miles 
and  tiiking  in  several  villages. 

As  yet  man  has  done  but  little  to  beautify  Sharon,  but  Nature  has  been 
lavish  in  her  work,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  an  Improvement  Associa- 
tion has  lately  been  formed  that  aims,  as  far  as  its  influence  extends,  to 
see  that  Nature  is  not  unnecessarily  marred  by  the  hand  of  man.  Thanks 
to  the  generous  aid  extended  by  both  the  permanent  and  summer  resi- 
dents, this  Association  has  caused  to  be  erected  a  tower  on  Moose  Hill 
and  built  a  passable  road  to  it ;  has  caused  trees  to  be  set  out  and  a  side- 
walk built  from  the  Post-office  to  the  Lake,  a  distance  of  one  mile ;  has 
erected  lanterns  and  lighted  the  village  with  gasoline ;  has  placed  a  first- 
class  four-dial  clock  in  the  tower  of  one  of  the  churches,  and  has  built 
and  equipped  a  hook  and  ladder  truck.  The  terms  of  membership  of  the 
Association  is  an  annual  payment  of  one  dollar  in  cash  or  labor.  Twenty- 
tive  dollars  in  one  payment  makes  a  person  a  life  member,  and  I  respect- 
fully connnend  it  to  the  notice  of  all  sons  and  daughters  of  Sharon. 

Though  Sharon  is  chiefly  a  farming  town  there  are  factories  of  boots 
and  shoes,  carriages,  cotton  duck,  cutlery,  packing  cases,  shoe  tools  and 
trowels.  These  are  all, — except  the  boot  factories — run  by  water  power. 
There  are  water  powers  and  mills  for  sale  here,  both  with  and  without 
machinery. 

The  healthy  air  of  Sharon  enables  workman  to  do  more  work  in  a  giv- 
en time  than  they  can  in  other  localities.  This  is  especially  true  of  occu- 
pations requiring  close  application,  and  makes  it  a  desirable  place  for  a 
watch  or  other  factory  requiring  flne  work.  The  dry,  clear  air  causes 
varnish  to  dry  quickly,  and  enables  one  to  put  the  flnish  on  carriages  and 
otlier  nice  work  nuich  quicker  than  in  other  places. 

The  pure  spring  waters  of  Beaver  Brook  open  an  opportunity  for  busi- 
ness requiring  cold,  clear  water.  The  low  price  of  land  and  power,  low 
taxes  good  schools  and  low  rates  of  freight  on  the  railroad,' makes  this 
a  desirable  place  to  start  most  any  business,  and  there  are  citizens  here 
who  are  read}-  to  extend  needed  aid  to  worthy  enterprises.  Persons  or 
companies  about  to  start  manufacturing  and  those  now  engaged  in  any 
business,  who,  for  any  reason,  would  like  to  change  their  location  are  cor- 
dially invited  to  confer  with  me  and  see  what  Sharon  will  do  for  them  be- 
fore they  locate  elsewhere.  To  those  in  search  of  health,  and  those  sub- 
ject to  hay  fever.  I  commend  the  article  on  the  Healthiness  of  Sharon  in 
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this  pamphlet.  There  is  a  great  need  of  a  boarding  house  or  sanitarium, 
especially  for  invalids  here,  and  I  would  like  to  confer  with  some  physi- 
cian who  is  suitable  to  conduct  such  an  establishment.  Rightly  conduct- 
ed it  could  do  a  large  and  profitable  business. 

To  any  one  who  would  like  to  buy  a  farm ,  we  have  land  adapted  to  al- 
most every  crop  raised  in  this  climate.  The  strong,  rockj^  soil  of  Moose 
Hill  is  particularly  adapted  to  grass  and  orchards,  while  the  early,  easy 
worked,  productive,  New  Jersey  like  soil  on  Sharon  Plain  is  well  adapted 
to  small  fruits,  vegetables  and  grain.  This  last  statement  has  been  de- 
monstrated, one  market  gardener  having  cleared  $4000  profit  on  the  vege- 
tables he  raised  here  in  one  season. 

Our  healthy  air,  as  favorable  for  beast  as  man,  is  particularly  good  for 
poultry  raising.  In  summer  our  incre  ased  population  takes  much  of  the 
products,  and  our  proximity  to  several  large  towns  and  cities  and  our  low 
railroad  freights,  aftbrd  a  market  of  consumers  for  all  the  surplus. 

We  need  an  establishment  for  the  canning  of  corn,  tomatoes  and 
squashes,  and  would  offer  inducements  to  a  suitable  person  to  start  that 
business  here.  Cranberries  are  cultivated  in  a  few  places  very  success- 
fully, and  we  have  many  wild  meadows  equally  well  adapted  to  the  crop. 
I  invite  those  who  want  a  farm,  either  large  or  small,  to  come  and  see  me 
or  write. 

For  investors,  builders  and  land  companies,  I  can  secure  large  tracts  of 
land  in  desirable  localities  on  the  railway.  I  have  now  two  or  three  such 
tracts  for  sale,  which  we  ofi*er  low  and  on  easy  terms  of  payment. 

Making  a  specialty  of  Sharon  property,  and  being  an  old  resident  of  the 
town,  I  am  at  all  times  able  to  give  information  to  would-be  purchasers 
and  am  always  ready  to  show  the  town  free  of  expense. 


 O  


HAY  FEVER  AND  ROSE  COLD  CURED. 

In  a  Work  on  local  causes  of  Consumption,  by  Dr.  Bowditch,  in  18G2, 
he  speaks  of  Sharon  as  likely  to  be  free  from  lung  diseases.  The  correct- 
ness of  his  judgement  is  now  shown  by  the  Town  Records  from  which 
it  appears  one-fourth  of  all  who  have  died  in  the  town  for  the  last  five 
years  were  over  80  years  of  age,  and  more  have  died  of  old  age  than  of 
consumption.  In  the  four  months  of  this  year,  ending  April  30,  one-half 
of  the  deaths  were  from  old  age,  and  were  of  persons  over  87.  It  should 
be  added,  Sharon  is  a  growing  town  with  twenty  per  cent,  of  its  inhabi- 
tants between  five  and  fifteen,  and  many  of  its  inhabitants  engaged  in  se- 
dentary occupations. — Bostox  Traveller,  Nov.  11,  1871. 
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The  wonderful  effects  of  Sharon  air  on  those  suffering  from  almost 
any  form  of  disease  has  long  been  known,  but  it  is  not  until  quite  lately 
that  it  has  been  learned  that  this  is  due  to  the  large  quantity  of  ozone, 
which  is  constantly  in  the  air  here.  Why  there  is  much  more  ozone  here 
than  in  other  places  is  still  a  mystery.  That  our  readers  may  better  under- 
stand what  ozone  is  and  its  effects  on  disease,  we  reprint  the  following 
condensed  from  an  article  published  in  the  New  York  Medical  Tribune : 

"Ozone  is  merely  oxygen,  only  in  a  different  physical  condition,  being 
more  condensed  and  possessing  much  greater  activity.  It  has  a  peculiar, 
penetrating  odor,  somewhat  resembling  that  of  chlorine,  and  perceptible 
in  the  atmosphere  even  when  the  ozone  is  present  in  the  proportion  of  on- 
ly one  part  in  one  million  parts  of  atmospheric  air.  Ozone  is  the  most 
energetic  oxidizing  agent  known,  and  attacks  even  the  nitrogen  of  the  air, 
— usually  so  different  in  its  affinities — as  well  as  most  other  elements  con- 
verting them  into  their  highest  forms  of  oxidation.  It  is  produced  in  na- 
ture by  electric  discharges  in  the  atmosphere,  and  is  therefore  more  abun- 
dant in  the  neighborhood  of  strongly  electrified  cloud-masses,  and  in  gen- 
eral, in  the  higher  regions  of  the  atmosphere.  Through  the  agency  of 
rain,  and  particularly  of  snow,  as  well  as  by  the  descent  of  condensed 
moisture,  it  is  conveyed  to  the  lower  regions  of  the  atmosphere.  It  is 
then  rapidly  decomposed  by  coming  in  contact  with  oxidizable  substances 
of  either  vegetable  or  animal  origin,  on  which  it  can  exert  its  destructive 
effect. 

Such  bodies  as  carbonic  oxide  gas,  sulphuretted  and  phosphuretted  hy- 
drogen are  at  once  attacked,  deprived  of  their  gaseous  form,  and  trans- 
formed into  other  combinations,  which  are  then  transferred  to  the  earth. 
Air  loaded  with  putrid  or  miasmatic  exhalations  is  therefore  immediately 
purified  by  contact  with  ozonized  air,  and  again  a  development  of  such 
exhalations  cannot  well  take  place  in  the  presence  of  ozone. 

The  action  of  ozone  on  such  impure  air  is  extremely  powerful.  Accord- 
ing to  Schoenbein,  an  atmosphere  containing  only  1 — 3,240,000  of  ozone  is 
capable  of  destroying  all  noxious  matter  contained  in  an  equal  volume  of 
miasmatic  air.  Where  or  whenever  there  is  a  deficiency  of  this  quantity 
of  ozone,  there  will  occur  zymotic  and  contagious  diseases,  such  as  ty- 
phoid, scarlatina,  measles,  small-pox,  miasmatic  fevers,  yellow  fever,  etc., 
as  well  as  all  sorts  of  skin  diseases.  To  detect  ozone  in  the  atmosphere, 
a  very  satisfactory  test  is  to  expose  to  the  air  a  moistened  piece  of  test 
paper  prepared  as  follows :  The  best  Swedish  filter  paper  cut  in  strips, 
is  dipped  in  a  solution  of  starch  and  potassic  iodide,  then  dried  and  pre- 
served from  the  air  and  light.  When  it  is  to  be  used,  it  is  slightly  moist- 
ened(when  too  dry)  by  holding  it  against  vapor,  or  breathing  upon  it,  and 
then  hanging  it  out  in  the  air  from  two  to  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  pro- 
tected from  the  strong  sun  and  wind.  After  six  hours  it  will  have  been 
oxidized;  then  remove  and  dip  it  into  distilled  water,  when  a  purple  re- 
action will  show  in  the  paper.    It  is  then  compared  with  Dr.  Lender's 
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ozouometer,  which  gives  the  degree  of  ozone  in  the  atmosphere  where  i 
had  been  placed.    This  paper  indicates  free  ozone  by  liberation  of  iodin 
and  consequently,  blueing  of  the  starch. 

The  ozonometry  in  Boston,  which  has  been  carried  on  since  1878,  has 
proved  unsatisfactory,  owing  to  the  small  quantity  of  ozone  found,  which 
^he  following  table  will  show,  and  consequently,  the  increase  of  sickness 
amongst  children. 

It  is  acknowledged  by  the  highest  authorities  of  Europe,  that  the  health 
of  a  community  depends  entirely  on  the  quantity  of  ozone  in  the  atmos- 
phere. The  measurement  for  ozone  was  conducted  in  the  following  man- 
ner. A  test  paper  was  exposed  to  the  atmosphere  mornings  at  7  o'clock, 
remaining  until  1  P.  M. ,  and  from  1  P.  M.  to  7  P.  M.,  six  hours  each. 
Another  was  exposed  from  7  A.  M.  to  7  P.  M. ,  and  from  7  P.  M.  to  7  A. 
M. ,  also  twelve  hours.  The  result  thus  received  showed  maximum  No.  6 
in  twelve  hours  on  a  14  scale  ozonometer,  medium  Nos.  4  and  5  in  six 
hours,  minimum  Nos.  0  and  2  in  the  six  hours  in  the  day  time." 

The  test  papers  exposed  in  Sharon  from  7  A.  M.  to  2  P.  M.,  and  from  9 
P.  M.  to  7  A.  M.,  have  never  when  compared  with  the  Schoenbein  scale  of 
0  to  10  shown  less  than  4  and  in  one  hundred  tests  made  have  averaged 
more  than  6,  frequently  going  as  high  as  9. 

The  curative  qualities  of  Sharon  air  are  so  well  known  that  medical  men 
are  sending  their  patients  here  from  New  York,  Newport  and  NeW  Haven, 
as  well  as  from  places  nearer  home.  The  late  Dr.  A.  D.  Bacon,  after 
practicing  medicine  forty  years,  twenty-eight  of  which  were  spent  in  Shar- 
on, said,  "I  have  never  seen  contagious  or  infectious  diseases  become  ep- 
idemic here.  I  have  had  cases  of  small-pox  and  diptheria  in  their  most 
virulent  forms  among  my  patients,  and  that  under  circumstances  where 
we  should  suppose  they  would  spread  fearfully,  but  those  most  exposed 
did  not  take  the  disease."  He  also  said,  "all  diseases  seem  to  yield  much 
more  readily  to  treatment  here  than  in  any  other  locality  with  which  I  am 
acquainted."  Another  celebrated  physician  has  said,  "good  air  and  drain- 
age are  necessary  to  health,  but  besides  these  there  seems  to  be  some  un- 
discovered law  which  makes  this  locality  so  healthy."  It  is  certain  that 
some  who  have  been  pronounced  by  the  most  skillful  doctors  as  past  all 
help,  with  consumption,  have  recovered  here.  In  one  instance,  a  lady 
was  told  by  the  late  Dr.  Edward  Clarke,  of  Boston,  that  she  was  past  all 
help,  and  could  expect  to  live  but  a  short  time,  as  both  lungs  had  tuber- 
cles on  them  and  were  nearly  gone,  yet  that  lady  got  well  in  Sharon  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  fair  measure  of  health. 

Several  instances  of  the  cure  of  Hay  Eever  here  have  been  brought  to 
my  notice,  one  of  them  of  so  marked  a  character  as  to  excite  the  attention 
of  friends.  It  was  that  of  a  young  girl.  The  attack  was  so  severe  as  to 
lead  the  family  to  fear  serious  results.  In  three  week's  residence  here 
she  changed  from  a  listless  child,  devoid  of  all  animation,  to  a  happy, 
joyous  girl,  full  of  animal  life  and  with  no  symptons  of  the  disagreeable 
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disease.  The  address  of  her  father,  a  well  known  business  man  of  New 
Bedford,  will  be  given  on  application,  as  also  that  of  other  people  who 
have  been  benefited  here. 

None  should  go  to  Colorado,  Florida,  or  any  far  off  land  in  search  of 
health  until  they  have  tried  Sharon.  Here,  I  believe,  they  will  find  in 
every  case  a  climate  equally  suited  to  their  complaints  and  yet  not  be  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  comforts  of  a  New  England  home.  Here,  you  are 
nvithin  a  half  hour's  ride  of  Boston,  over  one  of  the  best  railroads  in  the 
world,  while  the  stores  in  Sharon  afford  as  good  meats,  provisions  and 
groceries  as  can  be  found  in  any  market  in  the  country. 

In  the  last  fourteen  years  I  have  assisted  in  locating  hundreds  of  peo- 
ple in  Sharon  homes ;  many  of  them  were  well  and  many  more  of  them 
were  sick  with  lung,  throat  and  all  kinds  of  chronic  diseases ;  others  con- 
valescing from  severe  fits  of  sickness,  and  I  do  not  remember  a  case 
where  benefit  has  not  been  derived  from  coming  here,  and  in  many  cases 
surprising  cures  have  been  effected. 

Sickly  children  and  infants  almost  universally  become  strong  if  brought 
here  before  past  all  chance  of  recovery.  The  Massachusetts  Infant  Asy- 
lum has  had  upwards  of  thirty  babies,  all  of  them  under  two  years  of  age, 
boarding  in  private  families  here  for  some  years,  and  though  they  are , 
generally,  the  children  of  diseased  parents,  and  though  they  are  all  fed 
from  a  bottle,  yet  a  greater  per  cent,  of  them  live  and  grow  strong  than 
is  the  average  of  infants  in  other  places  who  are  nursed  by  their  mothers. 

In  a  previous  issue  I  asked  if  it  were  possible  that  milk  from  Sharon 
cows  was  more  healthy  than  milk  made  in  other  places.  I  have  since  been 
told  by  eminent  physicians  that  it  was  more  healthy.  The  pure  invigorat- 
ing air  of  Sharon  imparts  health  and  strength  to  the  animal  and  through 
her  to  the  milk.  That  the  air  here  imparts  health  to  animals  was  shown 
in  1872,  when  almost  every  horse  in  the  country  was  laid  up  sick,  yet  most 
of  those  in  Sharon  escaped.  Horses  here  that  were  used  every  day  show- 
ed no  signs  of  the  disease.  Gentlemen  in  Boston  owning  valuable  dogs  ap- 
preciate this  and  have  established  a  kennel  or  dog  boarding-house  on 
Moose  Hill,  where  from  thirty  to  fifty  dogs  are  constantly  kept. 
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Sharon  is,  as  has  been  said,  on  the  Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  sev- 
enteen miles  sonthwest  of  Boston  Common,  and  twenty-five  miles  from 
Providence ;  time  of  trains  from  Boston  thirty-one  to  forty  minutes  • 
This  railroad  is  one  of  the  oldest  in  the  country.  Unlike  every  other  road 
entering  Boston,  save  one,  it  crosses  no  draw  bridges ;  is  double-tracked 
with  steel  rails  its  entire  length,  and  is  as  well  equipped  and  carefully 
managed  as  any  road  in  the  country.  Its  station  in  Boston,  on  Columbus 
Avenue  and  Park  Square,  is  the  most  convenient  and  comfortable,  and  ar- 
chitectually  the  most  beautiful  of  any  in  the  United  States,  and  it  is  said 
to  be  the  longest  in  the  world,  being  eight  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length. 

Single  fare  from  Sharon  to  Boston  forty  cents ;  five  tickets,  one  dollar 
and  seventy-five  cents,  or  thiiiy  five  cents  each.  Season  tickets  for  three 
months,  twenty-three  dollars,  or  about  fourteen  cents  a  trip.  Single  fare 
from  Sharon  to  Providence,  sixty  cents. 

Passengers  from  New  York  can  reach  Sharon  by  the  Shore  Line  (all 
rail)  or  by  the  Stonington  Steamboat  Line.  To  drive  from  Boston  to 
Sharon  take  Brush  Hill  Turnpike  and  come  via  Canton.  From  Jamaica 
Plain  come  via  Dedham  and  Norwood.  From  New  Bedford  and  Taunton 
come,  if  by  carriage,  via  Easton  Furnace.  To  drive  from  Providence  fol- 
low the  telegraph  wires  via  East  Attleboro'  and  Foxboro'. 


»SCEI?E^Y-!-^I^D-:-DI{IVES.'^ 


Very  few  places  can  give  such  a  succession  of  good  drives,  coupled  with 
magniflcent  scenery  as  can  Sharon.  Usually  where  the  scenery  is  wild  the 
roads  are  poor  if  not  absolutely  unsafe,  but  it  is  not  so  here. 

In  the  following  drives  we  are  supposed  to  start  from  the  Post-oflSce. 
Every  one  will  wish  to  drive  around  the  Pond ;  from  the  Post-office  and 
back  is  six  miles.  Another  drive  you  must  take  to  see  Sharon  is  to  Moose 
Hill.  The  road  past  the  depot  is  the  nearest  and  most  romantic,  but  is 
very  hilly.    You  can,  to  return  by  easier  grades,  come  down  the  "Moose 
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Hill  Road,"  to  Main  street.  From  a  tower  twenty  feet  high  on  the  sum 
mit  of  the  hill  there  is  a  splendid  view  covering  more  than  one  thousand 
square  miles  of  territory,  including  many  towns  and  several  villages^ 
and  several  cities.  The  late  Robert  Morris  Copeland,  the  eminent  land 
scape  gardener,  said,  from  this  hill  was  the  finest  view  this  side  the  White 
Mountains.  The  air  on  the  hill  is  very  invigorating,  and  persons  with 
weak  lungs  enjoy  it  much.  Invalids,  by  carrying  a  lunch  and  spending 
some  hours  on  the  hill,  are  often  benefited.  I  regret  there  is  no  boarding 
place  there.  Perhaps  some  time  there  will  be  a  sanitarium  or  hotel  on  the 
hill.    It  would  be  well  patronized. 

The  poultry  house  that  you  pass  in  returning  is  over  eight  hundred  feet 
long  and  has  a  wing,  not  in  sight  of  the  road,  four  hundred  and  eighty 
feet  long.    It  was  intended  for  ten  thousand  fowl. 

For  a  short  drive  take  Main  street  to  Foxboro',  turn  the  first  left  through 
"Gun  House  Lane"  then  next  left  home.  In  "Gun  House  Lane"  formerly 
stood  the  gun  house  in  which  was  stored  the  cannon  to  protect  the  inhab- 
itants from  their  enemies.  The  large  house  near  the  corner  of  the  lane 
was  formerly  the  Randall  homestead,  and  here  died  not  many  years  ago, 
"Boston  Randall"  a  very  aged  Negro  and  probably  the  last  slave  owned  in 
Massachusetts.  He  was  brought  from  Africa  and  kept  as  a  body-servant 
until  he  finally  became  a  family  pet.  He  refused  his  freedom  and  was 
kindly  cared  for  by  the  family  while  he  lived.  He  was  buried,  as  was  his 
master's  family,  in  the  Chestnut  Tree  cemetery. 

Another  short  pleasant  drive  is  to  the  town  farm ;  you  will  save  open- 
ing gates  if  you  go  past  Sharon  depot  and  take  second  right  hand  road. 

For  a  very  romantic  drive  take  Main  street  and  Walpole  street  to  Mr. 
Benjamin  Rhoade's  house,  turn  sharp  to  the  left  and  follow  County  street, 
until  it  comes  to  Main  street  near  Paradise  cranberry  meadow.  County 
street  is  full  of  sharp  pitches  and  not  much  travelled,  but  it  is  decidedly 
wild  and  has  a  history.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest  roads  in  Massachusetts,  hav- 
ing been  called  the  "path  to  Bristol."  It  was  over  this  road  Madam  Knight 
rode  on  the  first  night  of  her  famous  journey  to  New  York,  and  the  "Way- 
man's  Ordinary"  where  she  spent  the  first  night  stood  near  where  the 
cranberry  store-house  now  stands.  Here  Ebenezer  Billings  is  supposed  to 
have  built  his  tavern  about  1658,  many  years  before  there  was  a  white  per- 
son in  what  is  now  Canton. 

For  a  variety  of  ferns  drive  through  the  Pigeon  Swamp  road.  Maiden 
hair  ferns  grow  here.  You  will  have  a  romantic  ride  to  go  past  Leonard's 
mill,  turning  sharp  to  the  left  at  the  cemetery  and  take  the  first  right  and  the 
next  right.  Near  the  house  of  J.  M.  Bullard,  on  this  road,  you  get  a  splen- 
did view  and  an  assortment  of  ferns. 

Drive  to  Wolemonopoag  Pond,  on  Main  St.,  and  turn  to  the  left  and  the 
next  left  home.  If  you  care  for  places  of  historical  interest  when  on  this 
drive,  take  the  right  at  Mrs.  T.  E.  Clark's  and  go  to  Clapp's  saw  mill.  Here 
wasthefoundry  where,  under  General  Gridley,  was  cast  the  first  cannon 
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^ver  made  in  the  country.  This  Richard  Gridley,  who  afterwards  laid  out 
the  redoubts  on  Bunker  Hill,  was  warned  out  of  Sharon  for  fear  he  would 
become  a  pauper. 

Not  far  from  Mrs.  Clark's  King  Phillip  and  his  warriors  camped  the  night 
after  they  burned  Medfield,  in  1676.  They  passed  the  "Wayman's  Ordina- 
ry" just  at  dusk,  but  spared  it  because  one  of  the  Chief's  said,  "Billings  is 
Indians' friend. " 

It  is  six  miles  to  Foxboro'  and  six  to  South  Walpole.  On  the  South  Wal- 
pole  road  Mr.  Lyman  Plympton  has  a  cultivated  cranberry  bog  and  a  culti- 
vated White  Pine  grove,  both  equal,  if  not  superior,  to  any  others  in  the 
State.  To  Walpole  is  five  miles,  six  to  Norwood  and  three  to  Canton.  At 
Canton  go  and  see  the  large,  solid,  stone  viaduct,  by  which  the  railroad 
crosses  the  highway  and  Neponset  river.  It  used  to  be  considered  one  of 
the  wonders  of  the  age.  Also  call  and  see  a  model  of  the  famous  Stras- 
burg  clock  at  Hawes' jewelry  store ;  it  was  made  by  Mr.  Hawes  and  he 
kindly  shows  it  to  all  who  call. 

To  Dedham  is  ten  miles  ;  here  on  East  street  is  the  old  Fairbanks'  house 
which  has  been  occupied  by  the  same  family  for  two  hundred  and  forty 
years ;  for  twenty-five  cents  Miss  Fairbanks  will  show  you  manj^  curious 
relics  and  heir-looms  of  the  family. 

To  Stoughton  it  is  six  miles  and  to  North  Easton  it  is  seven.  At  the 
latter  the  Unitarian  church,  the  other  public  buildings  and  the  magnificent 
grounds  of  F.  L.  Ames,  which  are  open  to  the  public,  are  worthy  of  a  vis- 
it. To  Easton  Furnace,  seven  miles,  is  a  pleasant  drive,  and  a  little  ofi* 
the  road  in  East  Mansfield  is  Austin's  poultry  grounds.  Here,  at  times 
may  be  seen  as  many  as  five  thousand  geese  fattening  for  the  market  as 
well  as  immense  quantities  of  hens,  ducks  and  turkeys.  Mr.  Austin  som 
times  feeds  sixty  bushels  of  grain  a  day  to  his  fowl.  To  East  Foxboro'  is 
six  miles.    Much  of  the  way  this  road  runs  beside  the  raikoad  track. 
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Sharon  for  Boston,  7.01,  8.06,  9.23,  11.53,  A.  M.;  3.33,  5.20,  7.20^ 
P.  M.  Due  in  Boston,  7.40,  8.50,  10  A.M.;  12.30,  4.05,  5.55,  8, 
P.  M, 

Boston  for  Sharon,  6.20,  8,  9.25,  10.30,  A.  M. ;  2,  4,  5.30,  8.30.  11, 
P.  M.  Due  in  Sharon,  and  leave  Sharon  for  Mansfield,  Attleboro, 
Pawtucket  and  Providence,  7,  8.36,  10,  11. 15,  A.  M. ;  2.35,  4.36, 
6.05,  9.05,  P.  M.    T1.44  P.  M.  to  Mansfield  only. 

Sharon  to  Roxbury,  8.06,  11.53,  i  S-^o  P- 

Sharon  to  Jamaica  Plain,  11.53,  A.  M. ;  5.  20  P.  M. 

Sharon  to  Hyde  Park;  7.01,  8.06,  9  23,  11.53,  A.  M. ;  5.20,  P.  M. 

Sharon  to  Readville,  8.06,  11.53,  A.  M. ;  5.20,  P.  M. 

Sharon  to  Canton  Junction,  same  as  to  Boston. 

Sharon  to  New  York,  8  36,  A.  M.    Due  in  New  York,  4.22  P.  M. 

Grand  Central  Depot,  42d  street,  N.  Y.,  for  Sharon,  8,05,  A.  M. 
Due  in  Sharon.  5.20  P.  M. 

A  Sunday  train  leaves  Providence  lor  Boston  at  8  A.M., stopping  at 
Pawtucket,  Attleboro,  Mansfield,  Sharon,  (9.05)  Canton  Junc- 
tion and  Hyde  Park. 


^BO}ipiI|(5l-50USES.'^ 


I  have  in  previous  issues  published  a  list  of  those  who  take 
boarders,  but  as  there  are  but  few  who  make  that  a  business,  I 
omit  the  names  and  invite  anyone  in  search  of  board  to  write  me, 
inclose  a  stamp  and  I  will  give  all  desired  information.  State  as 
near  as  possible  just  what  you  require  and  how  much  you  expect 
to  pay.  The  most  common  price  of  summer  board  is  seven  dollars 
a  week  but  some  take  boarders  for  a  little  less  and  the  best  places 
charge  nine  and  ten  dollars.  As  I  always  have  information  in  re- 
gard to  boarding  places  that  are  and  are  not  full, people  looking  for 
board  will  often  save  much  time  and  expense  by  calling  on  me,  in- 
formation cheerfully  given.  Notify  me  of  your  coming  by  letter 
or  telephone  and  I  will  meet  you  at  station, 
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T3UEB  MILK,  from  cows  kept  on  Moose  Hill,  the 
highest  and  healthiest  place  in  Sharon,  delivered 
twice  a  day. 

Chaeles  T.  Derky. 


FOR  SALE  IN  SHARON 

ACEE  FAEM,  with  all  the  tools,  cats,  dogs 
and  hens.    Price  $3,500,  and  the  cranberries 
will  pay  for  the  place. 

W.  B.  WICKES. 


IPiELIYEEED,  by  prompt  and  careful  men,  in  any 
part  of  Sharon. 

SHEPAKD  CAEPENTER. 


TO  LIVE  MEN! 


ACEES  OF  LAND,  high,  dry  and  healthy, 
-^^^  on  the  best  railroad  in  'New  England.  Will 
be  sold  low.  Owner  will  take  an  interest,  if  desired, 
with  a  live  man  who  can  attend  to  the  business. 
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A  BUILDING  20  X  40  FEET, 

Near  the  railroad,  suitable  for  store  and  tenement. 

PRICE  $200,  ON  EASY  TERMS. 


SHAROI^,  one-half  mile  from  station,  a  Two- 
^  Story  House;  blinds  and  piazza;  12  rooms,  seven 
of  them  very  large;  several  of  them  have  fire-places. 
Well  and  cistern  water;  house  sets  high;  drainage 
perfect.  Apple,  cherry,  pear  and  pine  trees;  two 
acres  of  land.  Price  $3,500;  only  $500  down,  bal- 
ance six  per  cent. 

W.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon. 


/^NE-HALF  mile  from  Sharon  Heights  Station,  a 
house  of  seven  rooms,  painted  and  blinded;  1-2 
acre  of  lai.d.  Price  $1050;  only  $250  down. 


N  Sharon  village,  a  new  house,  two-story  and  1-2 
acre  of  land.    Price  $3500.    Come  and  see  it. 


TN  Sharon  village,  near  churches,  a  modern  house, 
^  8  rooms,  all  modern  improvments.     Price  $3500. 


^T^O  LET  furnished,  a  good  house,  barn  and  plenty 
of  land.    Will  be  let  for  a  year  or  more.  Splen- 
did view  from  it. 
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(Sharon  Ht^ig-lxtH  Station), 

 SELL  


Groceries,  Lime,  Laths, 

Cement,  Coal, 

Hay  and  Grain. 

Goods  delivered  in  any  part  of  the  town.  Freight 
carted  to  and  from  the  depot. 

Orders  liy  lail  piplly  itteilel  to. 

UTERY,  SALE  AND  BOAEDINI}  STABLE. 

POND  ST.,  SHARON,  MASS. 


Carriaies  Msliel  witli  or  lioflt  drivers. 


Horses  which  need  rest,  boarded  at  my  farm,  will 
receive  my  own  supervision.  Horses  and  carts  fur- 
nished from  my  farm  for  grading  and  excavating. 
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AINTING,  Glazing, 


 AND  


The  undersigned  begs  leave  to  inform  the  citizens  of  Sharon  and 
vicinity  that  he  is  prepared  to  execute  all  orders  for 

PaMi,  Glazli  aiil  Pajer  Umi 

with  neatness  and  dispatch.  Thanking  his  many  patrons  for  their 
past  favors,  a  continuance  of  the  same  is  most  respectfully  solici- 
ted 

HENRY  A.  BOYDEN. 

SHARON,  MASS, 


FOE,  SALE  IN  SHAHOH, 


OF  SIXTEEN  ACRES  OF  LAND, 

—ON  WHICH  IS  A— 

Magnificent  Stone  Mansion, 

Consisting  of  twenty  rooms,  finished  in  hard  wood,  gas,  hot  and 
cold  water  and  all  modern  Improvements.  The  Stable  is  of  stone, 
is  fitted  for  eight  horses  and  three  cows,  with  carriage  and  harness 
rooms.  There  are  large  green-houses  and  the  grounds  have  a  va- 
riety of  choice  fruits  and  flowers.    This  is  one  of  the 

FmE8T  ESTATES  IN  NORFOLK  C0U:N^TY, 

And  will  be  sold  for  one-fourth  its  cost. 


W.  B.  WICKES,  SHAEON. 
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The  Harper  Buggy. 


(Manufactured  under  letters  patent  No.  107076,  dated  Sept.  6th,  1870.) 

THE  HARPEB  PATENT  COMBINATION  GEAR 

Has  been  thoroughly  tested  by  Physcians,  Livery- 
men and  the  riding  public,  and  is  acknowledged 
by  all  to  be  the  superior  of  any  side-bar  yet 
invented.     I  manufacture  the  leading 
styles  of  Light  Buggies  and 
Carryalls  hung  on  my  patent  gear.    Also  all  styles 
of  Light  Carriages  to  order.    Particular  atten- 
tion given  to  the  repairing  of  carriages, 
shoeing  and  jobbing. 
Send  For  Catalogues  and  Price  List. 

SHARON,  MASS. 
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DEALER  IN  FIRST-CLASS 


GI{O0EJ{IEg,*PJ{O¥I2IOI^g 

Canned  Goods,  Fruits, 

Butter  and  Cheese, 

Hay  and  Grain, 


Goods  delivered  in  Sharon  and  Canton. 


Turner's  Block,  Sharon. 

TELEPHONE  NO.  9642. 
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Houses,  Farms,  Woodlands,  Store 
Property, 

 AND  

VARIOUS  KINDS  OF  BUSINESS 

 IN  THIS  AND  NEIGHBORING  TOWNS.  

It  18  not  possible  in  a  work  of  this  kind  to  describe 
all  the  properties  as  they  are  constantly  changing. 

Come  and  see  me  or  write. 

W.  B.  WICKES, 
GENERAL  BUSINESS  AGENT, 

SHARON,  MASS. 

U  OR  SALE,  ten  and  one-half  acres  of  land,  splen- 
did  pine  grove,  no  buildings.    This  would  make 
a  nice  little  poultry  or  vegetable  farm.    Will  be  sold 
low. 
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FOR  SALE. 

On  the  shores  of  a  beautiful  lake,  an 

Eighty  Acre  Farm, 

Good  Two  Story  House, 
GOOD  BARN. 

Not  much  fruit,  land  easily  worked,  level  and 
productive. 

-500  COEDS  OF  WOOD. 

 FRIOE,  SBOOO.  

TC^  OR  SALE  in  Sharon,  a  French-roof  cottage,  six 
^  rooms,  painted  and  blinded.  One-half  acre  of 
land.    Price  $1050.    On  easy  terms. 

Xj^  OR  SALE,  Two  Story  house,  painted  and  blind- 
ed,  five  rooms,  one-half  acre  of  land,  good  stable. 
This  is  a  nice  little  jjlace,  one-half  mile  from  station. 
Price  $1650,    On  easy  terms. 

OR  SALE  in  Walpole  a  fifty  acre  farm,  good 
buildings,  close  to  railroad  and  school.    Also  five 
cows,  a  horse  and  a  nice  lot  of  tools, 

This  is  a  cheap  place;  owner  is  too  old  to  carry  it  on. 
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MANUFACTURER  OF 

Lais'  Hail  Sewel  Boots  k  Sloes  to  lasnre. 

SHAKO^^,  MASS. 

The  surest  and  only  cure  for  Corns  and  Bunions  is 
a  perfect  fitting  boot.    Lasts  fitted  for  ten- 
der feet  at  reasonable  rates. 
Send  for  Price  Lists. 


C.  F.  BRYANT, 

Corner  Pond  and  Billings  Streets,  would  respectfully  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Summer  Residents,  to  his  stock  of 

FANCY  GOODS,  TRIMMINGS,  ETC. 

The  ladies  will  find  a  complete  line  of  Worsteds,  Ribbons,  Canvas,  Per. 
forated  Card,  Embroidery  Silk,  Silk  Floss,  etc.  A  full  line  of  Plain,  Fancy 
and  Boxed  Stationery,  Correspondence  Cards,  etc. 

OOIVFECTIOIVERY. 

We  shall  endeavor  to  merit  your  patronage  by  keeping  a  large  assort- 
ment of  Fine  Confectionery,  and  by  receiving  it  direct  from  the  manufac- 
turers every  week,  to  always  have  it  fresh. 

DRUG  DEPARTMENT. 

In  this  Department  will  be  found  a  complete  and  very  choice  line  of 
Drugs,  Medicines,  Chemicals  and  Patent  Medicines,  Soaps,  Sponges  and 
Brushes,  Combs,  Toilet  Articles,  Cutlery,  &c.  Of  imported  and  domestic 
cigars,  we  carry  a  large  assortment  of  popular  and  desirable  brands,  and 
cater  to  the  taste  of  those  who  appreciate  superior  goods. 

Special  attention  given  to  Compounding  Prescriptions.  Accuracy 
and  Absolute  Purity  guaranteed.  Our  fine  assortment  and  reasonable 
prices  are  worthy  of  inspection. 

POST-OFFICE  BUILDING,  SHARON,  MASS. 
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WILLIAM  K.  HA  WES, 

WATCHMAKER  &  JEWELER, 

i)ealp:r  in  all  kinds  of 


American  Watches,  Jewelry,  Plated  Ware,  &  Spectacles. 


ALL  KINDS  REPAIRING  DONE  NEATLY  AND  AT  SHORT  NOTICE. 


Having  had  25  years'  experience  ir 
adjusting  and  fitting  Eye  Glasses  and 
Spectacles,  I  feel  confident  of  mj 
ability  to  suit  customers. 
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THE 

A  weekly  paper  devoted  to  the  interests  of 

SMAMOl  Am  JWWJTY. 


W,  B.  WICKER,  EDIWR. 

This  is  one  of  the 

L4Miif  411  Hit  f 

Published  in  Norfolk  County. 


 AS  IT  IS  — 

Read  by  nearly  Everyone  in  Sharon  &  Canton 

— IT  IS  A  

Superior  Medium  for  Advertisers. 

SUBjSCRIPTIOM,   $2.00  A  YEM  W  ADVMCE. 
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AFTER  FIFTEEN  YEAES  OF  EIPE8IENCE, 


IN  SELLING 


1  Bstat 


IN  SHARON  AND  VICINITY, 

I  possess  facilities  not  equalled  by  any  one  in  the 
business.    Particular  attention  given  to 

SELLING  FARMS 


-AND- 


I 


Selling  &  Leasing  Houses. 


TEEMS  FOR  SBLLIifG: 

5  per  cent,  of  the  Price  Olitainei  to  lie  paifl  liy  the  Seller. 


"W.  B.  Wickes,  Sharon,  Mass. 

Telephone  ISTo.  9640. 


A  Unitarian  Minister's 
Platform 


JOHN  C.  KIMBALL 

I'ASXOK  OF  THi:  KIRST  <  ( >NGIIK«;AT10N  AL  PARISH  IN  SllAltoN.  MASS. 


JAMES  H.  WEST  COMPANY,  PUBLISHERS 
79  Milk  Street,  Boston 


DEDICATORY. 


Members  of  the  First  Congregational  Parish  in  Sharon  : 
Wishing  that  the  words  of  my  inaugural  sermon,  to  which  you 
gave  such  cordial  welcome  in  their  spoken  form,  may  remain  with 
you  a  little  longer  than  memory  is  likely  to  hold  them,  and  be 
where  in  conducting  our  ministry  together  you  can  refer  to  them 
from  time  to  time,  I  have  had  them  put  in  print,  and  in  this  shape 
present  them  to  you  again. 

And  Members  of  the  Societies  in  Beverly,  Olympia,  Newport, 
Hartford,  Gloucester, Westford,  Ann  Arbor  and  Exeter,  with  whom 
for  longer  or  shorter  periods  I  have  worked  for  our  common  cause, 
I  do  not  forget  you  with  the  passing  years,  or  lose  my  interest  in 
your  welfare  with  any  changes  of  place.  The  platform  here  set 
forth  is  only  the  prolongation  a  little  further  down  the  years  of 
the  one  on  which  I  wrought  with  you.  And  trusting  it  may  re- 
vive pleasant  memories  of  by-gone  days  and  of  dear  friends  now 
passed  to  the  realization  of  what  we  then  built  upon  it  in  faith 
and  hope,  I  offer  this  copy  of  it  also  to  you. 

With  it  I  wish  you  all  a  Happy  New  Year  and  Happy  New 
Century. 


John  C.  Kimball. 


Sharon,  Mass.,  Jan.  Ist.,  1001. 


I! 


A  UNITARIAN  MINISTER'S 
PLATFORM. 


Acts  vii,  33:   The  jjlace  ichere  thou  standest. 

A  PLATFORM,  w  hicli  IS  literally  only  a  raised  floor  made 
of  plank  on  which  physically  to  stand  and  work,  has  grown 
to  mean  metaphorically  a  statement  of  the  positions  held 
by  a  person  or  a  set  of  persons  on  matters  of  public  interest 
in  dealing  with  Avhich  it  is  desired  that  all  others  of  like 
views  should  come  together  and  act.  It  differs  from  a  creed 
in  being  built  of  immediate  practical  principles,  rather  than 
of  abstract  doctrinal  beliefs,  and  from  a  constitution  in  being 
less  organic  and  complete  and  more  temporary  and  open  to 
the  insertion  of  fresh  planks.  It  is  what  all  political  parties 
at  the  beginning  of  a  campaign,  and  all  reforms  seeking  for 
popular  support,  are  in  the  habit  of  putting  forth,  —  is  a 
name  which  the  pulpit,  now  it  has  parted  with  its  pomp  and 
has  come  to  be  literally  only  a  desk  set  on  a  raised  floor, 
may  not  inaptly  apply  to  a  statement  of  its  religious  position. 
And  though,  friends,  you  know  already,  from  my  months  of 
preliminary  preaching,  what  in  a  general  way  my  views  are, 
it  seems  well,  on  this  flrst  Sunday  of  my  being  with  you  as 
settled  pastor,  that  I  should  give  you  in  a  more  specific  form 
the  platform  thus  defined  on  which  I  am  to  stand  and  work 
and  on  which  I  want  your  sympathy  and  support. 

I.  Its  first  plank  relates  to  religion  as  affected  by  the 
world's  new  scientific  and  critical  thought.  There  is  no  field 
of  mental  action  in  which  the  investigations  and  discoveries 
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A  Unitarian  Minister's  Platform. 


of  the  last  fifty  years  have  wrought  more  decided  changes 
than  in  that  of  theology.  The  earth  has  entered  on  a  fresh 
formation  of  faith  as  distinct  from  its  old  ones  as  its  existing 
geological  formation  is  from  those  of  its  paleozoic  era.  iSTew 
strata  of  doctrinal  ideas  have  been  deposited ;  new  species 
of  spiritual  flora  and  fauna  have  been  evolved.  The  old 
Hebrew  Bible,  that  mighty  Laurentian  upheaval  of  truth 
from  whose  ancient  heights  so  many  layers  of  denomina- 
tional dogma  have  been  drawn  in  the  past,  has  now,  like  its 
physical  namesake  here  in  America,  been  itself  worn  down 
a  long  way  towards  the  level  of  the  world's  other  thought. 
Evolution  has  come  on  the  stage,  the  most  brainy,  pushing 
and  highly  organized  species  of  philosophy  this  earth  of  ours 
has  ever  seen,  —  as  much  above  all  its  predecessors  as  man 
is  above  the  brutes ;  and  nature  led  by  science  has  come  to 
the  front,  and,  with  its  new  miracles,  new  revelations  and 
new  discoveries  of  long-hid  documents,  has  crowded  the  old 
ones  of  supernaturalism  far  into  the  rear. 

It  is  in  the  very  midst  of  these  fresh  lights  out  of  science 
falling  on  religion's  ancient  fields  that  alike  as  learner  and 
teacher  I  mean  to  stand.  The  settled  conclusions  of  modern 
criticism  as  regards  the  Bible,  the  great  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  evolution  as  regards  the  rise  alike  of  the  universe 
and  of  man,  and  the  new  testament  of  nature,  including 
human  nature,  as  regards  the  reality  of  Deity  and  the  spirit 
world,  —  all  these  1  accept  to  the  fullest  extent.  The  God 
who  is  in  all  history  and  in  all  things,  the  revelation  with 
which  every  star  is  shining  and  every  atom  teeming,  the 
gospel  of  which  every  sea  is  a  preacher,  every  mountain  a 
prophet,  every  soul  a  priest,  the  inspiration  which  blows  in 
all  winds  and  breathes  through  all  writings,  the  miracles  of 
unbroken  law  more  wonderful  to-day  than  ever  in  the  past,  — 

"  For  still  the  new  transcends  the  old 
In  signs  and  wonders  manifold,"  — 

the  sacred  temple  whose  illuminated  windows  are  the 
splendors  of  the  morning  and  evening  sl^y  and  whose  altars 
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mountain-heiglits  and  human  hearts,  and  the  Divine  mean- 
ing of  man's  earthly  life, 

"  The  mystery  of  purpose  which  gleams  through 
Tlie  secular  confusions  of  the  world, 
Whose  will  we  darkly  accomplish  doing  ours,"  — 

it  is  their  authority,  their  beauty,  their  truth  which  as  a  vital 
part  of  the  world's  up-to-date  religion  1  shall  try  to  set  forth. 

II.  My  second  plank  relates  to  Christianity.  It  is  some- 
times thought  that  the  acceptance  of  religion's  new  light  and 
truth  must  logically  involve  the  giving  up  of  its  old  teach- 
ings. To  mingle  the  fresh  terms  of  scieuce,  —  law,  force, 
evolution,  the  kingdom  of  nature,  and  the  like,  —  with  the 
venerated  gospel  ones  of  ^'  love,"  "  Father,"  "  creation  "  and 
the  "  kingdom  of  heaven  "  is  looked  upon  as  an  absurdity ; 
and  it  is  urged  that  evolution  all  through,  if  not  the  direct 
foe  of  Christianity,  is  at  any  rate  its  necessary  superseder. 

It  is  an  idea  which  ignores  one  of  the  very  first  principles 
of  this  new  oracle  of  God.  Evolution'  is  in  its  very  nature 
of  all  tenses  and  all  faiths,  goes  back  as  no  other  philosophy 
does,  to  the  infinite  past,  finds  in  all  forms,  even  the  most 
fossil  ones,  the  branches  of  one  all-embracing  tree,  builds  its 
new  formations  in  religion  as  in  the  rocks,  on  the  top  of  its 
old  ones,  and  out  of  the  gnarled  and  darkened  roots  of  its 
buried  beliefs  unfolds  the  very  flowers  and  fruit  which  are 
the  glory  of  its  skyward-reaching  limbs.  And  he  who  would 
cut  himself  off  from  such  roots  and  frcmi  the  soil  which  holds 
them  will  find  as  surely  in  the  church  as  in  nature  that  his 
faith  is*  fruitless  and  his  doctrine  dead. 

Pre-eminently  does  this  law  hold  good  in  its  relation  to 
the  religion  of  Jesus.  His  gospel  is  itself  an  evolution,  — 
is  not  a  jewel  dropped  out  of  heaven  to  be  kept  forever 
unchanged,  but  a  seed,  as  he  himself  tells  us,  planted  and 
growing  in  earthly  soil ;  and  it  has  on  it  to-day,  as  nothing 
else  has,  some  of  the  very  fruits  most  needed  for  to-day's 
spiritual  life.  I  was  called  awhile  ago  to  attend  the  funeral 
of  a  little  child.     The  services  were  held  in  a  bare  and 
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humble  room,  where  evidently  the  little  one  had  been  its 
only  ornament  and  treasure ;  and  with  its  loss  the  parents 
were  bowed  down  in  all  the  bitterness  of  love's  first  bereave- 
ment, —  looked  to  me,  oh  how  pathetically,  for  some  word 
that  would  enlighten  their  darkness  and  comfort  their  grief. 
What  could  I  say  ?  To  speak  to  them  the  splendid  truths 
of  evolution,  even  its  religious  truths,  would  have  been  like 
showing  a  new  star  to  creatures  starving  for  common  bread. 
And  so,  dropping  all  else,  I  went  right  back  to  those  old 
gospel  words  about  a  Father  without  whom  not  a  sparrow 
can  fall  to  the  ground,  about  a  Savior  who  said  "  Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not,  for  of 
such  is  the  kingdom  of  God,"  and  about  a  house  of  many 
mansions  which  is  being  prepared  in  realms  above  to  be  the 
homes  again  of  all  the  children  of  men,  —  those  blessed  words 
which  for  eighteen  centuries  have  cheered  so  many  parental 
griefs ;  and  as  I  spoke  them,  I  could  see  the  light  coming 
again  into  their  moistened  eyes  and  that  peace  of  God  which 
the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away  falling  on  their 
aching  hearts. 

It  is  a  plank  on  which  I  mean  always  to  keep  one  of  m}' 
feet.  There  is  no  more  inconsistency  between  the  religion 
of  the  gospel  and  that  of  science  than  there  is  between  the 
heart  and  the  brain ;  yea,  it  is  only  the  warm  blood  of  Chris- 
tianity pulsing  out  of  the  heart  that  enables  the  arteried 
brain  of  science  to  do  its  livest  thinking,  —  is  no  more  con- 
tradiction between  the  truths  which  are  at  their  cores  than 
there  is  between  the  light  and  warmth  which  glow  on  our 
hearths,  and  those  which  sparkle  down  upon  us  fresh  from 
the  skies.  Indeed,  what  are  many  of  our  old  Bible  doctrines 
but  the  lumps  of  condensed  moral  sunshine  dug  like  those 
of  coal  out  of  the  world's  spiritual  past  and  made  originally 
out  of  the  same  sun  and  air  that  are  growing  the  green 
woods  of  to-day  ?  And  as  we  use  the  fuel  stored  up  for  us 
in  the  earth's  far-off  carboniferous  ages  to  give  us  warmth 
under  the  cloudy  skies  and  wintry  winds  of  our  time,  when 
with  what  is  coming  down  fresh  from  heaven  we  should  only 
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freeze,  so  in  the  winter  of  our  sorrow  and  trouble  when  the 
shadows  fall  on  the  splendors  of  to-day's  revelation,  why, 
on  the  same  principle,  is  it  not  consistent  for  us  to  gather 
for  spiritual  comfort  around  truths  set  ablaze  in  our  churches 
that  were  stored  up  for  us  there  in  the  far-off  (christian 
years  ? 

"And  yet  at  times  when  over  all 
A  darkening  mystery  seems  to  fall, 
I  gather  up  the  scattered  rays 
Of  wisdom  in  the  ancient  days, 
And  lack  not  tokens  great  and  small 
Of  God's  clear  light  in  each  and  all." 

^  III.  My  third  plank  has  reference  to  Unitarianism,  one 
of  the  many  branches,  all  good,  into  which  the  Christianity 
of  the  past  has  divided  in  our  time.  Its  great  doctrines  of 
God's  oneness  and  Fatherhood,  man's  sonship  and  brother- 
hood, Jesus  as  a  human  Savior,  love  and  righteousness  as  the 
highest  of  all  virtues,  and  heaven's  door  as  open  always  to 
all  seeking  souls,  came  to  me  in  youth  on  leaving  my  earlier 
faith,  like  the  first  warm  breaths  of  Spring  after  the  rigor 
of  winter  winds.  Hardly  less  precious  to  me  than  its  great 
truths  have  been  its  freedom  from  all  ecclesiastical  shackles 
and  its  right  of  judging  on  all  things,  subject  only  to  God 
and  my  own  soul.  And  it  is  planted  on  its  principles  and 
loyal  to  its  name  that  I  expect  to  live  and  work  and  die  and 
live  and  work  again. 

But  Unitarianism,  while  keeping  at  its  core  its  old  princi- 
ples, has  shared,  like  all  other  live  things,  in  the  world's 
upward  growth  —  is  no  longer,  at  least  in  its  outward  form, 
what  it  was  sixty,  or  even  thirty,  years  ago.  It  is  broader, 
more  liberal,  more  naturalistic,  and  at  the  same  time  more 
spiritual  now  than  it  was  then.  It  realizes  to-day,  as  never 
I  before,  the  greatness  and  difficulty  of  the  issues  that  religion 
I  involves,  sees  its  old  truths  in  new  lights  and  sometimes  in 
new  shadows,  has  cut  loose  from  its  bondage  to  the  old  letter 
of  Scripture,  and  learned  to  read  it  with  the  new  criticism 
and  the  new  faith,  learned  to  read  it,  also,  as  only  one  among 


lO 


A  Unitarian  Minister's  Platform. 


the  world's  many  sacred  books.  With  more  doubt  it  lias 
more  charity.  Hoping  not  less  for  the  life  to  come,  it  puts 
a  directer  accent  on  the  life  which  is  now  and  here.  And 
continuing  to  say  God  itself,  and  to  say  it  as  an  ever  larger 
word,  it  reaches  out  its  hand  with  more  tenderness,  more 
sympathy,  more  fellowship  to  those  on  whose  lips  the  word 
God  falters,  and  who  have  to  say  Humanity  instead. 

It  is  an  unfolding  in  which  I  have  kept  it  company  by  an 
inward  force  as  irresistible  as  that  by  which  the  trees  grow 
and  the  seasons  change.  The  Uniturianisni  for  which  I 
stand  is  that  of  to-day  and  to-morrow,  and  not  alone  that  of 
yesterday.  The  old  denominational  straw  which  has  been 
so  thoroughly  pounded  in  the  past,  and  out  of  which  such 
noble  truths  have  been  winnowed,  I  do  not  expect  ever  to 
thresh  again.  It  is  the  new  fields  which  are  white  for  the 
harvest  in  which  I  would  stand ;  the  new  grain  waiting  for 
the  reaper  that  I  would  gather  in;  the  new  light  dawning  in 
the  East  to  which  I  would  turn  my  eyes ;  the  young  hearts 
of  our  denomination  throbbing  with  its  young  life  with  which 
I  would  keep  my  own  beating  in  tune.  The  Unitarianism 
which  means  unity  everywhere,  the  unity  of  all  men,  the 
unity  of  all  interests,  and  the  unity  of  all  worlds,  as  well  as 
the  unity  of  all  parts  of  the  Divine  nature,  —  that  is  mine. 

"  What  man  would  live  coffined  with  brick  or  stone, 
Imprisoned  from  the  influence  of  air 
And  cramped  with  selfish  landmarks  everywhere, 
When  all  before  him  stretches  furrowless  and  lone 
The  unmapped  prairie  none  can  fence  or  own  ?" 

IV.  Close  alongside  the  plank  which  relates  to  our  own 
denomination,  I  place  the  one  which  relates  to  other  churches 
and  other  faiths,  that  of  cherishing  with  them  and  among 
them  the  largest  possible  unity  and  good  will.  The  law  of 
the  past  has  been  separation,  the  dividing  of  the  religious 
world  into  religions,  churches,  sects,  parties;  and  like  the 
law  of  differentiation  everywhere  else  in  nature,  it  has  had 
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its  precious  use,  has  enabled  religion  as  a  whole  to  get  more 
truth,  ha\'e  more  life,  and  do  more  work  than  in  any  one 
church  it  possibly  could.  But  the  day  for  that  part  of  its 
evolution  has  gone  by.  The  watchword  of  our  time  is  union, 
integration,  the  organization  of  the  different  members  which 
have  been  made,  each  undestroyed,  into  one  larger  body, 
jinimated  with  one  spirit  and  working  for  one  end. 

The  only  question  now  is  how  wide  shall  the  field  be  from 
which  the  divided  parts  are  to  be  gathered  up.  There  are 
some  persons  who  would  include  only  those  denominations 
which  are  of  a  similar  faith  and  ritual  ;  others  going  a  little 
farther,  only  the  Protestant  sects;  others,  only  such  as  bear 
the  Christian  name;  others,  only  theists ;  others,  wider  still, 
only  those  which,  though  heathen,  have  on  them  the  stamp 
of  culture  and  respectability.  Even  the  great  Parliament  of 
Keligions  held  at  Chicago  had  to  shut  out  the  world's 
Mormons  and  Spiritualists. 

My  platform,  however,  in  its  fellowship-plank  would  reach 
out  beyond  all  these,  would  have  no  limit  short  of  religion 
itself  where  its  line  is  drawn,  would  take  in  on  the  one  side 
all  the  old  historic  Christian  religions,  Greek,  Catholic  and 
Protestant,  all  the  wide-spread  Jewish  churc-h,  and  all  the 
venerable  heathen  faiths ;  and  on  the  other  side,  all  the  new 
Liberal,  heretical,  unrespected  sects,  all  the  world's  secular 
reforms,  ail  even  of  its  sceptics  and  doubters,  all  who  in  any 
way  and  under  any  name  are  seeking  after  more  truth  and 
struggling  to  make  the  world  a  better  place.  During  our 
Civil  War,  while  the  question  was  being  agitated  with  much 
bitterness  whether  colored  men  should  be  enlisted  as  United 
States  troops  to  fight  side  by  side  with  white  men,  an  old 
soldier  being  appealed  to  for  his  opinion  answered,  "  Well, 
boys,  we  all  of  us  all  along  have  been  fighting  at  the  side  of 
kicking,  braying  mules,  glad  of  them  because  they  are  kick- 
ing and  braying  under  the  Union  flag  and  helping  us  to  do 
Union  work;  and  I  don't  see  why  we  shouldn't  be  equally 
glad  to  fight  side  by  side  with  the  blackest,  longest-heeled 
nigger  out  of  Africa,  if  under  his  black  skin  he  has  got  a 
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Union  heart  and  with  his  long  heels  will  help  stamp  out 
this  cussed  rebellion.''  So  in  the  Lord's  army  any  body 
anywhere  who  is  marching  under  humanity's  Union  flag  and 
is  fighting,  even  with  the  crudest  weapons  and  the  harshest 
music,  to  put  down  sin  and  wrong,  I  am  ready  to  join  forces 
wdth. 

Especially  is  this  a  part  of  my  platform  on  which  1  mean 
to  stand  in  its  relation  to  our  neighboring  societies  here  in 
Sharon.  However  different  we  may  be  in  doctrine,  and 
how^ever  earnestly  at  times  I  may  try  to  show  that  ours  is 
true,  I  come  among  them  not  as  an  enemy  and  antagonist, 
but  in  every  available  way  as  a  co-worker  and  friend.  All 
that  our  good  brother  Dyer  said  so  cordially  and  beautifully 
about  our  two  societies  in  his  "  Welcome  to  Town  "  at  my 
installation  service,  I  reciprocate  to  the  fullest  extent.  Born 
and  bred  in  an  Orthodox  church  and  Sunday-school,  and  with 
the  foundations  laid  in  their  teaching  of  all  1  have  reached 
in  the  religious  life,  —  not  much,  but  that  no  fault  of  theirs,  — 
I  feel  to  them  and  to  all  who  share  their  faith  very  inuch  as 
I  do  to  my  childhood's  home.  (Jur  differences  rightly  viewed 
only  fit  us  the  better  to  be  each  other's  helpers.  With  such 
a  variety  of  tastes  to  be  met  and  of  work  to  be  done,  even 
in  this  little  town,  I  thank  God  it  is  not  all  to  fall  on  my 
single  type  of  religion,  but  that  I  have  such  able  brothers, 
with  faiths  naturally  varied,  to  meet  our  people's  varied  needs. 
Should  I  find  any  person  coming  to  me  afresh,  or  already  in 
our  ranks,  whose  spiritual  welfare  their  doctrines  and  their 
worship  can  promote  better  than  mine,  I  shall  count  it  a 
privilege  to  do  here,  as  I  always  have  done  in  other  places,  — 
send  him  lovingly  to  one  of  their  churches,  not  excepting 
that  of  our  Catholic  brethren,  to  be  a  helper  and  a  helped. 
And  while  laboring  earnestly  to  build  up  our  own  society  out 
of  all  to  whom  its  faith  can  be  a  blessing,  I  shall  be  glad 
to  labor  with  all  not  less  devotedly  for  our  town's  common 
good,  knowing  that  no  tidal-wave  of  religion  can  come  to 
their  spacious  harbors  without  sending  some  of  its  waters 
into  our  little  port,  and  that  the  spiritual  Spring  which  starts 
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a  new  growth  011  Orthodox  trees  will  not  leave  un(iiiickened 
even  a  Unitarian  bnsh. 

V.  And  this  brings  me  to  say  that  the  final  plank  of  my 
platform  has  reference  to  that  element  of  religion  for  which 
all  churches  primarily  exist,  the  element  of  worshi]).  The 
fact  that  some  of  us  have  outgrown  the  old  idea  of  the 
Deity  as  wanting  sacrifice,  willing  to  bestow  his  blessings 
only  in  answer  to  prayer,  and  as  best  pleased  with  the 
humbling  of  his  creatures  in  the  dust,  instead  of  lessening 
our  disposition  to  adore  him,  ought  rather  to  make  it  a 
thousand-fold  more.  If  men  could  worship  him  as  the  God 
of  the  temple,  shall  they  pass  him  by  as  the  God  of  the 
universe  ?  if  kneel  to  him  in  stick  and  stone,  turn  their 
backs  to  him  in  sun  and  star  ?  if  commune  with  him  as  a 
being  of  wrath  and  whims,  shrink  from  him  as  a  union  of 
love  and  law  ?  if  sing  to  him  in  the  far-off  heavens,  be  silent 
to  him  in  their  loved  ones  and  in  themselves  ? 

The  truth  is  there  never  was  a  time  when  there  was  so 
much  to  move  men  to  worship  God  as  in  our  day,  — never  a 
time  when  he  was  revealed  as  so  great  or  so  good  or  so  near 
as  that  now  which  is  all  aglow  with  the  light  of  science  ; 
never  a  faith  in  which  to  bow  down  meant  so  grandly  to  rise 
up  as  that  which  has  brought  to  us  its  wings.  If  the  un- 
devout  astronomer  is  mad  who  sees  the  stellar  orbs  only  as 
made,  how  can  the  undevout  evolutionist  be  sane  who  has 
seen  them  in  their  making !  And  with  the  whole  universe 
the  temple  of  God,  all  the  stars  of  the  steepled  heavens  ring- 
ing out  his  bells  as  calls  to  prayer,  all  the  forces  of  nature 
his  ministers  and  priests,  all  the  voices  of  sea  and  shore  sing- 
ing his  anthems,  what  can  be  more  in  keeping  with  them 
than  that  the  new  light  of  religious  knowledge  should  be 
matched  everywhere  with  a  new  flame  of  religious  devotion  ? 

It  is  such  a  worship  pre-eminently  that  I  want  this  plat- 
form to  be  an  altar  for,  not  merely  that  of  outward  rite  and 
form  and  ceremony,  not  that  alone  of  sacred  words  and  days 
and  places,  but,  with  these  as  helps,  that  of  spirit  and  truth, 
that  of  the  upward  look  and  step,  that  in  which  the  church 
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shall  be  only  a  portal  to  the  great  cathedral  of  the  universe 
and  Sunday  only  a  vestibule  to  the  holiness  of  all  time ;  that 
in  which  science,  not  ignorance,  shall  be  the  mother  of 
devotion,  and  whose  motto  shall  be  Tennyson's  words, — 

"  Let  knowledge  grow  from  more  to  more, 
But  more  of  reverence  in  us  dwell, 
That  mind  and  soul  according  well 

May  make  one  music  as  before, 

But  vaster." 

Then,  as  a  part  of  this  worship,  not  a  separate  interest,  its 
plank  is  to  be  one  of  religions  work.  The  two  things,  though 
often  divided  from  each  other,  were  meant  in  their  very 
nature  to  go  together,  the  hands  that  do  with  the  knees  that 
kneel,  —  the  service  of  man  to  l)e  a  part  of  our  service  to 
God;  and  one  of  the  most  blessed  things  about  the  religion 
of  our  time  is  the  recognition  by  so  many  churches  that  each 
of  the  two  ways  can  be  its  own  best  only  by  the  other's  help. 

It  is  a  union  which  I  hope  in  my  ministry  most  earnestly 
to  help  along.  Its  aim  will  be  not  only  to  adore  but  to  do, 
not  ouly  to  sing  and  thrill  and  bow  down,  but  to  save  and 
nourish  and  lift  up.  It  will  proclaim  the  church  not  as  a 
social  club  where  a  few  nice  people  are  to  get  together  and 
let  evil  alone,  but  as  a  moral  club  with  which  for  them  to  go 
out  into  the  world  and  knock  evil  down.  Its  ( 'hrist  will  be 
sought  for  not  on  the  throne  of  God,  but  where  he  himself 
said  he  would  be,  —  in  the  person  of  his  sick  aud  naked  and 
hungry  and  imprisoned  brethren.  And  temperance-work, 
social  improvement,  political  morals,  anti-cruelty-to-animals, 
anti  -  imperialism,  anti  -  killing  -  people-to-civilize-them,  equal 
rights  for  all  sexes,  all  classes,  all  races,  —  every  reform,  how- 
ever humble  and  ill-named,  which  has  at  its  heart  one  honest 
throb  for  human  welfare,  will  be  welcomed  as  a  part  of  its 
worship  side  by  side  with  music  and  preaching  and  prayer. 

Such,  friends,  is  the  platform  I  present  to  you  for  our 
united  feet,  —  not  built  now  all  fresh  and  new  out  of  my  own 
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fancy,  but  shaped  from  a  jjatterii  which  came  to  me  as  from 
the  mount  ot"  God  in  the  vision-days  of  far-off  youth,  and  on 
which,  enlarging  now  and  then  its  planks,  1  have  done,  alas, 
often  very  imperfectly,  my  life-work.  Standing  on  it  here 
as  preacher,  I  shall  say  some  things  —  I  hoi)e  many  things  — 
with  which  you  as  I'nitarians,  having  the  unity  of  the  spirit, 
will  surely  agree,  and  some  things  from  which  you  as  Uni- 
tarians, thinking  for  yourselves,  will  be  equally  sui'e  to 
dissent ;  but  in  either  case  they  will  be  things  the  utterance 
of  which  you  as  Unitarians,  believing  in  perfect  liberty,  will 
be  sure  to  endorse.  Free  speech  in  the  pulpit ;  free  judgment 
in  the  pews,  —  that  is  to  be  our  motto.  I  am  to  give  you 
the  largest,  livest,  sweetest  thoughts  on  religion  that  with 
God's  help  my  soul  can  reach.  You  are  to  give  me  the 
largest,  livest,  sweetest  consideration  of  them  that  with 
God's  help  your  souls  can  bring  to  bear ;  and  whenever,  so 
doing,  you  can  make  them,  or  make  from  them,  any  larger, 
liver,  sweeter  truths,  you  are  to  make  them  in  the  interests 
of  that  faith  which  is  larger  than  the  largest  one  mind,  and 
whose  cause  we  all  alike  are  set  to  serve. 

It  is  a  platform  which  is  to  have  on  it  a  large  place  not 
only  for  adult  preaching,  but  for  that  part  of  the  society's 
work  which  deals  directh'  with  the  young,  and  with  us  all, 
whether  old  or  young,  as  pupils  yet  at  religion's  school.  I 
believe  in  children,  believe  in  their  fresh  hearts  as  the  most 
fruitful  of  all  fields  in  which  gospel-seed  can  be  sown ; 
believe  it  is  well  for  the  whole  congregation  to  meet  with 
them  as  students  in  the  mysteries  of  that  kingdom  into 
which  it  is  only  with  the  child-like  mind  that  any  person 
can  enter.  And  after  I  have  been  acting  the  part  of  a 
preacher  here  above,  wrestling  with  mighty  problems,  and 
trying  to  make  it  seem  to  you,  —  most  likely  in  vain,  —  that 
I  can  speak  with  authority  on  all  the  heights  of  truth,  there 
is  nothing  which  I  find  so  restful  and  refreshing  as  to  go 
down  into  the  Sunday-school,  take  the  attitude  of  the  hum- 
blest child,  listen  to  their  songs,  and  with  their  faith  assure 
myself  over  and  over  again  of  what  are  the  first  principles 
of  the  oracles  of  God. 
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Best  of  all,  the  platform  is  one  on  which  I  want  to  stand 
not  only  as  preacher  and  pupil,  but  as  pastoi'  and  friend. 
There  is  no  voice  which  can  proclaim  some  parts  of  religion 
so  pithily  as  that  of  direct  personal  intercourse ;  no  touch 
by  which  a  man  can  be  tlrawn  so  readily  into  some  parts  of 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  as  by  that  on  his  button-hole  at  the 
street-corner ;  no  preparation  for  administering  consolation 
in  homes  which  death  has  darkened  which  can  equal  that  of 
an  acquaintance  with  them  which  has  been  begun  in  their 
hours  of  light  and  joy. 

I  regret  that  I  am  not  better  equipped  for  this  part  of  my 
work,  —  regret  that  I  cannot  bring  to  you,  especially  to  you 
young  people,  the  freshness  of  physical  youth  and  the  at- 
tractiveness of  personal  grace.  But  such  things  as  I  have  I 
want  to  bring  to  you  all  the  more,  —  want  to  bring  to  you 
the  freshness  of  an  unfaded  faith  and  that  attractiveness  of 
religion's  own  lovely  flower  which  will  make  you,  in  part  at 
least,  forget  its  unalluring  vase.  1  come  to  you  not  only  for 
our  Sunday  intercourse,  but  to  live  with  you  my  unsurpliced 
daily  life,  —  come  to  make  with  you  a  home,  bringing  not 
only  its  visible  goods,  but  with  them  all  those  unseen  fur- 
nishings which,  more  than  carpets  and  chairs,  are  its  true 
constituents,  —  come  with  one  who  will  give  you,  I  dare  not 
say  a  large  amount  of  work,  but  a  measure  heaped-up  and 
running  over  of  heart-helpfulness  and  of  interest  in  our 
cause,  —  come  with  all  those  little  social  roots  which  do  so 
much  for  the  nurture  of  life's  tree,  asking  for  that  nestling 
down  with  you  which  in  another  place  and  other  hearts  has 
V)een  not  easily  given  up. 

Help  me  in  establishing  with  you  promptly  the  inside 
part  of  this  pastoral  relation,  that  part  which  only  the  in- 
stallation-services of  the  heart  can  bring  about.  Kecogniz- 
ing  that  in  the  natural  course  of  events  my  ministry  with 
you  at  the  longest  cannot  be  of  great  duration,  let  us  lose  no 
time  in  planting  those  seeds  of  friendship  which,  if  unable 
to  grow  into  many-yeared  trees,  shall,  at  any  rate,  rise  into 
fair  autumn  flowers.    Never  pass  me  in  the  street  without 
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that  word  of  greeting-  wliicli  only  the  eyes,  not  tlie  heart,  will 
prevent  niy  being  the  tirst  to  give.  And  in  all  your  sorrows 
and  trials,  all  your  doubts  and  difficulties,  come  to  me  freely, 
assured  that  you  will  always  receive,  if  nothing  else,  yet 
that  which  is  sometimes  religion's  best  gift,  a  fellow-sulferer's 
sympathy  and  respect. 

Finally,  while  trusting  that  my  platform  will  not  prove 
wholly  like  that  of  some  political  parties,  a  thing  nice  and 
fair  with  which  to  a})})eal  to  people  before  elections,  and 
then  immediately  after  them  kicked  as  rubbish  into  official 
backyards,  —  while  meaning  it  all,  rather,  as  solid  timber  for 
solid  use,  let  me  remind  you  that  even  thus  it  is  not  some- 
thing which  is  put  up  for  its  own  sake,  but  only  as  a  structure 
on  which  the  better  to  do  our  part  in  building  up  the  king- 
dom of  the  living  God.  When  Saladin,  the  gallant  Moslem 
leader,  at  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  saw  the  sword  of  Kichard, 
his  lion-hearted  antagonist,  he  wondered  how  a  blade  so  un- 
imposing  to  the  eye  could  have  wrought  on  battlefields  such 
mighty  deeds.  Whereupon  the  brave  English  king,  baring 
his  arm  and  showing  its  knotted  muscles,  replied,  "  It  was 
not  the  sword  of  Richard,  but  Richard's  arm  behind  the 
sword  which  did  these  things."  So  in  religion's  relation  to 
the  New  tTerusalem,  it  is  not  the  sword,  not  the  platform, 
not  any  ecclesiastical  apparatus,  but  the  inner  arms  using 
them,  their  strength,  their  earnestness,  their  fidelity,  which 
are  to  do  its  deeds.  And  relying  thus  on  what  I  have 
laid  down  as  not  the  eternal  end  in  itself,  but  as  only 
the  temporal  means,  let  us  try  to  shape  something  upon 
it,  however  humble  it  may  be,  which  shall  find  a  place 
at  last  in  that  vast  spiritual  structure  to  endure  evermore, 
for  the  building  of  which  not  we  alone,  but  this  whole  out- 
ward universe,  every  star  and  every  sod,  every  church  and 
every  workshop,  every  throne  and  every  footstool,  is  but  a 
passing  platform. 
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GENERAL  PRINCIPLES. 


1.  Organization.  We  believe  that  a  local  body 
of  confessed  believers  in  Christ  associated  for  mutual 
edification,  for  the  administration  of  the  sacraments,  for 
the  worship  of  God,  the  study  and  preaching  of  the  Word, 
the  salvation  of  men  and  the  extension  of  the  Kingdom  of 
God  throughout  the  world,  is  a  true  church  of  Christ. 

2.  Government.  We  believe  that  any  local  church 
may  rightfully  elect  its  own  officers,  administer  its  own 
government  and  discipline,  being  amenable  to  no  other 
ecclesiastical  body ;  and  we  believe  that  all  the  members 
of  the  church  are  with  respect  to  rights  and  privileges  on 
a  perfect  equality. 

3.  Fellowship.  Such  a  church  we,  the  First  Con- 
gregational Church  in  Sharon,  declare  ourselves  to  be ; 
and  further,  we  declare  ourselves  to  be  in  fellowship  with 
other  churches  of  our  order  for  mutual  helpfulness,  advice 
and  counsel  according  to  recognized  usages. 

This  church  also  declares  itself  to  be  in  full  sym- 
pathy and  spiritual  fellowship  with  all  other  evangelical 
churches  of  whatever  name. 


CONSTITUTION. 


Art.  I.  Membership.  Sect.  i.  Any  person  who 
gives  credible  evidence  of  piety  and  who  assents  to  the 
Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  may  become  a  member  of 
this  church. 

Sect.  2.  Candidates  for  admission  to  this  church  on 
Confession  of  Faith  shall  be  examined  by  the  Standing 
Committee,  and,  if  approved,  shall  be  propounded  at  least 
two  weeks  before  the  date  of  admission ;  the  church  may 
vote  upon  them  not  sooner  than  the  midweek  meeting 
immediately  preceding  the  date  of  admission,  and  when, 
after  acceptance  by  vote  of  the  church,  they  have  assented 
to  the  Articles  of  Faith  and  Covenant  before  the  congre- 
gation, they  shall  be  received  into  fellowship. 

Sect.  J.  Persons  presenting  letters  from  other  evan- 
gelical churches  may  become  members  of  this  church  by 
vote  of  the  church,  after  recommendation  by  the  Standing 
Committee.  It  is  expected  that  such  persons  will  also 
present  themselves  for  public  recognition  of  covenant 
i     relations  and  fellowship. 

I  Art.  II.    Officers.    Sect.  i.    The  officers  of  this 

I     church  shall  consist  of  a  pastor,  two  or  more  deacons, 
I     a  clerk,  a  treasurer,  and  two  auditors. 
B         Sect.  2.    All  officers  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  and 

each  election  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority  of  the 

votes  cast. 
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Sect.  J.  The  deacons  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of 
five  years  and  shall  be  chosen  on  those  years  which  are 
divisible  by  five.  The  other  officers,  except  the  pastor, 
shall  be  elected  annually. 

Sect,  4.  Since  the  deacons  are  trustees  of  all  church 
property,  one  of  them  shall  be  treasurer  of  the  church. 

Art.  III.  Committees.  Sect.  i.  There  shall  be 
a  Standing  Committee,  and  such  other  committees  as  may 
from  time  to  time  be  desirable. 

Sect.  2.  The  Standing  Committee  shall  consist  of 
the  pastor,  deacons,  and  two  other  members,  who  shall  be 
elected  annually. 

The  Standing  Committee  shall  have  general  over- 
sight of  the  whole  work  of  the  church,  and  they  shall  also 
be  almoners  of  the  charity  fund. 

Art.  IV.  Discipline.  Sect.  i.  The  rule  of  dis- 
cipline shall  be  the  law  of  Christ  as  given  in  Matthew, 
chapter  eighteen,  verses  15-17. 

Art.  V.  The  Sabbath  School.  Sect.  i.  The 
Sabbath  School  shall  be  under  the  control  and  direction 
of  the  church. 

Sect.  2.  The  officers  of  the  Sabbath  School  shall 
be  a  superintendent,  assistant  superintendent,  secretary, 
treasurer  and  librarian.  These  shall  be  elected  for  one 
year,  by  the  church,  at  its  annual  meeting. 

Sect.  J.  There  shall  be  an  executive  committee  of 
the  Sabbath  School,  which  shall  consist  of  the  pastor, 
superintendents  and  two  other  members  of  the  church. 
The  superintendent  shall  be  chairman,  and  the  committee 
shall  be  elected  by  the  church  at  each  annual  meeting. 
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Art.  VI.  Amendments.  Sect,  i.  The  Articles  of 
Faith  and  Covenant,  the  Statement  of  Principles,  and  the 
Articles  of  Constitution  shall  not  be  amended  except  by 
a  three-fourths  vote  of  those  present  and  voting.  Notice 
of  such  amendment  shall  be  given  at  least  four  weeks 
before  the  time  of  voting. 

Sect.  2.  Any  of  the  By-Laws  may  be  suspended 
temporarily  by  a  majority  vote  of  those  present  and 
voting. 

Sect.  J.  The  By-Laws  may  be  amended  by  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  those  present  and  voting,  provided  that 
notice  of  the  proposed  amendment  has  been  given  at  least 
two  weeks  before  the  time  of  voting. 


BY-LAWS. 


Art.  I.  Members.  Sect.  i.  Members  shall  ordi- 
narily be  received  at  the  public  service  preceding  the 
communion. 

Sect  2.  Letters  of  dismission  and  recommendation 
to  other  evangelical  churches  shall  be  granted  to  those 
members  in  good  and  unimpeachable  standing  who  may 
desire  them. 

Such  letters  shall  be  valid  for  only  one  year  from 
date,  and  no  member  shall  be  considered  dismissed  until 
notice  of  admission  is  received  from  the  church  to  which 
the  letter  was  addressed. 

Sect.  J.  Members  removing  to  other  towns  are  ear- 
nestly recommended  to  transfer  their  membership  to  some 
evangelical  church  in  their  vicinity  at  their  earliest  oppor- 
tunity. 

Art.  II.  Officers.  Sect  i.  The  pastor,  who 
shall  also  be  a  member  of  the  church,  shall  ordinarily  be 
moderator  of  all  church  meetings. 

Sect.  2.  In  the  absence  of  the  pastor,  the  senior 
deacon  present  shall  ordinarily  be  moderator. 

Art.  III.  Business.  Sect.  i.  The  regular  meet- 
ings of  the  church  shall  be  the  Sabbath  forenoon  service 
and  the  mid-week  meeting. 

At  either  of  these  meetings,  ordinary  business,  appro- 
priate to  the  time  and  place,  may  be  transacted  without 
previous  notice. 
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Sect.  2.  Special  business  meetings  may  be  held  at 
any  time  at  the  call  of  the  pastor  or  of  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee, or  at  the  written  request  of  five  adult  members, 
provided  that  notice  of  time,  place  and  object  of  the 
meeting  has  been  given  from  the  pulpit  on  the  preceding 
Sabbath. 

Sect.  J.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  church  shall  be 
held  in  connection  with  the  mid-week  meeting  immedi- 
ately preceding  the  first  Sabbath  in  January. 

At  this  meeting  the  annual  reports  shall  be  rendered  ; 
a  clerk,  treasurer,  two  auditors,  two  members  of  the 
Standing  Committee  and  the  officers  and  committees  of 
the  Sabbath  School  shall  be  elected ;  a  plan  of  collections 
shall  be  adopted  ;  also  such  other  business  may  be  trans- 
acted as  is  provided  for  in  Sections  i  and  2. 

Sect.  ^.  The  filling  of  vacancies  in  the  regular  offices 
and  committees  of  the  church  and  Sabbath  School,  busi- 
ness pertaining  to  the  expenditure  of  money  or  the  disci- 
pline of  a  member,  shall  be  termed  special  business,  and 
may  be  transacted  at  any  regular  or  special  meeting  of 
the  church,  provided  notice  has  been  given  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  2. 

Art.  IV.  The  Sacraments.  Sect.  i.  The  Sac- 
rament of  the  Lord's  Supper  shall  ordinarily  be  admin- 
istered on  the  first  Sabbath  in  January,  March,  May,  July, 
September  and  November. 

Sect.  2.  The  Sacrament  of  Baptism  shall  ordinarily 
be  administered  in  connection  with  the  celebration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper. 


FORM  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  THE  CHURCH. 


[The  names  of  candidates  for  admission,  having  been  duly  pro- 
pounded and  accepted  by  vote  of  the  church,  shall  be  read  by  the 
minister,  and  those  who  unite  on  Confession  of  Faith  shall  present 
themselves  before  the  pulpit,  while  the  minister  repeats  :  — ] 

"  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  Take  my  yoke  upon  you 
and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and 
ye  shall  find  rest  unto  your  souls.  For  my  yoke  is  easy 
and  my  burden  is  light." 

"  Whosoever  therefore  shall  confess  me  before  men, 
him  will  I  confess  also  before  my  Father  which  is  in 
heaven." 

[Then  the  minister  shall  say] 

Beloved  Friends  :  —  You  have  presented  yourselves 
in  this  public  manner  to  make  a  confession  of  your  reli- 
gious faith,  and  to  enter  into  covenant  with  God  and  with 
this  church. 

The  confession  which  you  are  about  to  make,  and 
the  engagements  into  which  you  now  enter,  are  of  the 
most  solemn  moment:  God,  angels,  and  this  assembly 
are  witnesses  of  this  transaction. 

According  to  the  measure  of  your  understanding  of 
it  you  acknowledge  the  following  as  your 
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Confession  of  Faith. 

1.  You  believe  that  there  is  but  one  God,  and  that 
He  is  infinite,  eternal  and  unchangeable,  and  possessed  of 
all  possible  perfections ;  that  He  created  all  things,  visi- 
ble and  invisible,  and  upholds  them  by  the  power  of  His 
might;  that  His  purposes  are  eternal  and  unchangeable, 
and  that  His  providence  and  government  are  universal, 
wise  and  holy. 

2.  You  believe  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and 
the  New  Testaments  were  given  by  inspiration  of  God 
and  are  the  only  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

3.  You  believe  that  God  is  revealed  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, as  the  Father,  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost ;  and 
that  these  three  are  the  one  God,  and  in  all  the  divine 
attributes  equal. 

4.  You  believe  that  man  was  created  holy ;  that  he 
fell  from  that  state  by  sinning  against  God ;  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fall,  mankind  are  by  nature  destitute  of 
holiness  and  in  need  of  divine  grace. 

5.  You  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is  both  God  and 
Man ;  that,  by  His  sufferings  and  death.  He  made  an 
atonement  sufficient  for  all ;  and  that  through  Him  salva- 
tion is  freely  offered  to  all,  on  condition  of  repentance 
and  faith. 

6.  You  believe  that  those  who  repent  of  their  sins 
and  exercise  faith  in  Christ  are  for  His  sake  freely  for- 
given ;  that  they  are  renewed  and  sanctified  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  and  that  their  hope  of  continuance  in  the  Christian 
life  is  in  the  preserving  grace  of  God. 
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7.  You  believe  that  in  this  world  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  has  a  visible  church  the  terms  of  admission  to 
which  are  a  public  confession  of  faith  in  Christ  sustained 
by  credible  evidence  ;  and  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  be- 
lievers to  unite,  if  possible,  with  some  local  representative 
of  Christ's  church. 

8.  You  believe  in  the  Sacraments  of  Baptism  and 
the  Lord's  Supper;  that  Baptism  is  to  be  administered 
to  believers  and  their  households,  and  the  Lord's  Supper 
to  members  of  the  church  in  regular  standing. 

9.  You  believe  that  there  will  be  a  general  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead,  when  Jesus  Christ  shall  judge  the  world 
in  righteousness,  and  that  the  wicked  shall  go  into  ever- 
lasting punishment  and  the  righteous  into  life  eternal. 

All  these  things  you  heartily  confess  and  believe. 

You  will  now  enter  into  covenant  with  God  and  this 
church. 

Covenant.^ 

You  do  acknowledge  the  God  of  your  fathers,  the 
living  and  true  God,  to  be  your  God,  and  do  give  up 
yourself  to  Him  as  your  creator,  to  love  Him,  obey  Him, 
depend  upon  Him,  and  be  happy  in  Him. 

You  do  acknowledge  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  only 
and  eternally  begotten  Son  of  God,  to  be  the  only  Saviour 
and  Redeemer,  and  do  give  up  yourself  to  Him,  to  be 
saved  from  the  guilt,  consequences  and  power  of  sin. 

You  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Spirit  to  be  the  only 
applier  of  the  work  of  redemption,  and  do  give  up  your- 
self to  Him  as  your  Sanctifier,  Comforter  and  Guide. 


*  With  slight  changes  the  covenant  is  that  adopted  by  the  church  in  1741, 


FORM  FOR  ADMISSION  TO  THE  CHURCH. 


II 


You  acknowledge  us  to  be  a  true  church  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ,  and  do  give  up  yourself  to  us,  to  be  watched 
over  and  edified  in  your  holy  faith  unto  salvation,  promis- 
ing, by  the  help  of  God,  that  you  will  walk  together  with 
us,  in  love,  unity  and  peace. 

This  you  promise  ? 

[Then  the  minister  shall  say  :  Those  who  have  not  received  the 
ordinance  of  Baptism  will  now  be  baptized.] 

[To  those  who  were  baptized  in  infancy  the  minister  shall 
say :  — ] 

You  who  were  baptized  in  your  childhood  by  believ- 
ing parents,  do  hereby  declare  your  personal  acceptance 
of  that  baptism,  and  your  belief  that  the  regeneration 
thereby  signified  has  been  wrought  in  you  by  the  Holy 
Spirit. 

[The  candidates  will  say  "I  do."] 

[Here  those  who  unite  by  letter  will  rise,  and  the  minister  shall 
say  :  — ] 

Dearly  beloved,  having  already  at  other  times  and 
in  other  places  publicly  confessed  your  faith  in  Christ, 
you  do  now  enter  into  covenant  with  this  church,  to  sub- 
mit yourselves  to  its  rules  and  discipline,  to  join  in  its 
work  and  ordinances '  and  worship,  and  to  walk  with  its 
members  in  all  holy  communion  and  fellowship. 

This  you  heartily  promise  ? 

[Here  the  church  will  rise  and  say  :  — ] 

We,  then,  the  members  of  this  church,  in  view  of 
these  your  confessions  and  engagements,  do  in  the  name 
of  Christ  heartily  and  affectionately  receive  you  to  this 
communion  and  welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us 
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in  the  Gospel,  and  the  service  of  our  divine  Redeemer. 
We  covenant  to  love  and  watch  over  you,  and  in  Christian 
fidelity  to  seek  your  advancement  in  the  life  and  likeness 
of  Him  whose  name  we  bear. 

[The  minister  shall  then  continue.] 

And  in  token  of  our  confidence  and  sympathy,  and 
as  a  pledge  of  our  brotherly  kindness  and  love,  accept 
the  hand  of  welcome,  remembering  the  words  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  how  He  said :  — 

[Here  the  minister  shall  take  the  new  members  by  the  hand, 
giving  to  each  one  some  appropriate  saying  of  Jesus ;  after  which, 
the  church  still  standing,  the  minister  shall  continue  as  follows  :  — ] 

Beloved  in  the  Lord,  you  have  entered  into  solemn 
engagements  from  which  you  can  never  escape.  Wher- 
ever you  go  these  vows  will  be  upon  you.  They  will 
follow  you  to  the  bar  of  God.  They  will  abide  upon  you 
to  eternity. 

May  you  walk  worthily  of  this  your  confession. 

Now  unto  Him  that  is  able  to  guard  you  from 
stumbling,  and  to  set  you  before  the  presence  of  His 
glory  without  blemish  in  exceeding  joy,  to  the  only  God 
our  Saviour,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  be  glory, 
majesty,  dominion  and  power,  before  all  time,  and  now, 
and  forevermore.  Amen. 


HISTORICAL  LIST  OF  THE  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

1741-1899. 
Pastors. 

Rev.  Philip  Curtis.  Ordained,  January,  1742.  Died,  Novem- 
ber 22,  1797. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Whitaker.  Ordained,  February  17,  1799. 
Dismissed,  March  20,  18 16. 

[After  separation  from  tiie  First  Congregational  Society,  now 
Unitarian.] 

Rev.  Joseph  B.  Felt.  Ordained,  December  19,  1821.  Dis- 
missed, May  7,  1824. 

Rev.  Jonathan  Curtis.  Installed,  October  12,  1825.  Dis- 
missed, July  21,  1834. 

Rev.  Jacob  Cummings.  Installed,  January  21,  1835.  Dismissed, 
March  8,  1837. 

Rev.  Lucius  Root  Eastman.  Ordained,  November  15,  1837. 
Dismissed,  September  3,  1840. 

Rev.  Lebbeus  R.  Phillips.  Ordained,  July  29,  1841.  Dis- 
missed, February  26,  1861. 

Rev.  Perley  B.  Davis.  Ordained,  January  29,  1862.  Dis- 
missed, April  2,  1867. 

Rev.  S.  Ingersoll  Briant.  Ordained,  April  22,  1868.  Dis- 
missed, March  25,  1874. 

Rev.  Henry  C.  Weston.  Installed,  September  2,  1874.  Died, 
February  24,  1883. 

Rev.  Edward  G.  Smith.  Installed,  December  7,  1881.  Dis- 
missed, July  I,  1887. 

Rev.  George  F.  Stanton.  Acting  pastor,  July,  1887  to  July, 
1897. 

Rev.  Almon  Jesse  Dyer,  September  19,  1897.  Installed, 
October  5,  1897. 
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Deacons. 

(Records  from  1741  to  July  13,  1816,  are  lost.) 
Ebenezer  Fuller,  serving,  July  13,  1816,  excused,  June  25,  1818. 
Oliver  Everett,  serving,  June  10,  1817,  died,  July  28,  1827. 
Joel  Hewins,  elected,  June  25,  1818,  resigned,  July  24,  1853. 
Benjamin  Fairbanks,  elected,  June  25,  1818. 

[After  separation  from  First  Congregational  Society,  now  Unitarian.] 

Philip  Curtis,  elected,  October  29,  1829,  died,  November  19, 
1844. 

Lemuel  N.  Fuller,  elected,  September  22,  1839  (in  place  of 
Philip  Curtis),  dismissed  to  another  church,  October  28,  1849. 

Daniel  Pettee,  elected,  March  i,  1850,  died,  September  13, 
1876. 

R.  Cecil  Barrett,  elected,  November  3,  1854,  resigned,  Jan- 
uary 2,  1857. 

Lewis  W.  Morse,  elected,  March  4, 1859,  resigned,  March  3, 1876. 

D.  Webster  Pettee,  elected,  December  31,  1875,  when  the  term 
of  office  was  made  five  years. 

Lewis  W.  Morse,  reelected,  March  3,  1876. 

D.  Webster  Pettee,  reelected,  March  5,  1880. 

Sanford  Waters  Billings,  elected,  March  5,  1880, 

Lewis  W.  Morse,  reelected,  February  27,  1885. 

D.  Webster  Pettee,  reelected,  February  27,  1885. 

Lewis  W.  Morse,  reelected,  February  28,  1890. 

D.  Webster  Pettee,  reelected,  February  28,  1890. 

Lewis  W.  Morse,  reelected,  January  4,  1895. 

D.  Webster  Pettee,  reelected,  January  4,  1895. 

Lewis  W.  Morse  died  in  office  February  10,  1897,  having 
been  deacon,  except  one  term  of  five  years,  since  1859. 

S.  W.  Billings,  elected,  April  30,  1897. 

D.  W.  Pettee,  reelected,  January  5,  1900. 

S.  W.  Billings,  reelected,  January  5,  1900. 


HISTORICAL  LIST  OF  OFFICERS  OF  THE  CHURCH.  1 5 


Sabbath  School  Superintendents. 
Organization  of  Sabbath  School,  July,  1835. 

ELECTION,  annual, 

RussEL  C.  Benson,  April  23,  1838  to  April  5,  1840. 
Lemuel  N.  Fuller,  April  5,  1840  to  May  23,  1841. 
Daniel  Pettee,  May  23,  1841  to  April  29,  1842. 
Lemuel  D.  Hewins,  April  29,  1842  to  April  16,  1843. 
Norton  Q.  Tirrell,  M.D.,  April  16,  1843  to  April  30,  1852. 
Lemuel  D.  Hewins,  April  30,  1852  to  May,  1856. 
Lewis  Billings,  2D,  May,  1856  to  May,  1857. 
Sanford  Billings,  May,  1857,  to  April  29,  1859. 
Wm.  R.  Mann,  April  29,  1859  to  April  28,  1864. 
D.  Webster  Pettee,  April  28,  1864  to  May  i,  1868. 
Sanford  Waters  Billings,  May  i,  1868  to  May  5,  1882. 
D.  Webster  Pettee,  May  5,  1882  to  May  10,  1883. 
S.  W.  Billings,  May  10,  1883. 


CHURCH  MEMBERS. 


*  Non-resident. 

Mrs.  Josephine  M.  Anderson, 

Mr.  William  H.  Bannister, 
Mrs.  Bertha  M.  Bannister, 
Mr.  Abel  T.  Barnes, 
Miss  Nellie  T.  Barnes, 
Miss  Mabelle  O.  Barnes, 
Mr.  Charles  O.  Barnes, 
Mr.  Arthur  A.  Bailey, 
Mrs.  Minnie  C.  Bailey, 
Mrs.  Clara  C.  Mathews  Baxter, 
Mr.  Sanford  Waters  Billings, 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Billings, 
Miss  Abbie  C.  Billings, 
Mr.  Osmond  J.  Billings, 
Miss  Harriet  C.  Billings, 
Mrs.  Louisa  J.  Bradlee, 
Mrs.  Mary  L.  Brooks, 
Mr.  Arthur  K.  Brown, 
Mrs.  Alma  B.  Brown, 
Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Brown, 
♦Mrs.  Ann  M.  Brown, 

Mrs.  Susan  Campbell, 
Miss  Bertha  M.  Campbell, 
Mrs.  Emeline  M.  Capen, 
Mr.  Arthur  D.  Colburn, 
Mrs.  Emma  L.  Colburn, 
*Mrs.  Carrie  Cummings, 
Miss  Helen  G.  Curry, 
Miss  Adelaide  Curry, 
Mrs.  Louisa  M.  Curtis, 


July    3,  1898 

Jan.  4,  1901 
Jan.  4,  1901 
July  2,  1899 
July  2,  1899 
July  2,  1899 
Mar.  3,  1895 
Jan.  5,  1890 
Jan.  5,  1890 
May  3,  1901 
Sept.  6,  1857 
Mar.  2,  1862 
July  4,  1875 
May  I,  1892 
Aug.  23,  1858 
Jan.  4,  I 901 
Nov.  3,  1878 
Dec.  17,  1897 
Dec.  17,  1897 
Dec.  17,  1897 
Aug.  23, 1858 

Nov.  5,  1899 
Nov.  5,  1899 
May  2,  1875 
May  I,  1892 
Jan.  7,  1883 
Jan.  19,  1892 
Jan.  I,  1875 
Jan.  6,  1889 
May   2,  1890 


CHURCH  MEMBERS. 


IVIar.  6 

loyo 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Drake, 

July  4. 

1858 

Rev.  Almon  J.  Dyer, 

Nov.  7, 

1897 

Mrs.  Lizzie  J.  Dyer, 

Nov.  7, 

1897 

Mrs.  Frances  A.  Evans, 

Tulv 

1898 

Mrs.  Adelaide  M.  Fernald, 

Jan.  7, 

1900 

Miss  Carrie  W.  Fernald, 

Tan.  7. 

1900 

Mrs.  Louisa  A.  Fuller, 

Mar.  6, 

1898 

Mr.  Nathan  R.  Fuller, 

Aug.  23, 

1858 

Miss  Elizabeth  M.  Geissler, 

July  2, 

1893 

Miss  Margaret  C.  Geissler, 

July  2, 

1893 

Mrs.  Edith  J.  Harwood, 

Jan.  2, 

1898 

Mr.  Robert  Hamilton, 

Sept.  5, 

1875 

Mrs.  Margaret  E.  Hamilton, 

Sept.  5, 

1875 

Miss  Sarah  H.  Hamilton, 

Jan.  5, 

1890 

Mrs.  Georgiana  S.  Hampton, 

June  19, 

1892 

ri    Olivp  HanTnfnn 
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Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Hewins, 

July  10, 

1881 

Mr.  Samuel  Hiles, 

May  5, 

1896 

Mrs.  Emily  Hiles, 

May  5, 

1896 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Hixson, 

May  6, 

1866 

IVfr   Clharlps;  V  TTndsrlnn 

1896 

Mrs.  H.  Rebecca  Johnson, 

Jan.  2, 

1852 

Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Johnson, 

Dec.  31, 

1875 

Miss  Carrie  E.  Johnson, 

May  I, 

1892 

Miss  Mabel  E.  Johnson, 

Jan.  5, 

1090 

Mrs.  Harriet  Kimball, 

Mar.  4, 

1887 

Mr.  Waldemar  M.  P.  Kreutz, 

May  3, 

I90I 

I  Mr.  George  J.  Kusterer, 

July  5. 

1 901 

^Mrs.  Addie  Kusterer, 

July  5> 

1 901 

Mrs.  Minnie  H.  Leslie, 

Jan.    6,  1894 

,  Mr.  Emmons  Leonard, 

May  6, 

1866 
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Mrs.  Henrietta  D.  Leonard, 
Miss  Lizzie  N.  Leonard, 
Mrs.  Carrie  A.  Long, 
Mrs.  Juliette  A.  Long, 
*Mrs.  Ede  Almena  Lotiirop, 

Mr.  George  R.  Mann, 
Mr.  William  R.  Mann, 
Mrs.  Julia  A.  Mann, 
Mrs.  Florine  J.  Margot, 
Mr.  L.  Charles  Margot, 
Mr.  Frank  W.  Marshall, 
Mrs.  Florine  N.  Marshall, 
Mr.  Sumner  L.  Mayhew, 
Mrs.  Nellie  E.  Mayhew, 
*Mrs.  Annie  W.  McCullough, 
*Miss  Maggie  McDonald, 
*Mrs.  Bertha  A.  McKinney, 
Mrs.  Adelaide  C.  McLean, 
*Miss  Katie  McLeod, 
Mr.  Loring  M.  Monk, 
Mrs.  Laura  D.  Monk, 
Miss  Helen  M.  Monk, 
Mrs.  Sophia  E.  Morse, 
Miss  Christine  Morris, 
*Mrs.  Eva  M.  Moore, 
Mrs.  Clara  P.  Myrick, 

Mrs.  Daphne  S.  Naramore, 

Mrs.  Eliza  S.  Paine, 
Miss  Isadora  B.  Paine, 
Miss  Grace  A.  Paine, 
Miss  Gertrude  R.  Paine, 
Mrs.  Madaline  A.  Packard, 
Mrs.  Emily  Peach, 
Mr.  Ernest  E.  Peach, 
Mr.  Josiah  W.  Perry, 
Mrs.  Phebe  A.  Perry, 


May  6,  1866 
Nov.  4,  1888 
Sept.  6,  1874 
May  3,  1889 
Mar.  4,  1859 

1871 

July  4,  1858 
Nov.  4,  1894 
Jan.  5,  1890 
Jan.  5,  1890 
Mar.  3,  1895 
Mar.  3,  1895 
Dec.  17,  1897 
Dec.  17,  1897 
May  6,  1900 
July  I,  1892 
July  2,  1893 
July  2,  1899 
May  4,  1888 
May  7,  1876 
Jan.  4,  1885 
Jan.  5,  1896 
Sept.  2,  1864 
Mar.  6,  1898 
Nov.  4,  1888 
May  4,  1888 

Jan.  26,  1879 

May  6,  1900 
May  6,  1900 
May  6,  1900 
May  6,  1900 
July  17,  1864 
Jan.  4,  1891 
May  5,  1896 
May  23,  1858 
May  23,  1858 
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Mr.  Joseph  S.  Perry, 

Mar.  3, 

1895 

Miss  Rowena  Pettee, 

Sept.  4, 

1842 

Mr.  D.  Webster  Pettee, 

Jan.  7, 

185s 

Mrs.  Myra  F.  Pettee, 

July  I, 

1866 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Pollard, 

Aug.  2, 

1852 

Mr.  Henry  M.  Pollard, 

Nov.  3, 

1878 

Mrs.  Amelia  H.  Pollard, 

July  3. 

1868 

"KM"         1~i     1      T_    T        T)     11—  J 

Mr.  Ralph  L.  Pollard, 

July  2, 

T893 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Potter, 

Nov.  7, 

1897 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Potter, 

Nov.  7, 

1897 

Mrs.  Betsy  T.  Rhoades, 

Sept.  3, 

1876 

*Mrs.  Maria  T.  Richards, 

July  4, 

1858 

*Miss  Delia  C.  Richards, 

Nov.  4, 

1894 

*Mrs.  Mary  A.  Richards, 

July  4. 

1858 

Mr.  E.  Gil  more  Richards, 

May  I, 

1892 

Mrs.  Gertrude  F.  Williams  Richards, 

July  5. 

1901 

Mr.  Edward  C.  Richards, 

May  5, 

1896 

Mrs.  Alice  M.  Richards, 

May  5, 

1896 

Mr.  Alfred  C.  Sampson, 

May  3, 

189s 

Mrs.  Carrie  Sampson, 

May  3, 

1895 

Miss  Jennie  L.  Sancton, 

May  5, 

1590 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  Stone, 

Aug.  23, 

1858 

*Mr.  Edmund  B.  Squires, 

Aug.  31, 

1883 

Mr.  Otis  S.  Tolman, 

July  4, 

1858 

Mrs.  Clara  A.  Weston, 

Jan.  I, 

187s 

*Mr.  David  B.  Weston, 

May  I, 

1892 

Mr.  Sidney  A.  Weston, 

May  I, 

1892 

Mrs.  Mary  L.  West, 

Jan.  4, 

189s 

Miss  Mille  L.  West, 

Jan.  5, 

1896 

Mrs.  Eliza  L.  White, 

May  6, 

1900 

Mrs.  Eunice  White, 

July  5. 

1868 

Mrs.  Lucy  H.  Wickes, 

Sept.  3, 

1876 

*Mrs.  Martha  W.  Wilcox, 

July  S» 

1868 

Mr.  Christopher  Wilson, 

Nov.  4, 

1894 

Mrs.  Charlotte  Wilson, 

Nov.  4, 

1894 
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Sharon,  Massachusetts. 
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No.  g348. 


Be  it  known  that  whereas  Albert  D.  Holmes,  Fra': 

E.  Burbank,  Louis  F.  Gates,  James  A.  Harding,  Wil; 
Thompson,  Frank  B.  Goode,  Edward  H.  Warnj, 
Eugene  Tappan  and  George  W.  Field  have  associal  l 
themselves  with  the  intention  of  forming  a  corporati'i 
under  the  name  of  the  j 

Sbaron  Club, 

for  the  purpose  of  the  maintenance  of  reading  rooii 
library  and  a  meeting  place  for  social  purposes,  and  ha 
compHed  with  the  provisions  of  the  statutes  of  this  Co 
monwealth  in  such  case  made  and  provided,  as  appe;. 
from  the  certificate  of  the  proper  officers  of  said  corpo  i 
tion,  duly  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Corporalioi 
and  recorded  in  this  office  : 

Now,  THEREFORE,  I,  WiLLiAM  M.  OuN,  Secretary 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  DO  hereby  ceri  i 
that  said  Albert  D.  Holmes,  Frank  E.  Burbank.  Lo 

F.  Gates,  James  A.  Harding,  Willis  Thompson,  I  ra 
B.  Goode,  Edward  H.  Warren,  Eugene  Tappan  aj 
George  W.  Field,  their  associates  and  successors, 
legally  organized  and  established  as  and  are  hcrcl)y  ina 
an  existing  corporation  under  the  name  of  the  SHARC 
CLUB,  with  the  powers,  rights,  and  privileges,  and  sui 
ject  to  the  limitations,  duties,  and  restrictions  which 
law  appertain  thereto. 

Witness  my  official  signature  hei 
unto  subscribed,  and  the  seal  of  t 
Commonwealth    of  MassachuseL 
hereunto  affixed  this  first  day 
January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  o 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  two. 

WM.  M.  OLIN, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonweah 


^ffuet0,  1901=1902. 


President, 

ALBERT    D.  HOLMES. 

Vice-President, 
JAMES  A.  HARDING. 

Treasurer, 

FRANK  E.  BURBANK, 

Secretary, 

LOUIS  F.  GATES. 

Board  of  Directors, 

DR.  GEORGE  W.  FIELD, 

FRANK  B.  GOODE. 

EUGENE  TAPPAN, 

WILLIS  THOMPSON, 

EDWARD  H.  WARREN. 

The  Governing  Board  of  the  Sharon  Club  is  composed 
of  the  above-named  officers  and  the 
Board  of  Directors. 
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Committee«. 


House  Committee, 

WILLIS  THOMPSON,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  O.  BARNES,  CHARLES  W.  SAWTELLE. 

Entertainment  Committee, 

FRANK  E.  BURBANK,  Chairman, 
JOHN   W.   MACINTOSH,   DR.  GEORGE  A.  DENNETT. 


Membership  Committee, 

LOUIS  F.  GATES,  Chairman, 
CHARLES  E.  HALL,  TIMOTHY  F.  OUINN. 
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ARTICLE  I. 
NAME  AND  OBJECT. 
I  This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  Sharon  Ci.ub, 
and  is  formed  for  social  and  business  purposes. 

ARTICLE  II. 
OFFICERS. 

The  officers  of  the  Club  shall  be  a  President,  a  Vice- 
President,  five  Directors,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary 
who  shall  also  be  Clerk  of  the  corpora:tion,  all  of 
whom  shall  be  elected  first  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Clul),  and  afterwards  annually  at  the  annual 
meeting,  to  serve  for  one  year  thereafter,  or  until 
their  successors  have  been  chosen. 

ARTICLE  III. 
PRESIDENT. 

The  President  of  the  Club,  or  in  his  absence  the  Vice- 
President,  shall  authorize  the  call  of  all  meetings  of 
,      the  Board  of  Government,  and  of  the  Club,  except  as 
hereinafter    provided,  and    shall    exercise  the  usual 
functions  of  a  presiding  officer. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
i  VICE-PRESIDENT, 
i  The  Vice-President  of  the  Club  shall,  in  the  absence  of 
!     the   President,  perform  all  the  duties  of   the  latter 
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officer,  and  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  the 
President,  the  Vice-President  shall  thereupon  succeed 
to  the  office  of  President  for  the  time  elapsing  between 
such  death  or  resignation  and  the  next  annual  meeting 
of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  V. 
BOARD  OF  GOVERNMENT. 
The  nine  officers  of  the  Club  named  in  Article  II.  shall 
together  constitute  its  Board  of  Government,  which 
board  shall  have  the  general  control  of  the  affairs, 
funds  and  property  of  the  Club.  It  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  Board  of  Government  to  carry  out  the  objects 
and  purposes  of  the  Club,  and  to  this  end  it  may 
exercise  all  the  powers  of  the  Club,  subject  to  the 
by-laws,  and  to  such  action  as  the  Club  may  take  at 
its  special  or  regular  meetings. 

ARTICLE  VI. 
TREASURER. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Club  shall,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Government,  disburse  the  funds  of  the 
club,  and  shall  keep  regular  accounts  thereof,  which 
shall  be  subject  to  the  examination  of  the  President  and 
Board  of  Directors.  He  shall  be  required  to  furnish 
bonds  acceptable  to  the  Board  of  Government,  the 
expense  of  procuring  same  to  be  paid  by  the  Club. 
He  shall  submit  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the  Club 
to  the  Board  of  Government  whenever  so  requested, 
and  shall  prepare  annually  a  detailed  statement  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  Club,  showing  its  receipts 
and  expenses  for  the  current  year,  which  statement 
shall  be  read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Club,  and  a 
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copy  of  said  statement  shall  he  mailed  to  each  member 
of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  VII. 
SECRETARY. 

j  The  Secretary  of  the  Club  shall  notify  each  member  of 
the  Board  of  Government  of  all  meetings  of  the  Board, 
j     and  each  member  of  the  Club  of  every  special  meeting 
I     of  the  Club.    He  shall  issue  all  authorized  notices  to 
members  and  shall  keep  a  true  record  of  all  meetings 
I      of  the  Board  of  Government  and  of  the  Club.  He  shall 
i      collect  all  monies  due  the  Club  and  pay  same  to  the 
Treasurer  taking  his  receipt  therefor.    The  Secretary 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  payment    of  the  regular 
annual  dues. 

'  ARTICLE  VIII. 

VACANCIES. 

1::  The  Board  of  Government  shall  have  power  to  fill  any 
j     vacancy  which  may  occur  from  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise,  in  its  own  body,  or  in  any  of  the  offices  of 
the  Club,  except  that  of  President,  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  officer  thus  vacating. 


ARTICLE  IX. 
ANNUAL  STATEMENT  BY  SECRETARY. 
The  Secretary  shall  prepare  annually  a  detailed  statement 
of  the  condition  of  the  Club,  the  number  of  its  mem- 
bers, and  other  matters  of  general  interest,  which 
shall  be  read  at  the  annual  meeting. 
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ARTICLE  X.  il" 
MEETINGS  OF  BOARD  OF  GOVERNMENT. 

ao( 

The  Board  of  Government,  of  which  five  shall  be 
quorum,  shall  hold  stated  meetings  at  least  once 
every  month,  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Th 
time  and  place  for  holding  such  meetings  may  b 
determined  by  the  Board.    Special  meetings  shall  b 
called  by  the  Secretary,  on  request  of  the  President, 
any  two  members  of  the  Board,  upon  written  notice  t 
be  given  by  the  Secretary,  to  each  member  of  th 
Board,  at  least  twenty-four   hours  before  the  tim 
appointed  therefor 

ARTICLE  XI.  II  (lu, 

PENALTIES. 

All  penalties  for  violation  of  by-laws,  house  rules,  o 
other  regulations  of  the  Club,  and  all  forfeitures  whicl  The 
may  be  imposed  upon  mem]:)ers  for  misconduct,  o 
injury  to  the  property  of  the  Clul),  shall  be  determine< 
by  the  Board  of  Government.  ^ 

I 

ARTICLE  XII.  * 
COMMITTEES.  | 
The  Board  of   Government  shall,  at  the  first  meeting 
after  the  annual  meeting,  elect  from  their  number,  oi 
from  the  members  of  the  Club,  three  committees,  to  be! 
known  as  1  He 

The  House  Committee,  p,e 
The  Entertainment  Committee,  I  ber 


slia 


The  Membership  Committee, 

and  such  other  committees  and  assistants  as  they  shall 
deem  expedient,  to  hold  office  during  the  pleasure  of 


the  Board.  The  action  and  authority  of  each  com- 
mittee shall  be  at  all  times  subject  to  the  supervision 
and  control  of  the  Board  of  (Government,  and  the 
chairman  of  each  committee  shall  l)e  a  member  of  the 
Board. 

The  House  Committee  shall  direct  the  management  of 
the  club  rooms,  including  all  the  different  depart- 
ments, purchase  the  necessary  supplies,  regulate  prices, 
and  cause  to  be  kept  a  strict  account  of  all  receipts 
and  purchases,  and  shall  hand  to  the  Treasurer  on  the 
first  day  of  each  month  a  transcript  of  such  account  to 
date. 

The  Entertainment  Committee  shall  be  charged  with  the 
duty  of  providing  such  instructive  or  amusing  enter- 
tainments, from  time  to  time,  as  in  their  judgment 
will  be  acceptable  to  the  members  of  the  Club. 

The  Membership  Committee  shall  consist  of  three,  and 
shall  investigate  the  eligibility  of  all  applicants  for 
membership.  This  committee  shall  hear  all  objections 
made  by  any  member  of  the  Club,  and  report  its  action 
to  the  Board  of  Government.  The  proceedings  of  this 
committee  shall  be  held  strictly  confidential. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

NOMINATION  OF  OFFICERS. 

The  Board  of  Government  shall,  at  least  two  weeks 
previous  to  each  annual  meeting,  appoint  from  mem- 
bers of  the  Club  other  than  the  Board  of  Government, 
a  committee  of  five,  to  be  known  as  the  Nominating 
Committee,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  nominate  and 
have  posted  on  the  l)ulletin  board  of  the  Club,  at  least 
one  week  previous  to  said  annual  meeting,  a  list  of 


candidates  for  the  offices  which  are  to  be  filled  for  the 
ensuing  year.  Any  six  members  of  the  Club  may 
nominate  a  different  ticket,  over  their  signatures,  by 
filing  the  same  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Club.  The 
Secretary  shall  post  such  ticket  upon  the  bulletin 
board  at  least  three  days  previous  to  the  annual  meet- 
ing. No  candidate  shall  be  elected  to  any  office 
without  such  notice  to  the  members  of  the  Club.  The 
provisions  of  Article  XII.  shall  not  apply  to  the 
Nominating  Committee. 

ARTICLE  XIV. 
ANNUAL  MEETING  — ELECTIONS. 
The  annual  meeting  of  the  Club  shall  be  held  at  the 
Club  rooms  on  the  first  Monday  of  October  in  each 
year,  at  the  hour  of  8  o'clock  i\  m.,  at  which  meeting 
the  officers  of  the  Club  shall  be  elected. 
All  election  of  officers  shall  be   by  ballot  under  the 
direction  of  tellers  to  be  appointed  by  the  President, 
and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  elect. 

ARTICLE  XV. 

MEETINGS  OF  CLUB. 

The  other  regular  meetings  of  the  Club  shall  be  held  on 
the  first  Monday  of  each  month,  at  the  Club  rooms,  at 
the  hour  of  8  o'clock  p.m.  Special  meetings  of  the  Club 
may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  President,  the 
Board  of  Government,  or  shall  be  called  on  the  written 
request  of  any  six  members  of  the  Club,  due  notice  of 
which  meeting  shall  l)e  mailed  by  the  Secretary  to 
each  member  of  the  Club  at  least  twenty- four  hours 
before  the  time  appointed  for  such  meeting.    At  any 
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such  special  meeting,  no  business  other  than  that 
specified  in  the  call  shall  be  considered. 

ARTICLE  XVI. 

QUORUM  AT  CLUB  MEETINGS  —  PROXIES — 
STRANGERS. 

Fifteen  members  of  the  Club  shall  constitute  a  quorum  at 
any  regular  or  special  meeting.  Proxies  shall  not  be 
allowed,  and  no  stranger  shall  be  permitted  to  attend 
any  business  meeting  of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  male  person  over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and 
of  good  character  and  standing,  shall  be  eligible  to 
membership. 

ARTICLE  XVIII. 

APPLICATION  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Every  application  for  membership  shall  be  in  writing,  and 
must  be  signed  hy  the  applicant,  giving  his  name  in 
full,  his  occupation,  and  place  of  residence  ;  it  shall 
also  contain  the  written  endorsement  of  at  least  two 
members  of  the  Club.  The  information  contained  in 
the  application  shall  be  briefly  noted  upon  the  bulletin 
board  of  the  Club  for  at  least  ten  days  before  the 
candidate  is  balloted  for.  Every  appHcation  for  mem- 
bership shall  be  accompanied  by  the  amount  of  the 
admission  fee,  which  shall  be  returned  only  in  case  of 
a  rejection  of  the  candidate. 
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ARTICLE  XIX. 

ELECTION  OF  NEW  MEMBERS. 

Members  shall  be  elected  to  the  Club  by  the  Board  ol. 
Government,  by  ballot  at  any  regular  or  special  meet 
ing  of  the  Board.  No  application  for  membership 
shall  be  considered  by  the  Board,  except  upon  a 
favorable  report  by  a  majority  of  the  Membership 
Committee,  and  no  applicant  shall  be  elected  against 
whose  election  two  ballots  shall  l)e  cast,  or  against 
whose  election  a  written  objection  shall  have  been  filed 
with  the  Secretary,  signed  by  any  five  members  of  the 
Club. 

ARTICLE  XX. 

RECONSIDERATION    OF   VOTE    UPON  APPLICATION 
FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  member  of  the  Board  of  Government  may,  at  thei 
same  meeting,  move  a  reconsideration  of  a  vote  upon= 
the  admission  of  an  applicant  ;  but  after  adjournment 
no  motion  for  the  reconsideration  of  such  vote  shall  be 
entertained,  and  no  rejected  applicant  shall  be  eligible - 
for  a  new  application  until  the  expiration  of  two 
months  after  his  rejection. 


ARTICLE  XXI. 

ADMISSION  FEE— ANN.UAL  DUES. 

Every  member  of  the  Club  shall  pay  an  admission  fee  ofi 
five  dollars,  and  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  as  annual  dues, 
payable  quarterly,  in  advance,  on  the  first  days  of 
January,  April,  July  and  October  of  each  year. 


)  one 
shall: 
im 
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ARTICLE  XXII. 
ACCEPTANCE  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 
Every  person  elected  to  membership  shall,  within  thirty 
^    days  after  being  informed  thereof,  pay  to  the  Secretary 
that  portion  of  his  r|uarterly  dues  corresponding  to  the 
unexpired  portion  of  the  current  (juarter  (no  notice 
being  taken  of  the  fraction  of  a  month).    Upon  the 
;   election  of  a  candidate,  the  Secretary  shall  enter  his 
name  in  the  membershij)  l)ook  of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  XXIll. 
MEMBERS  IN  ARREARS  —  FORFEITURE  OF 
MEMBERSHIP. 
\Nhen  the  dues,  assessments,  or  indel)tedness  of  any 
\  member  of  the  Club  shall  remain  unpaid  for  a  period- 
of  six  months  after  presentation  to  him  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  a  statement  of  such  indebtedness,  his  name 
shall  be  posted  on  the  bulletin  board  for  ten  days,  at 
the  expiration  of  which  time,  unless  his  dues  shall  have 
been  settled,  his  name  shall  be  erased  from  the  roll  of 
members. 

ARTICLE  XXIV. 
RIGHTS  OF  FORFEITING  MEMBERS, 
fo  one  who  shall  have  forfeited  his  membership,  or  who 
\  shall  have  been  expelled  from  the  club,  shall  ever  be 
,  admitted  to  the  club  rooms  under  any  circumstances, 
until  after  he  has  been  reinstated  or  re-elected. 

ARTICLE  XXV. 
^  RESIGNATION   OF  MEMBERSHIP, 

very  resignation  of  membership  must  be  in  writing, 
Isigned  by  the  member  resigning,  and  delivered  to  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Club.  Such  resignation  shall  be  acted 
upon  by  the  Board  of  Government,  but  no  resignation 
shall  be  accepted  unless  the  member  resigning  is  free 
from  any  indebtedness  to  the  Club. 
Any  member  whose  resignation  has  been  so  accepted 
may  be  reinstated  within  six  months  by  a  two-thirds  : 
vote  of  the  Board  of  Government  upon  payment  of 
past  dues. 

ARTICLE  XXVI. 

EFFECT  OF  TERMINATION  OF  MEMBERSHIP. 

A  resignation,  death,  or  forfeiture  of  membership  for 
any  cause,  shall  operate  as  an  assignment  and  release  \ 
to  the  Club  of  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of  such  ; 
member  in  and  to  the  property  and  assets  of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  XXVII. 

NOTICES  TO  MEMBERS. 

All  notices  to  members  of  the  Club  shall  be  considered 
sufficient,  if  plainly  written  or  printed  and  mailed  to 
the  post-office  address  of  the  member,  which  he  shall 
have  furnished  to  the  Secretary. 

ARTICLE  XXVIII. 
VISITORS. 

Any  person  having  a  usual  place  of  residence  or  business 
in  Sharon  for  not  less  than  four  consecutive  months 
shall  be  termed  a  resident.  All  others  shall  be  termed 
strangers.  No  resident  of  Sharon,  not  a  member, 
shall  be  admitted  to  the  club-rooms  oftener  than  once 
in  thirty  days.    Any  stranger  may  be  introduced  for 
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one  day  at  any  time,  by  a  member  who  shall  record 
his  name  in  (he  \'isitor's  Book.  Upon  ap])lication  to 
the  Secretary  he  may  receive  a  card  entitling  him  to  all 
the  privileges  of  the  club-rooms  for  a  period  of  two 
weeks.  Any  stranger  approved  by  the  Membershi]^ 
Committee  may  receive  all  the  l)enefits  of  the  Club  on 
payment  of  two  dollars  a  month  in  advance. 

ARTICLE  XXIX. 

GAMBLING  AND   LIQUORS  EXCLUDED. 

There  shall  be  no  gambling  in  any  portion  of  the  clul)- 
roonis,  nor  shall  any  intoxicating  liquors  l)e  kept  or 
used  upon  the  premises,  nor  shall  games  of  any  kind  be 
allowed  in  the  club-rooms  on  Sunday. 

ARTICLE  XXX. 

HOUSE  RULES. 

|The  House  Committee  shall  from  time  to  time,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Government,  adopt  such 
house  rules  as  they  may  find  necessary  for  the  welfare 
and  government  of  the  Club. 

ARTICLE  XXXI. 
AMENDMENT  OF  BY-LAWS. 
No  alteration  or  amendment  shall  be  made  in  these  by- 
laws, except  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Club,  or  at  a 
special  meeting  thereof  called  for  that  purpose,  due 
notice  of  the  intended  alteration  or  amendment  having 
been  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Club  to  every 
member,  and  then  only  by  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting  at  such  meeting. 
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January  1st,  1902. 


Allen,  Dr.  Marcellus  H. 
Aspinwall,  Edward 
Burbank,  Frank  E. 
Barnes,  Abel  T. 
Barnes,  Charles  0. 
■*Billings,  Sanford  Waters 
Briggs,  Frederick  H. 
Baker,  Dr.  George  T. 
Bowman,  John  A. 
Brooks,  Charles  M. 
Clarke,  Dr.  William  T. 
Cole,  F.  Erving 
Crowell,  Willis  C. 
Carpenter,  S.  Irving 
Coon,  Floyd  C. 
Chisholm,  George  C. 
Dennett,  Dr.  George  A. 
Derry,  Capt.  Charles  T. 
Field,  Dr.  George  W. 
Fernald,  Benjamin  E. 
Foster.  Charles 
Gates,  Louis  F. 
Goode,  Frank  B. 


Goddard,  Joseph 
Holmes,  Albert  D. 
Harding,  James  A. 
Hewins,  Col.  Edmund  H 
Hall,  Charles  E. 
HoUiday,  Guy  H. 
Macintosh,  John  W. 
Mackey,  James  P. 
Noyes.  Cyrus  A. 
Prouty,  Thomas  S. 
Phillips,  John  G. 
Perry,  John  F. 
Quinn,  Timothy  F. 
Remick,  Henry  T. 
Sawtelle,  Charles  W. 
Shea,  Thomas  J. 
Stone,  Silas  A. 
Tappan,  Eugene 
Thompson,  Willis 
Tenney,  Dr.  William  N. 
Warren,  Edward  H. 
Wolston,  Edward  B. 
White,  John  F. 


*  Deceased. 
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Sharon..., 

This  House  will  be  open  for  per 
manent  and  transient  guests 

Summer  and  Winter. 

It  is  pleasantly  situated,  only  foui 
minutes'  walk  from  the  station  and  jjj. 
near  the  Churches,  Postoffice,  Pub- 
lic Library,  Town  Hall,  Telephone 
and  Telegraph  offices.  The  house 
sets  high,  has  broad  piazzas,  and 
the  sanitary  arrangements  are  per- 
fect. The  table  and  attendance  are 
first-class  in  every  respect.  There 
are  several  acres  of  grounds  com- 
prising Lawns,  Groves,  Arbors, 
Pine  Wood,  and  Fruit,  Flower  and 
Vegetable  Gardens.  Good  accom- 
modations for  Horses. 

Mrs.  A.  D.  LEWIS, 
Manager. 


WTCKES' 
H  A  N  O  BOOK 

^  —OF— 

Sharon,  Mass. 

—THE— 

tjeHEALTHIEST  TOWN^ 

—IN— 

NEW  ENGLAND. 


W.  B.  WICKES- 


SHARON : 

[PRINTED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  ADVOCATE, 
1899. 


N  the  thirty  years  that  I  have 
been  in  the  rea!  estate  business 
in  Sharon,  I  have  spent  many  thous- 
and dollars  in  advertising  the  town, 
and  have  circulated  many  thousands 
of  these  little  books.  It  is  but  right 
that  those  who  are  attracted  to  Shar 
on  by  them  should  give  me  the  first 
opportunity  to  show  them  the  prop= 
erty  that  is  for  sale  or  to  let. 

W.  B.  WICKES. 
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INTKODUOilON. 
This  book  is  published  to  make 
Sharon  bettor  known  and  apppreciatod. 
It  gives  information  about  the  town, 
and  answers  questions  often  asked  by 
strangers.  It  is  intended  for  gratui- 
tous circulation,  and  extra  copies  will 
be  cneerfully  furnished  physicians  and 
others  on  application  to  me.  To  those 
seeking  homes,  Sharon  oilers  attt ac- 
tions unexcelled  by  any  other  Icoality. 

iSature  has  given  Sharon  pure  air, 
pure  water,  and  good  drainage,  which 
are  the  three  great  requisites  to  h'ealth 
and  happiness.     We  have   also  jfjne 
walks  and  drives  and  beautiful  scenery 
and  all  of  these  things  can  be  enjoved 
without  sacrificing  scarcely  anything 
i  desirable  that  the  residents  of  largo 
cities  have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy. 
Further  information  about  the  town 
:  will  be  cheerfully  furnished  on  appli- 
\  cation  by  letter  or  otherwise.     I  have 
\  a  long  distance  telephone  iu  my  resi- 
dence, and  can  be  communicated  with 
i  at  all  times  from  any  telephone.  My 
;  carriage  is  at  Sharon  station  every 
I  pleasant  day  except    Saturday  and 
i  Sunday;  on  the  arrival  of   the  trains 
;  leaving  Boston   at  10.18  A.    M.,  and 
I  the  first  afternoon  train,  and  is  at  the 
\  service  of  those  desirous  of  seeing 
'  property   that  is  for  sale   or  to  let. 
A  carriage  and  driver  will  be  furnished 
:  at  reasonable  rates  to  those  seeking 
I  board. 

WILLIAM  B.  WICKES 
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Since  May,  1870,   I  have  been  en- 
gaged in  gelling  and  buying  real  estate 
in  Sharon  on  commission,    and  have 
sold  many  estates,  including  a  major-  •; 
ity  of  the  hotels,  farms,   houses,  and 
vacant   lands  in   Sharon    that  have 
changed  owners  during  that  time.    I  ' 
have  been  employed  to  purchase  land  ' 
for  the  New   York  &  New  England  -^^ 
Railroad,  the  Sharon  Sanitarium,   the  ■ 
Boston  &  Providence  Railroad,  the  N. 
Y.  N.  H.,  &  H.    Railroad,    and  other  a'' 
corporations  and  individuals,  and  have 
also  'been  employed  to  secure  options  ^ 
on   or  bond  several  large   tracts  of 
lands.     As  I  do  not    speculate    in  ' ' 
Sharon  real  estate   myself,    but  only 
sell  and  buy  for  others,   1  am  always  ii*^^ 
disinterested  in  any  advice  or  suggea- 
tions  I  give  my   patrons.  Knowing 
the  wonderful  health  giving  properties 
of  the  air  and  water  of  Sharon,  and 
wishing  to  make  its  many  attractions  staii 
and  advantages  better  known,    [  have 
published  and  distributed  2,000  copies 
of  books  describing  the  town. 

In  return  1  ask  that  those  who  wish  f":/ 
to  buy  or  sell  property  here,  and  es-  acd: 
pecially  those  who  are  drawn  to  Shar-  keli 
on  by  reading  this  book,  will  give  me  ^j'^ 
an  opportunity  to  show  them  the  at-  N 
tractions  of  the  town  and  what  1  have  i^ar 
to  let  or  sell.  "f^^ 

et,  V 

WILIAM  B.  WICKES.  tickei 
Sharon,  Mass.,  August,  1899.        '  fight 


now  TO    REACH  SHAKON. 


Sharon  is  17  miles  from  Boston  and 
25  from  Providenco  on  tho  main  line, 
of  tho  Providenco  Division  of  tho  New 
York,  No;;  Haven  &  Hartford  Kailroad. 

There  are  15  trains  from  Boston  each 
a  week  da/,  (six  of  them  express)  and 
six  on  Sundays.  Time  of  trains  from 
23  to  39  minutes.  The  time  tables 
are  so  arranged  that  trains  usually 
arrive  at  their  destination  on  schedule 
time. 

This  road  is  one  of  tho  olaest,  best 
t  equipped  and  most  carefully  managed 
j  roads  in  tho  country.     It  crosses  no 
drawbridges,  is  double-  tracked  with 
heavy  steel  rails  its  entire  length,  and 
the  trains  are  supplied  with  plenty  of 
I  cars,  so  each  passenger  can  have  a  seat. 
Passengers  have  a  choice  of  the  new 
Back  Bay  station  or  the  new  Southern 
[station  at  tho  foot  of  Summer  street. 
I  The  station  in  Sharon   is  also  well 
[adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  travelling 
I  public,  and  is  supplied  with  the  fam- 
jous  Sharon  "spring  water,  and  the  yard 
land  grounds  are  finely  graded  and  em- 
[bellishod  with  shrubs. 
I    Single  fares  from  Sharon  to  Boston 
forty  cents;  five  trip  tickets,  one  dol- 
lar and  seventy-five  cents,   or  thirty- 
five  cent'3  each  ;  a  three  months'  tick- 
et,   twenty  dollars;    a   two  months' 
ticket,   fifteen   dollars;    one  month, 
eight  dollars.    The  net  cost  on  a  three 


months'  ticket  is  only  twelve  cents  a 
trip:  on  a  two  months',  fourteen  cents 
on  one  month's  ticket,  tiftten  cents. 
Single  rates  from  Sharon  to  Provdence 
sixty  ccnta.  One  thousand  mile  tickets, 
good  on  any  portion  of  the  Mew  York, 
New  Haven  and  Hartford  railroad, 
twenty  dollars.  Passengers  from  New 
York  can  reach  Sharon  by  the  all-rail  l^a 
Shore  Line,  or  by  the  Providence 
steamboat  line.  To  drive  from  Boston 
to  Sharon,  take  Brush  Hill  Turnpike 
and  come  via  Canton.  From  Jamaica 
Plain  come  via  Dedham  and  Norwood 
From  New  Bedford,  Taunton,  and 
Fall  River,  come  via  Easton  Furnace 
or  come  by  rail  via  Mansfield. 

Sharon  has  fine  mail  facilities,  there 
being  twelve  mails  to  and  from  the 
post-  office  each  day.     The  Westernptree 
Union  Telegraph  Company  has  an  of- 
fice in  the  railroad  station,    and  the 
wires  of  the  New  England  Telephone 
company  enable  us  to  talk  with  all  the 
country.    Communication  can  be  had  m 
at  all  hours  of  the  day  or  night  direct 
with  my  residence  in  Sahron  from  any  tare 
telephone  in  Boston  or  any  of  the  ad 
joining  towns  and  in  fact  by  means  of 
the  long  distance  telephone,    with  al 
most  any.  large  city   in   the  land.  As 
the  railroad   time  table  is  liable  to 
slight  changes,  it  is  omitted  from  thisjaveil 
hook,  but  a  correct  one  will  be  furn- 
ished on  application.  itt 


taiD; 
The 


7 


DESCRIPTION. 

Sharon,  Norfolk  County,  Masaachu- 
sotts,  offers  great  inducements  to  the 
farmer,  the  poultry  keeper,  the  garde- 
ner, the  manufacturer,  and   the  inva- 
lid, as  also  to  those  seeking  a  quiet, 
pleasant  home.    Its  attractions  as  a 
suburban  residence,  especially  to  those 
doing  business  in  Boston,  Providence, 
and  neighboring  towns  and   cities  are 
(J   unequalled  by  any  other  place  within 
;1   fifty  mile?  of  Boston. 
n      Sharon  is  the  most  elevated  town  in 
^»   eastern  Massachusetts,   and  from  its 
situation  and  the  nature  of  the  soil 
f  the  natural  drainage  is  almost  perfect, 
liif  It  is  the  summit  of  the   watershed  of 
1  three  rivers,  and  it  is  a  singular  fact 
i;  that  though  a  very  large  town   in  ex- 
tent,  yet  not  one  drop  of  water  runs 
w  into  it  fronci  any  other  town,  but  water 
lai  runs  out  of  Sharon   into  each  of  the 
b!  seven  joining  towns.    Thus  it  will  be 
i«i  seen  that  the  air  and  the  water  of 
ffl  Sharon  can  never  be  polluted  by  the 
ad'  drainage  of  any  other  town, 
oso'     The  town  is  from  two  hundred  to 
1  ai  five  hundred  and  thirty  feet  above  sea 
!•  level.    It  is  sheltered  on  the  east  by 
;  ihe  Blue  Hills  of  Milton.    The  soil  is 
ill  jravelly  and  contains  iron,   and  there 
Ion  S  a  great  deal  of  pine   wood  growing 
■n  the  town.    All  of  these  things  with 
|he  perfect  drainage,  tend  to  make  the 
iir  of  Sharon  pure  and   healthy  ;  but 


8 


in  addition  to  all  this,  some  as  yet  un- V  - 
discovered  law  causes  a  large  amount 
of  ozone  to  always  exist  in  the  airV: 
here,  making  it  at  all  times  soft, 
balmy,  and  extremely  agreeable.  Evenl-^ 
the  much  and  justly  abused  east  windlr; 
is  deprived  of  its  harshness  here  and  I  ' 
is  not  disagreeable.  ;  : 

In  1871  the  Boston  Traveller  said 
"In  a  work  on  local  causes  of  con-  f- 
sumption  by  Mr.  Bowditch,  published  i?^ 
in  1852,  he  speaks  of  Sharon  as  likely  im  - 
to  be  free  from  lung  diseases.  The  !ta: 
correctness  of  his  opinion  is  now  kc 
shown  by  the  ollicial  records,  from  «;  • 
which  it  appears  that  one  fourth  of  H  . 
all  who  have  died  in  the  town  in  the  vi  j 
last  five  years  were  over  eighty  years  mm 
of  age,  and  more  have  died  of  old  age  iri;o 
than  of  consumption.  (a: 

"In  the  first  four  months  of  this  lioni 
year,  one  half  the  deaths  in  this  town  morei 
were  from  old  age,  and   were  of  per-  ioac} 
sons  over  eighty-seven.     It  should  be  }• 
added  that  Sharon  is  a  growing  towE 
with  twenty  per  cent,   of  its  inhabi- 
tants between  five  and  twenty  years  oi 
age." 

More  than  sixty  years  ago  when  the 
Boston  &  Providence  railroad  was  be- 
ing built,  Major  McNeil,  who  was 
then  the  most  eminent  civil  engineer 
in  this  country,  spent  some  time  in 
Sharon.  He  published  an  article  call 
ing  attention  to  the  remarkable  pure 
air  of  Sharon,  but  at  that  time  the  in~ 
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uence  of  climate  on  health  had  not 
received  attention,  and  the  matter 
wa3  forgotton  until  twenty  years  lat- 
er when  the  late  A.  D.  iiacon,  M.  I).,, 
of  Sharon,  called  the  attention  of  oth- 
er physicians  to  the  subiect. 

Dr.  Jiacon  said,  "I  have  never  seen 
contagious  and  infectious  disease  be- 
come epidemic  here.  I  have  had  cases 
of  small  pox,  diphtheria  and  scarh^t 
fever  in  their  most  virulent  form 
among  my  patients,  under  cicum- 
stances  where  we  should  suppose  they 
would  spoad  feafully  but  those  mo.-jt 
exposed  did  not  take  the  disease." 
He  also  said  "All  diseases  seem  to 
yield  more  readily  to  medical  treat- 
ment here  than  in  any  other  locality 
with  which  I  am  acquainted." 

Careful  tests  made  under  the  direc- 
{tion  of  a  scientific  man  have  shown 
more  ozone  in  the  air  of  Sharon  than 
in  any  other  place  where  tests  have 
been  made  east  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
ains. 

Ozone  exists  here  iii  such  quantities 
3  to  destroy  all  disease  germs  in  the 
atmosphere,  so  no  infectious  or  con- 
agious  disease  has  ever  become  epi- 
emic  here,  and   probably   none  ever 

ill.  The  New  York  Medical  Journal 
ays:    "Air   loaded  with    putrid  or 

iasmatic  exhilations  is  immediatey 
uritied  by  contact  with  ozonized  air, 
nd  again  the  development  of  such 
xhalation  cannot  well  take  place  in 
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the  presence  of  ozon^.  The  action  ol 
ozone  on  such  impure  air  is  extremelj 
powerful.  According  to  Schoebein,  ac 
atmosphere  containing  only  1-32400CC 
of  ozone  is  capable  of  destroying  al 
noxious  matter  contained  in  an  equal 
volume  of  miasmatic  air.  Where  oj 
whenever  there  is  a  deficiency  of  this 
quantity  of  ozone,  there  will  oecui 
zymotic  and  contagious  diseases  ^^suct 
as  typhoid,  scarlatina,  measles,  smaL 
pox,  miasmatic  fevers,  yellow  fever, 
etc.,  as  well  as  all  sorts  of  skin  dis- 
eases. '' 

SHAEON  AS  A  HEALTH  RESORT. 

The  pure  air  of  Sharon  has  alreadj 
been  spoken  of.  ^ 

It  is  anliKe  that  of  any  other  place 
in  the  Eastern  States,  and  is  of  such 
a  beneficial  nature  that  invalids  fee' 
its  beneficial  effects  at  once  and  ] 
earnestly  advise  the  sick  and  convales- 
cent to  give  it  a  trial.  The  best  phy- 
sicians in  Boston  and  other  cities  and 
towns  have  found  the  air  here  bene- 
ficial to  very  young  children  and  send 
the  weaKly  babes  of  their  wealthj 
patrons  to  Sharon  to  board,  and  th( 
Commonwealth  and  the  several  chari 
table  institutions  that  have  the  cat 
of  orphan  babes,  send  many  of  then 
here  to  be  cared  for.  The  majority  oi 
them  live  and  thrive  notwithstandingiili;, 
they  are  fed  from  a  bottle,    and  most 
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f  them  have  inherited  disease's  from 
heir  parents. 

Statistics  will  show  that  the  chances 
era  young  infant  to  survive  are  much 
reater  in  Sharon  than  in   almost  any 
ther  place.    Hero  comes  in  my  theory 
that  milk  from  Sharon  cows  is  healthier 
than  that  from  cows  kept  in  less  fav- 
ored regions.      Those   who  know  how 
sensitive  the  nursing  baby  is  to  any- 
thing eaten   by  the  woman  who  gives 
t  sui^tenance,  will  believe  that  a  cow 
breaihiug  the  ozone  laden  air  of  Shar- 
u  will  give  healthier  milk  than  a  cow 
kept  where  the  air  is  not  so  pure.  For 
ears  some  of  the  best  physicians  in 
New  England  and  New  York  have  sent 
me  some  of  their  chronic  and  convales- 
cent  patients   to     get   boarded,  and 
though   this  branch  of  my  business  is 
of  no  benefit  to  me,  yet  1  take  an  in- 
terest in  it,  and  am  happy  to  aid  peo- 
ple to  get   places   suited  to  their  re- 
quirements and  their  purses.  From  my 
long  and  varied  experience  I  am  often 
able  to  make  valuable  suggestions  on 
he  subject.        Among  those  whom  I 
avo  placed,  a  great  many  have  been 
enefitted,   and  some  have  been  cured 
if   what  seemed  to   be  incurable  dis- 
ease.   I  have  seen  a  young  girl  perma- 
ently  cured  of  a  severe  case  of  Bright's 
isease,    and  in   several,    others  that 
isease  nas  been   arrested.      I  think 
haron  water  is  almost  a  specific  for 
iseases  of  the  kidneys.     A  young  son 
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of  a  prominent  Boston  official  has  left 
Sharon  apparently  entirely  cured'of  the 
worst  case  of  St.  Vitus  dance  that  ever 
came  under  my  notice.  Those  suffering 
from  indigesUon,  insommia'or  impure 
blood,  are  usually  soon  relieved  by  a 
residence  in  Sharon,  There  have  been 
some  wonderful  cures  here  of  rose  cold 
and  hayfever.  For  all  diseases  of  the 
Jungs  and  respiratory  organs  the  air 
of  this  town  seems  to  be  more  helpful 
than  that  of  any  other  place  east  of 
the  Rocky  mountains,  and  taking  ev- 
erything into  consideration,  I  think 
the  patient  is  as  likeiy  to  be  benefitted 
here  as  in  any  place  in  the  west,  south 
oast,  or  north.  We  have  people  now 
living  in  Sharon,  and  enjoying  per- 
fect health  that  came  here  apparently 
in  the  last  stages  of  consumption. 
Those  who  do  not  recover  breathe  eas- 
ier and  suffer  leas  than  they  would  in 
other  places.  I  can  give  the  addresses 
of  doctors  of  all  schools  in  Boston, 
New  York,  Newport,  Fall  Kiver,  New 
Bedford,  and  many  other  places,  who 
have  had  patients  sick  with  most  of  the 
diseases  tha.t  Hesh  is  heir  to,  who  have 
derived  benefit  from  a  residence  here, 
but  reference  to  them  is  hardly  necea- 
sary, since  the  best  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession throughout  the  country  are 
enthusiastic  in  their  praises  of  Sharon 
air.  But  many  times  they  find  it  hard 
to  convince  their  patients  so  simple 
and  easy  a  change  as  a  residence  in 
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Sharon  will  effect  their  cure. 

Said  one  of  Boston's  best  physicians 
not  Jong  ago  "If  1  could  make  my 
wealthy  patients  believe  in  Sharon  as 
I  do  1  could  fill  every  house  in  your 
little  town,  but  they  think  they  ought 
to  go  away  off  somewhere."  Again 
we  aay  to  all  invalids,  give  Sharon  air 
a  trial  It  wont'  cost  you  much,  and 
may  and  probably  will  benefit  you,  as 
it  has  hun  reds  of  others. 

The  Youth's  Companion  of  Jan.  19, 
'89  says  after  speakling  of  the  healthi- 
ness of  Sharon" This  signifies  that  old 
age  has  become  endemic  in  Sharon 
and  that  health  is  contagious  and  per- 
sons who  do  not  appreciate  these  con- 
ditions will  have  to  keep  out  of  the 
town.  Owners  of  fancy  animals  have 
found  that  the  air  of  Sharon  is  as  bene- 
ficial to  beast  as  toman,  and  send  their 
valuable  dogs  and  horses  here  to  board. 
In  1872,  when  almost  every  horse 
throughout  the  land  was  sick  with 
epizootic, our  horses  in  Sharon  escaped 
though  used  every  day,  thus  showing 
that  the  ozone  in  the  air  does  kill 
disease  germs.  In  one  case  at  that 
time  a  horse  driven  into  town  by  a  ped- 
ler  died  of  the  disease,  while  the  ex- 
pressman's horse  in  the  next  stall  did 
not  take  it,  though  no  special  precau- 
tions were  used  to  prevent  it. 
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SHARON  SANITARIUM. 

The  Sharon  Sanitarium,  for  the  treat-  - 
mer-t  of  incipient  pulmonary  troubles,  is 
finely  located,  about  one  mile  west  of  the 
villafje,  on  a  farm  that  I  selected  for  it 
It  is  the  first  sanitarium  of  the  kind  io 
New  England.  It  was  located  in  Sharon 
on  account  of  the  well-known  curative 
eifects  of  Sharon  air  and  the  pure  water 
here.  The  building  was  erected  under  ' 
the  direct  supervision  of  an  eminent 
specialit-it  who  Imd  visited  and  examined 
all  the  best  sacitarhims  in  the  world.  It 
contains  every  convenience  known  to 
medical  science. 

It  was  oiiencd  to  patients  in  February, 
'891,  an(i  in  the  short  time  it  has  been  in 
operation  its  success  has  fully  justified 
the  hopes  of  its  founders.  Although  a 
small  amount  of  weekly  board  is  charged, 
it  is  virtually  a  charitable  institution,  and 
I  commend  it  to  those  who  are  disposed 
to  help  a  worthy  charity.  It  Is  right 
here  in  our  own  town,  and  we  can  all 
see  that  the  money  is  well  spent.  The 
following  form  of  bequest  may  be  used 
in  making  a  will : 

"I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Sharon 
Sanitarium  for  pulmonary  diseases,  in 
Sharon  Massachusetts,  its  successors  and 
assigns,  the  sum  of  dollars." 

The  demands  of  patients  far  exceeds 
the  capacity  of  the  institution,  and  money 
is  needed  to  build  mo«'e  extensive  build- 
ings.   The  sHiblic  are  invited  to  inspect 
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the  institiitiovn,  especially  UMdicai  men 
and  women.  Visitinc;  days  are  Tiiosdays, 
Thursdays  anrl  Saturdays.  Dr.  Vincenl, 
Y-  Bowdltcb,  500  Beacon  strcci,  Bi^^-ton, 
is  Medical  Director.  Mr.  N.  11.  Sione, 
Gl-t  Sear^i  BuidinG;,  Boston,  is  trensurer 
of  the  corporation,  and  all  ij;i!'ts  ()r  money 
may  be  sent  to  him.  Appiicaiions  for 
admissions  should  be  made  to  "Superin- 
tendent of  Sanitarium,  Sharon,  Mass." 

WATER. 

The  town  has  an  abundant  supply  of 
pure  water  taken  from  an  immense  sprini' 
near  the  head  waters  of  the  Neponsct  and 
Taunton  rivers.  The  waters  of  lliis  and 
neighboring  springs  have  loni;-  bc^'ii  cele- 
brated. Tradition  tells  us  that  tlie 
Indians  and  early  settlers  believed  its  use 
would  cure  dyspepsia  and  jaundice  and 
dissolve  gall  and  bladder  stones,  and 
even  in  our  own  day,  imelligent  people 
ascribe  wonderful  cures  of  different  dis- 
eases to  its  use. 

Chemical  analysis,  however,  shows  no 
especial  medicinal  qualities,  but  a  reinark- 
ab>.  absence  of  all  deleterious  qualities, 
and  as  far  as  I  am  able  to  discover,  it  is 
simply  very  pure  water  which  remains 
ever  the  same  summer  nnd  vvinl.or.  An- 
other remarkable  tiling  i\n  xit  it  i,>  that  ir, 
retail's  its  purity  and  frc-^hness  a  loug 
time  if  kept  in  alass.  The  spring  (lows 
al)out  830,000  gallons  a  da\ . From  Us 
great  elevation  there  is  )u)  danger  of  il.s 
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ever  being  contaminated.  The  water  is 
raised  by  steam  power  to  a  stand-pipe,  | 
from  which  it  is  distributed  under  a  suf- 
ficient head  to  enter  the  highest  rooms  in  ' 
the  village  and  to  extinguish  fires,  the 
town  being  supplied  with  three  well- 
equipped  and  well-manned  hose  com- 
panies and  a  hook  and  ladder  company. 

TAXES  AND  TOWN  AFFAIRS. 

Those  who  would  reside  where  the  pub-  t|l 

lie  affairs  are  carefully  managed  and  the   ' ,  " 

public   money   judiciously   spent,    and    '  ^ 

would  dodge  those  towns  and  cities  where  "f,  P 
recklessness  and  extravagance  prevail,  .|, 

will  find  in  Sharon  a  desirable  home.        «^  ^ 

The  voters  of  Sharon  are  liberal  in  ^  o 
making  appropriations  for  all   objects  « 

supported  by  town  taxes,  but  so  carefully  «  ti 

ai:d  judiciously  is  the  money  expended  x  j 

that  the  tax  is  kept  low,  on  a  low  valua-  %  s 

tion.    This  town  was  the  first  one  in  the  a 

State    to    supply    free    text-books    to  ^  b 

scholars.     It  supports  a  high  school  1 

though  not  required  by  law  to  do  so,  and  ' 

the  schools  are  all  kept  forty  weeks  in  a  !■ 

year.  The  schools  are  partly  supported  ' 
bv  the  income  of  an  invested  fund,  which 

was  given  for  that  purpose  many  years  ( 
ago     The  town  debt  is  small  and  being 

rapidly  diminished.     There  is  a   very  ; 

good  Town  Hall,  good  fire  apparatus  well  i 

housed,  and  the  town's  poor  are  well  i 

cared  for  on  a  large  farm.    The  appro-  f 

priations  recommended  by  the  different    ,  ; 
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boards  of  town  ofUcers  are  p^enerally 
voted  without  a  dissenting  voice.  Yet 
witli  all  this  liberality  on  the  part  of  the 
town,  the  tax  rate  averages  only  eleven 
dollars  on  one  thousand  dollars,  and  that, 
as  has  been  said,  on  a  low  valuation. 

There  is  a  reasonable  hope  that  ev^n 
thih  low  tax  rate  will  soon  be  consider- 
ably reduced  The  valuation  of  the  town 
is  a  little  less  than  two  million  dollars. 
Should  a  few  rich  people  gain  a  residence 
here,  as  they  talk  of  doing,  the  valuation 
of  Sharon  would  be  more  than  doubled 
and  the  tax  rate  be  reduced  In  the  same 
proportion. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Sharon 
Advocate  will  serve  to  show  what  manner 
of  a  town  Sharon  is  : 

"This  town  has  neither  the  manufac- 
turing nor  the  wealth  of  most  ofV,he  ad- 
joining towns,  but  in  the  moral  and  social 
standing  of  its  people  and  its  benevolence 
and  public  spirit,  it  will  compare  favora- 
bly with  other  towns.  When  a  law  was 
passed  permitting  towns  to  furuit-h  text- 
boolis  free  to  schools,  it  was  just  lilio 
Sharon  to  be  the  first  town  in  the  State 
to  adopt  the  plan.  It  was  just  like  Shar- 
on to  support  a  High  School,  though  not 
compelled  by  law  to  do  so.  For  thirty 
years  it  has  been  just  like  Sharon  to  vote 
all  the  money  the  school  committee  asked 
for,  and  these  votes  are  generally  passed 
unanimously  In  other  towns  and  cities 
appropriations  are  usually  higgled  over 
and  cut  down.    For  thirty  years  it  has 
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ueen  just  like  Sharon  to  vote  without 
question  almost  every  cent  of  money  that 
has  been  asked  for,  for  every  reasonable 
purpose,  and  it  has  been  just  like  Sharon 
to  spend  that  money  so  judiciously  that 
we  take  ixood  care  of  our  poor,  have  good 
roads  and  low  taxes.  It  is  just  like 
Sharon  to  have  a  line  Town  Hall  at  a 
moderate  cost;  a  good  Public  Library; 
to  have  its  lake  well  stocked  with  fish; 
to  have  the  telephone  and  telegraph,  and 
to  have  railroad  and  mail  accommodations 
unsurpassed  by  any  town  of  its  size 
within  a  like  distance  of  Boston.  More 
than  fifty  years  ago,  a  few  citizens  of 
Sharon  supplied  themselves  with  pure 
water  from  Sharon  Springs,  by  forcing 
it  up  to  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  feet, 
which  was  something  they  had  never 
seen  accomplished,  and  which  wise  men 
told  them  could  never  be  done.  This 
was  just  like  Sharon,  and  unlike  any 
other  town  in  the  vicinity;  and  now 
when  the  old  works  are  inadequate,  it  is 
just  like  Sharon  to  vote  unanimously  a 
liberal  sum  to  supply  the  whole  village 
with  pure  water.  We  might  mention 
many  other  commendable  things  in  which 
Sharon  is  unlike  other  towns,  il  our 
space  would  permit." 

STORES  AND  MARKETS. 

Sharon  being  a  farming  town  with 
milk  farms,  market  gardens,  and  poultry 
yards,  fresh  and  nice  vegetables,  poultry 
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milk  and  e^frs  are  always  to  be  had. 
riiysiciaus  say  that  milk  from  cows  kept 
ill  Sharou  is  healthier  than  that  from 
cows  kept  iu  less  healthy  towns.  The 
stores  and  markets  of  Sharon  supply 
meats,  groceries  and  fruits,  equal  in 
quality  to  the  best  sold  in  Boston,  and 
the  vast  woodlands  of  Sharon  supply  an 
abundance  of  fuel  to  those  who  would 
enjoy  the  heaithy  luxury  of  an  open  wood 
«re. 

SOCIETY. 

Socially,  Sharon  is  like  most  well  or- 
dered New  England  villages,  much  en- 
livened of  late,  however,  by  the  presence 
of  families  and  individuals  of  culture  who 
have  come  from  other  places  to  find 
pleasant,  healthy  homes  here  There  is 
a  prosperous  lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen.  Tl.e  Masons,  Odd 
Fellows  and  Grand  Army  members  meet 
with  lodges  in  Canton  which  is  only  three 
miles  away.  The  Sharon  members  of 
the  Grand  Army  maintain  an  outpost  and 
reading  room.  There  are  several  literary 
clubs  and  societies  which  enliven  the 
winter  evenings  for  those  socially  in- 
clined. Five  churches  furnish  religious 
instruction.  There  is  a  good  Public 
Library,  free  to  all.  The  Town  Hall 
and  two  other  halls  are  used  for  lectures, 
concerts  and  entertainments  and  assem- 
blies and  a  late  train  from  Boston  and 
Providence  every  night,    summer  and 
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winter,  gives  an  opportnniiy  to  attend 
lectures  concerts  and  theatres  in  either 
city.  The  town  always  votes  no  license, 
and  no  rum-shops  or  disreputable  houses 
are  allowed. 

New  comers  to  the  town  are  sure  of  a 
cordial  welcome  from  those  already  here. 
It  is  characteristic  of  Sharon  people  to 
like  to  see  their  neijjhbors  have  a  pleas- 
ant and  enjoyable  time. 

SCENERY,  WALKS  AND  DRIVES. 

The  scenery,  walks  and  drives  of 
Sharon,  are  unsurpassed  and  I  think  un- 
equalled in  any  other  town  in  eastern 
Massachusetts.  They  cannot  be  ade- 
quately described,  but  must  be  seen  to  be 
appreciated.  Usually  where  the  scenery 
is  wild  the  roads  are  poor,  if  not  abso- 
lutely unsafe.  It  is  not  so  here.  The 
roads  are  good  in  all  parts  of  the  town. 
In  the  following  drives  you  are  supposed 
to  start  from  the  post  office  :  "Every  one 
will  wish  to  drive  around  Massapoag 
pond ;  from  the  post  office  and  back  it  is 
six  miles.  Another  drive  you  must  tase 
to  see  Sharon  is  to  Moose  Hill.  The 
nearest  road  is  past  the  depot.  The  large 
new  house  on  your  right  as  you  ascend 
the  first  hill  beyond  the  station,  is  the 
"Ella  Reed  Home,"  built  by  Miss  C.  Bates 
of  Boston,  as  a  home  for  destitute  chil- 
dren. It  is  occupied  by  Miss  Bates  as  a 
residence  for  herself  and  a  limited  num- 
ber of  children.     At  her  decease  she 


(proposes  to  leave  it  in  tlie  care  of  Trinity 
Church  in  Boston,  as  a  cliildren's  home. 
On  the  rii;ht  as  yon  ijo  up  the  next  hill 
is  the  Sharon  Sanitarinni.  Tlie  next 
[house  on  the  riirlit  was  a  short  time  iiixo, 
'occupied  by  two  brothers,  honest  Scot cli- 
men,  and,  althou2;h  own  brotliers,  they 
each  were  named  "John  Smitli."  To 
return  from  the  hill  by  easier  irrades 
come  down  Moose  Hid  street  to  Main 
street.  From  the  summit  of  this  hill  may 
be  seen  the  residences  of  one-quarter  of 
all  the  inhabitants  of  Massacliusetts. 
The  following  interestinc:  sketch  of  what 
may  be  seen  from  Moose  Hill,  was  pre- 
pared for  me  by  E  G.  Chamberlain,  Esq  , 
of  Auburndale,  Mass.,  who  iy  a  member 
of  the  Appalachian  Club  : 

"Moose  Hill  is  530  feet  above  sea  level. 
The  tower  affords  an  additional  elevation 
of  twenty  ieet.  The  tower  is  square, 
the  sides  facinjr  precisely  to  the  four 
cardinal  points.  Let  us  take  the  views 
in  order  from  left  to  rifjfht.  All  eleva- 
tions are  reckoned  from  the  sea  level  and 
all  beariciis  from  the  tr.ue  meridian 

Due  north  is  West  Dedham  Unitarian 
Church,  six  miles  distant,  quite  conspic- 
uous on  a  hill.  A  little  to  the  right  is 
Arlington  Heiirhts,  twenty  miles,  and 
under  it  the  Theological  Seminary,  on 
Institution  Hill  in  Newton.  More  to  the 
right  is  Norwood  village,  five  miles,  and 
Dedham  with  its  courthouse  dome,  nine 
miles.  About  N.  N.  E.  is  Boston,  the 
State  House  dome  bearing  JN.  25  degrees 
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27  E.  eij?hteen  miles.  Just  at  its  left  is 
the  white  tower  of  Roxbnry  standpipe, 
and  between  and  beyond  thein  is  Bunker 
Hill  Monument.  A  trifle  to  the  right  is 
the  large  village  of  Flyde  Park,  ten  miles. 
N.  E.  is  the  Blue  Hill  range.  Great  Blue 
at  the  left  being  eight  miles  distant  and 
635  feet  high.  A  little  left  of  it  we  may 
get  a  glimpse  of  tide  water  near  Wiu- 
throp,  while  nearer  we  look  down  on  the 
meadows  of  the  Neponset  river.  Next 
to  Great  Blue  is  Hancock  Hill,  then  Hill- 
side Street  Gap,  Bugbee  Hill,  and  the 
peak  of  Chickataubut,  518  feet  high, 
under  whose  left  flank  is  Bear  Hill,  hardly 
separable.  In  line  with  Chickataubut  is 
Canton  Corner  (Jhurch,  five  and  one-half 
miles.  A  little  to  the  right  is  Canton 
village,  four  miles,  and  nearly  over  its 
left-hand  steeple  is  Strawberry  Hill, 
twenty-one  miles,  crowned  by  a  stand- 
pipe.  To  the  left  of  this  and  nearer,  is 
the  tower  on  Penn's  Hill  (in  Braintree?). 
To  the  right  of  the  right-hand  of  Canton 
steeple  is  the  triple-towered  Atlantic 
House  at  Nantasket,  twenty-one  miles. 
Between  Strawberry  Hill  and  Atlantic 
House  may  be  seen  Massachusetts  bay, 
the  sea  horizon  line  being  thirty  and  one- 
half  miles  distant.  A  little  to  the  right, 
nine  miles  off,  are  the  three  tall  sjnres  of 
Randolph,  about  three  degrees  apart,  the 
left  hand  one  bearing  E.  N.  E.  Due  E. 
is  Sharon,  two  miles,  and  over  it  the 
large  village  of  StouL'hton,  six  miles. 
Considerable  to  the  right,  ten  miles  off", 
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is  Brockton.  Just  ri<jjlit  of  its  tallest 
spiro  is  tlic  Standisli  Monninont  on  Cap- 
tain's Iliil,  in  Dnxbury,  t\vonty-eii;lit  and 
ono-lialf  miles.  The  large  pond,  two 
miles  S.  E.,  is  Mussapoap;.  Nearly  over 
its  left  end  is  East  Bridgewater,  lifteen 
miles,  and  over  its  right  end  Middlel)oro, 
twnty  two  miles.  Due  S.  (S.  O''  20  W.) 
is  Great  Meadow  Hill  in  Rehoboth. 
seventeen  miles,  crowned  by  a  group  of 
trees.  Nearly  under  its  right  base  is 
Manslleld,  seven  miles.  About  S.  S.  W. 
are  the  two  spires  of  Foxboro,  four  and 
one-half 

Half  way  between  Great  Meadow  and 
Foxl)oro,  appears  a  v(!ry  small  sharp 
pe:ik,  Oak  Mill  in  Attleboro,  fifteen  miles, 
and  nearer,  at  its  right,  the  village  of 
East  Attleboro.  Turning  nearly  to  W. 
S.  W.,  we  see,  three  miles  off.  South 
Walpole,  with  its  short  while  steeple. 
Nearly  over  its  left  is  the  sumnnt  of 
Woonsocket  Hill,  in  Rhode  Island,  twen- 
ty miles.  To  the  right  of  W.  S.  W.  is 
the  tall  cupola  of  Dean  Academy  in 
Franklin,  with  steeples  at  its  right. 

Turning  nearly  to  W.  N.  W.  we  see 
the  low-pointed  ridge,  Asnybumskit  Hill, 
in  Paxter,  1,407  feet,  thirty-seven  miles, 
and  more  toward  N.  W.,  the  very  con- 
spicuous Wachuset  Mountain  in  Prince- 
town,  ot  the  same  range,  2,018  feet, 
forty-three  miles,  is  seen  over  Walpole 
village,  two  and  one-half  miles  off.  Mid- 
way between  Asnybumskit  and  \Vachu.-.et 
is  seen  Rice  Hill  in  Rutland,  forty-one 
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miles,  a  little  left  of  which  are  three 
steeples,  nearly  iu  liae,  and  one  above 
the  other,  viz :  Hopltinton,  seventeen 
miles,  Shrewsbury,  twenty-eight  miles, 
anfl  Rutland,  forty-two  miles.  Some- 
what to  the  right  of  Wachuset,  is  the 
low  ridge  of  Mouoosnooli  Hill  in  Leom- 
inster, forty-one  miles,  seen  over  Med- 
field  village,  six  and  one-half  miles  off. 
Still  to  the  right  Grand  Monadiiock 
Mountain  in  Jatfrey,  N.  H.,  sixty-eight 
miles,  3,170  feet  high,  a  sharp  peak  fall- 
ing off  very  gradually  to  the  right.  Be- 
tween Monoosnooli  and  Monadnock,  just 
N.  W.,  is  Sherborn  Church,  eleven  miles. 
Against  the  right  flank  of  Monadnock  is 
the  nob  of  VVatatick  Mountain,  in  Ash- 
burnham.  Mass  ,  1,847  feet,  fifty-two 
miles,  a  peak  of  the  Wachusett  range. 
Th\s  range  we  follow  to  tne  right  of  N. 
H.  l)y  M;.  Kidder  in  New  Ipswich,  Spof- 
ford  and  Temple  Mountains  in  Temple, 
and  the  noticeable  twin  summits  of  Pack 
Monadnock,  near  Peterboro  The  latter 
are  about  2,280  feet  high  and  sixty-two  - 
miles  distHut  Between  VVatatick  and 
Kidder,  the  near  round  hill,  nineteen 
niiles  off,  is  Nobcott,  in  Framingham,  602 
feet. 

To  the  riaht  of  Pack  Monadnock,  eight 
miles  off,  is  a  group  of  hills  iu  Dover, 
through  a  gap  iu  which  we  get  a  glimpse 
of  Lyiideboro  Pinnacle,  sixty-two  miles 
off.  Turning  far  towards  the  north  we. 
Nce  Prost)ect  Hill  in  Waltham,  eighteen 
mile^,  with  Little  Prospect  on  its  left 


llnuk.  anil  further  left  the  village  of  Lin- 
coln, twenty-one  miles.  I  have  identilled 
some  prominent  bnildinjis  in  about  fifty 
villa^jjes,  some  of  them  requirini?  the  tele- 
scope. Many  other  villages  have  been 
observed  but  not  yet  fully  identified.  The 
spire  at  the  rij?ht  of  Foxboro  may  be 
proved  to  be  in  Pawtucket,  R.  I.  The 
calculated  bearinji  of  Brown  University, 
at  Providence,  twenty-two  and  one-half 
miles,  places  it  midway  between  the  Fox- 
boro steeples,  but  I  have  never  been  fav- 
ored with  a  view  of  it.  It  is  probably 
not  visible." 

The  air  on  the  hill  is  very  invio;oratin^, 
and  persons  with  weak  lun^is  enjoy  it 
much.  Invalids,  by  carry ini;  a  lunch  and 
spending  some  hours  on  the  hill,  are  often 
benefited.  I  regret  that  there  is  no 
boarding  place  there.  Perhaps  some 
time  there  will  be  a  sanitarium  or  hotel 
on  the  hill.    It  would  be  well  patronized. 

On  your  return,  on  Moose  Hill  street, 
you  will  pass  the  barn  of  Henry  L.  de 
Bussigny,  where  are  kept  in  summer, 
some  of  the  finest  saddle  horses  in  the 
country.  His  stable  is  worthy  of  a  visit 
from  all  lovers  of  fine  bred  horses. 

For  a  short  drive  take  Main  street, 
west,  turn  the  first  left  through  "Gun- 
house  Lane,"  then  next  left  home.  In 
Gunhouse  Lane  formerly  stood  the  gun- 
house  in  which  was  stored  the  cannon  to 
pro  ect  the  inhabitants  from  their  ene- 
mies. Elm  Lawn,  near  the  corner  of  the 
lane, was  formerly  the  Randall  homestead 
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and  here  died,  not  many  years  ajyco,  "Bos- 
ton Randall,"  a  very  aged  negro,  and 
probably  the  last  slave  owned  in  Massa- 
chusetts. He  was  brought  from  Africa, 
and  kept  as  a  body  servant  until  he  finally 
became  a  family  pet.  He  refused  his 
freedom  and  was  kindly  cared  for  by  the 
family  while  he  lived.  He  was  buried, 
as  was  his  master's  family,  in  the  Ohest- 
nut  Tree  Cemetery 

Another  short  clrive  is  past  the  Sharon 
Sanitarium  to  the  town  farm. 

For  a  romatic  drive  take  Main  street, 
and  Walpole  street  to  B.  F.  Roades' 
house,  turn  sharp  to  the  left  and  follow 
County  street  until  it  comes  to  Main  strtiet 
near  Paradise  Cranberry  meadow.  Coun- 
ty street  is  full  of  sharp  pitches  and  not 
much  travelled,  but  it  is  decidedly  wild 
and  has  a  history.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
roads  in  Massachusetts,  having  been 
called  "the  path  to  Bristol  "  It  was  over 
this  road  that  Madame  Knight  rode  on 
the  first  night  of  her  famous  journey  to 
New  York,  and  the  "Way man's  Ordi- 
nary," where  she  spent  the  first  night,  on 
Oct.  2,  1704,  stood  near  where  the  cran- 
berry storehouse  now  stands.  Here 
Ebenezer  Billings  is  supposed  to  have 
built  his  tavern  about  1668,  many  years 
before  there  was  a  white  person  ia  what 
is  now  Cauton. 

For  a  variety  of  ferns  drive  through 
the  Pigeon  Swamp  road.  Maiden  hair 
ferns  grow  here.  You  will  have  a  ro- 
mantic drive  to  go  past  Leonard's  mill. 
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turninj;  sharp  to  the  left  at  the  cemetery, 
and  taUinir  the  first  rij>:ht  and  then  the 
next  riiiht  Near  the  house  ot  W.  II. 
Agry,  on  this  road,  you  uet  a  splendid 
view  and  an  assortment  of  ferns. 

Drive  to  Wolomolopoag  pond  and  turn 
to  the  left  and  the  next  Jeft  home.  If 
you  care  for  places  of  historic  interest, 
when  on  this  drive  take  the  ri.i>ht  at  Mrs. 
T.  E.  Clark's  and  iro  to  Clapp's  sawmill. 
Here  was  the  foundry  where  under  Gen. 
Gridley,  was  cast  the  first  cannon  ever 
made  in  the  country. 

Not  far  from  Mrs.  Clark's,  King  Philip 
and  his  warriors  camped  the  night  they 
burned  Medfield,  in  1G76.  They  passed 
tlie  "Waymen's  Ordinary"  just  at  dusk, 
but  spared  it  because  one  of  the  chief's 
said,  "Billings  Is  Indians'  friend." 

It  is  six  miles  to  Foxboro,  and  six  to 
South  Walpole  On  the  South  VValpole 
road  Mr.  Lyman  Plympton  has  a  cultivat- 
ed cranberry  bog  and  a  cultivated  wliite 
pine  grove,  both  equal,  if  not  superior  to 
any  others  in  the  si  ate.  To  Walpole  it  is 
five  miles,  six  to  Norwood,  three  to  Can- 
ton. At  Canton,  go  and  see  the  large 
solid  stone  viaduct,  by  which  the  railroad 
crosses  ihe  highway  and  Neponset  river. 
It  used  to  be  considered  one  of  the  won- 
ders of  the  age.  To  Dedham  it  is  ten 
miles. 

To  Stoughton  it  is  six  miles  and  to 
North  Easton  it  is  seven.  At  the  latter, 
the  Unitarian  Church,  and  other  public 
buildings  and  the  magnificent  grounds  of 
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the  late  F.  L.  Ames,  which  are  open  to 
the  public,  are  worthy  of  a  visit.  To 
Easton  Furuace,  seven  miles,  is  a  pleas- 
ant drive.  To  EastFoxl>oro  is  six  miles. 
Much  of  the  way  this  road  runs  beside 
the  railroad  track. 

Lovers  of  wild  flowers  and  ferns  will 
tind  a  great  variety  here  Those  who  de- 
light to  see  farming  operations  will  be 
interested  in  the  market  gardens  and 
greenhouses  on  Sharon  .tlain,  and  the 
cranberry  meadows  further  west.  The 
woods  and  ponds  of  Sharon  furnish  ga!ue 
/or  the  hunter,  and  the  numerous  ponds 
and  brooks  furnish  fish  for  the  angler, 
the  ponds  also  furnish  ample  opportuni- 
ties for  boating  and  bathing.  Besides 
numerous  mill  ponds  in  Sharon,  there 
are  two  beautiful  sheets  of  water  called 
Wolomolopoag  and  Massapoag.  Though 
only  a  mile  apart  they  are  at  the  head  of 
ditfereut  rivers ;  one  flows  to  the  west 
and  the  other  to  the  east.  Massapoag 
contains  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
water  and  is  three  hundred  feet  above 
sea  level.  There  is  a  drive  completely 
around  it.  Formerly  the  water  flowed  * 
from  this  pond  into  both  the  Taunton  and 
the  Neponset  rivers.  The  early  settlers 
used  to  liken  it  to  a  leaky  barrel,  from 
which  the  water  flowed  in  all  directions. 

Being  at  the  summit  of  both  rivers,  it  . 
was  the  boundary  between  the  lands  of 
the  Narraganset  and  Massachusetts  In- 
dians, while  Wolomolopoag  flowed  into 
the  Taunton  and  belonged  exclusively  to 
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Kin«?  Philip's  tribe.  The  name  Woloinolo- 
poai?  is  IndiaD,  and  sij^nilies  pU;a.sant 
water  or  sweet  water  and  it  was  most 
truthfully  named,  being  a  beautiful  sheet 
of  water. 

FARMS  AND  LAND  FOR  SALE. 

There  are  several  farms  within  from 
ten  to  thirty  minutes'  drive  of  tlie  two 
depots  in  Sharon,  that  can  be  bouiiht  very 
low  and  some  of  them  on  easy  terms. 
A  man  who  is  willing  to  work  can  make 
a  good  living  on  one  of  these  farms  and 
is  sure  to  get  a  rise  on  his  land.  There 
is  not  nor  never  has  been  a  boom  in  Shar- 
on real  estate,  neither  has  it  ever  been 
depressed,  but  since  the  introduction  of 
water  in  1885,  there  has  been  considera- 
ble growth  in  the  village  and  a  marked 
rise  in  the  value  of  eligible  house  lots. 
In  ten  years  land  values  in  the  best  local 
ities  have  doubled  twice  and  I  think  this 
growth  and  rise  in  values  is  likely  to 
continue  as  land  is  still  cheap  here  com- 
pared to  what  it  sells  for  in  less  favored 
localities.  Good  house  lots  within  ten 
minutes' walk  of  the  station,  churches, 
stores  and  post-office,  sell  at  from*  |)400 
to  $5,000  an  acre,  or  from  1  to  10  cents  a 
foot,  according  to  locution  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  land  In  large  (luantities 
and  in  some  localities  a  reduci  ioii  is  made 
from  these  prices.  Most  people  buy  lots 
of  from  one-quarter  to  one- half  an  acre. 
This  gives  ample  room  for  a  garden  and 
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poultry  yard.    Near  the  railroad  on  the  t 

west  side  of  the  track  are  some  large  h 

tracks  of  unimproved  lands  and  wood-  'b' 

lands  that  can  be  bought  cheap,  and  are  'sl 

worth  the  attention  of  capitalists  and  'al 

builders  as  they  can  be  cut  up  at  a  profit,  ai 

Northwest  of  Sharon  Station  and  only  y 

five  minutes'  walk  from  it  Is  a  track  of  S 

land  (Hillside  Terrace)  that  has  been  A 
opened  up  by  a  Boston  gentleman.  These 

lots  have  a  south<^rn  slope,  a  fine  view  S 

perfect  drainage,  and  will  be  sold  only  to  oi 

desirable  parties.  k 

h 

HOUSES  FOR  SALE  AND  TO  LET. 

There  are  houses  for  sale  in  and  near  I 

the  village  with  from  10,000  feet  to  23  ' 

acres  of  land  and  at  prices  from  ^700  to  pi 

$10,000.    Some  of  these  have  all  modern  ai 

conveniences  and  nearly  all  of  them  are  T 

supplied    with    Sharon    spring    water.  b 

There  are  usually  furnished  houses  to  let,  in 

some  with  amble  grounds  and  stables,  k( 

and  a  few  unfurnished  ones,  but  it  is  Ik 

only  fair  to  say  that  the  supply  of  places  w 

to  let  is  usually  far  short  of  the  demand  :  p 
and  rents  in  Sharon  are  n  it  so  low  as  in 

some  other  localities.    It  is  well  there-  oi 

fore,  if  you  wish  to  hire  a  house,  to  in-  hj 

quire  early  in  the  season.    This  book  is  c( 

not  intended  as  a  catalogue  of  the  prop-  ai 

erty  that  is  for  sale  or  to  let  in  Sharon,  bt 

and  because  you  don't  see  advertised  in  it  lii 

such  a  place  as  you  wish,  it  doesn't  fol-  of 

low  that  there  is  no  such  place  here.  j  ]a 
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Before  you  locate  anywhere,  write  me 
and  carefnlly  describe  what  you  wish,  or 
better  still,  come  and  see  me  and  let  me 
show  you  the  town.  You  will  lind  it  is 
all  and  more  than  this  book  claims  it  is, 
and  perhaps  you  will  And  here  just  what 
you  wish.  You  will  find  my  carria<je  at 
Sharon  Station  on  the  arrival  of  the  10.18 
A.  M.  and  first  P.  M  train  from  Boston 
every  pleasant  day  except  Saturdays  and 
Sundays.  If  you  wish  to  come  by  any 
other  train,  please  notify  me  by  telegraph, 
telephone  or  letter.  You  can  at  all  times 
telephone  directly  to  my  house, 

BUSINESS  CHANCES. 

There  are  frequent  inquiries  from  peo- 
ple who  would  like  to  reside  in  Sharon, 
and  wish  some  remunerative  business. 
There  are  calls  for  men  skilled  in  the 
buildin>^  trades  and  someone  to  sell  build- 
ini?  material.  Boarding  house  and  hotel 
keepers  can  always  find  a  good  opening 
here,  as  the  calls  for  accommodations  al- 
ways far  exceed  the  supply.  I  have  a 
good  hotel  to  sell  or  let.  There  is  an  ur- 
gent call  for  a  llrst-class  hygienic  hotel 
or  sanitarium  in  Sharon,  such  as  they 
have  in  California,  where  the  tired  and 
convalescent  and  weary  can  go  for  rest 
and  recuperation.  One  such  house  might 
be  made  very  profitable.  There  is  an  un- 
limited number  of  people  who  are  out 
of  health  and  are  able  and  willing  to  pay 
large  prices  \f  they  could  find  accommo- 
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dations  in  a  well  condncted  sanitarium, 
where  they  could  have  Sharon  air  and 
water.  There  is  a  fine  opening  for  a 
capitalist  or  a  builder  to  erect  houses 
here  to  sell  or  to  let. 

Poultry  and  milk  farming  and  market 
gardening  is  unusually  profitable  in  Shar- 
on, as  our  numerous  cottagers  furnish  a 
market  at  the  highest  retail  prices,  and 
the  manufacturing  towns  and  cities  in 
the  vicinity  take  all  the  surplus  at  remun- 
erative prices.  I  have  farms  for  sale  of 
all  sizes  up  to  300  acres  and  all  prices  up 
to  $15,000.  I  have  two  or  three  extra 
nice  horse  and  stock  farms  to  sell  to 
monied  men. 


Massapoag  Ice... 

Orders  filled  promptly  by  careful 
and  experienced  drivers. 

Also  Depot  Carriages  to  and 
from  all  trains. 

Barges  and  party  carriages  for 
excursions. 


Ghas*  Brymer, 

TOLHAN  ST.,  SHARON. 
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Thia  Hotel  is  situated  on  the  shore 
of  beautiful  Lake  Massapoag. 

First-class  table,  Sharon  spring 
water,  well  furnished  rooms,  good 
beds,  steam  heat,  sanitary  plumbing, 
ample  stable  accommodations.  Good 
drives,  fishing  and  boating,  fine  roads 
for  wheeling.    Golf  links  near. 

Extensive  pine  groves,  broad  piaz- 
zas, nice  lawn  tennis  court.  Hourly 
trains  from  Boston,  Providence,  New 
Bedford  and  Fall  River.  Five  min- 
utes' walk  to  Sharon  Heights  station, 
ten  minutes  drive  to  Sharon  station 
for  express  trains. 

Telephone  in  house. 

Terms  :  $2.00  a  day  and  up  ;  Per- 
manent, $10  to  $20  a  week.  Open 
all  the  year. 


.  SUMNER  L.  MAYHEW, 


Proprietor. 


(Formerly  of  the  Glendale.) 


Mrs.  A.  B.  Elliott 

Occupies  a  large  store  in 

MORSE    BLOCK,  SHARON, 

Opposite  the  Town  Hall,  and 
has  constantly  on  hand  all 
the  latest  novelties  in 

 •  • 

.MILLINERY. 


DRY  and  ^  ^  ^ 
FANCY  GOODS, 

MEN'S  FURNISHINGS, 
BOOTS,  SHOES,  &c. 

...AT... 

NEW  YORK  AND  BOSTON  PRICES. 


II,  fl,  TflMBLYN, 

CarflenleranOnMer 

Shop,  Yard  and  Residence  on 

Woodland  St.,  off  Pond  St., 

Sharon,  Mass. 
One-third  of  a  mile  from  the  Post-office. 


PARTICULAR  attention  is  called  to 
the  varied  assortment  of  Lumber, 
Builders'   Hardware,   Etc.,  con- 
stantly kept  in  stock,  both  for  the  adver- 
tiser's own  use  and  for  sale  at  reasonable 
^  prices.    Orders  taken  for  buildng  mate- 
rial not  in  stock,  or  where  economy  makes 
'  (Special  shipment  advisable. 

Sketches  drawn  and  estimates  given 
free  of  charge  where  there  is  a  prospect 
Of  business. 
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mrs.  maru  L.  BrooRs, 

South  Main  St.,  cor.  Station  St., 

Home-Made  Bread 

 Sponge  Cake. 

Fresh  Baked  Every  Day. 

Orders  taken  for  all  kinds  of  food 
including 

ANGEL  CAKE, 

FRUIT  CAKE, 

GINGERBREAD, 

DOUGHNUTS, 

CHARLOTTE  RUSSE, 

PIES,  ETC. 

MILK  AND  CREAM, 

l!^"Send  for  Price  List. 
i^Telephone  orders  to  W.B.  Wickes. 
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SHARON 

'  HAND  LAUNDRY, 

Pond  Street. 


Goods  called  for  and  delivered.  Send 
a  postal  to 

MRS.  JOSEPHINE  M.  ANDERSON, 

or  leave  goods  at  Pettee  &  Colburn's  store, 
or  Downey's  barber  shop. 


W.  p.  MALLEY, 

Blacksmith. 

Horse  Shoeing,  Carriage  Work  and 
all  kinds  of  Jobbing. 

Having  an  experienced  wood  worker,  I  am 
pi-epaied  to  do  all  kinds  of  Repairing  neatly 
and  quickly. 

All  work  done  under  the  personal  supervision 
of  the  proprietor. 

Building  of  Ladder  Trucks  and  Firemen's 
Supply  Wagons  a  specialty. 

Best  of  references. 


Shop  Cottage  St.,  .  .  SHARON. 
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GOAL  wee^B! 


COAL  of  all  Sizes 

Hard  and  Soft 


Wood  cut  and  split  to  any  size 
desired.  Fireplace  wood  a  spe- 
cialty. All  orders  filled  promptly. 

J.  O'LBARY, 

Box  10.       .       .       .      Sharon,  Mass. 


"JhFrichard  hixson 

C.  A.  HIXSON,   -  Proprietor. 

No.  Main  Street,  Sharon,  Mass. 


This  farm  makes  a  specialty  of  supply- 
ing its  patrons  with  the  best  of  Pure  Milk 
from  their  herd  of  pure-bred  Holstein- 
Friesian  Cows  which  are  carefully  kept 
and  well  fed  and  guaranteed  to  be  in  per- 
fect health. 

Orders  left  at  the  above  address  will  re- 
ceive careful  attentic  n. 


MOUSE  =  LOTS. 


(G)  SDMNER  and  DUNBAR  ESTATE  6^ 

 _  


has  been  plotted  into  house  lots, 
and  is  now  for  the  first  time  of- 
fered to  the  public. 

The  lots  are  on  and  near  Pond 
Street,  and  within  three  minutes 
walk  of  Lake  Massapoag,  which 
they  overlook. 

Sharon  water  pipes  affording 
an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water 
are  laid  in  the  street. 


DRAL  TERMS 


made  with  those  who  desire  to 
build,  on  application  to 


W.  B.  WICKES, 

Sharon. 

L.  W.  SUMNER. 

21  Oliver  St,,  Boston. 
J.  G.  GERALD. 
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LOWE  &  SMITHES 

purnllure  Wpreroonis 

Opposite  Sharon  Town  Hall. 

Here  you  will  find  every  article 
needed  to  furnish  a  large  hotel,  a 
gentleman's  residence  or  a  laborer's 
cottage,  including 

Furi)ibure,  Sl^ade^,  Screei)?,  UpI)ol^bery, 

Crockery,  Glass  Ware  arjd  Laiijps. 

Get  estimates  of  us  before  pur- 
chasing. All  kinds  of  Repairing 
and  Upholstery  done  neatly  and 
quickly.  Goods  called  for  and  de- 
livered promptly. 

.  .  .  AS  .  .  . 

UNDERTAKERS  and 
FUNERAL  ^  DIRECTORS, 

we  are  prepared  to  furnish  everything 
needed  for  the  burial  of  the  dead. 
Careful  attention  given  each  case. 
Telephone  orders  can  be  sent  to  W.  B. 
WicKES,  Sharon. 
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ILLSIDE 


ERRACE. 


Land  on  this  beautiful  site 
is  now  for  the  first  time 
offered  for  sale  ;  it  is  only  j^^. 
five  minutes  walk  from  sta- 
tion,  is  very  elevated,  com- 
mands a  fine  view,  has  pure 
air  and  perfect  drainage. 

The  lots  are  large,  giving 
ample  room  for  flower  and 
vegetable  gardens.  There 
are  pine  trees  on  the  land 
and  pine  groves  near. 

These  lots  are  the  best 
that  are  offered  in  Sharon, 
and  will  be  sold  on  easy 
terms  to  desirable  parties, 
and  money  advanced  to 
build  with  if  desired. 

For  plans  and  other  information,  apply  to 


W.  B.  WICKE5,  ^Kal-oK,  Ma55. 
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PETTEE  &  COLBURN, 

Successors  to  D.  W.  PETTEE. 


New  Firm  !         New  Store ! 

New  Goods  !    Low  Prices  ! 


Provisions  and  Fruit, 

Fresh  Fish  in  variety, 

Groceries  and  Hardware, 

Dry  Goods,  Boots,  Shoes 
and  Rubbers. 

Mrs.  Brooks' 
Home-made  Bread, 

Building  Materials,  Tin  Ware, 

Wooden  Ware,  Patent  Medicines, 

and  the  usual  variety  of  a  Gener- 
al Store.  Special  Prices  for 
Goods  in  quantity.     Agents  for 

COLUMBIA  and  HARTFORD 


BICYCLES. 


KINDLING* 

WOOD 

Sa^e(d  ar)(l 

...Split... 

Edgings  aiid  Jljpiis 


For  Sale  at 


Stan  Box  Factory. 

P.  O.  BOX  265. 

Wood  Delivered  Free  in  Shar- 
on and  Canton* 
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MassapoaBURe  Hotel 

SHARON,  MASS. 

A.  PARK  BOYCE  &  CO.,  PROPRIETORS. 


Open  from  May  to  Oct. 

Telephone  connection. 


The  hotel  grounds  comprise  pine, 
hemlock  and  chestnut  groves,  and  open 
lands  of  nearly  loo  acres,  stretching  along 
the  borders  of  one  of  the  largest  (four 
miles  in  circumference)  and  finest  lakes  in 
Massachusetts. 

The  hotel  has  electric  bells,telephone, 
gas,  steam  heat,  a  good  laundry  and  new 
iron  fire  escapes.  Spring  water  of  un- 
surpassed purity.  We  raise  our  own  veg- 
etables. Fresh  milk  received  twice  a  day 
from  an  adjacent  dairy.  Good  Boarding 
and  Livery  Stables.  Fine  roads  for  driv- 
ing. Lawn  Tennis  Courts,  Croquet,  Bil- 
liards, Pool,  Boating,  Bathing,  Bowling, 
Hunting  and  Fishing. 


45 

Chestnut  St.,  Sharon'. 


Fine  Groceries, 

Meats,  Vegetables, 

Poultry, 

Foreign  and  Domestic  Fruits 

in  their  season. 

Garden  Tools, 

Seeds  and  Fertilizers, 

Hay  and  Grain. 

Famous  Home-piaiie  Mi 

And  every  article  usually  kept  in 
a  first-class  country  store. 

Permanent  residents,  cottagers  and  sum- 
mer residents  supplied  with  goods 
equal  in  quality  to  any 
kept  in  the  city. 

(A  member  of  the  firm  will  call  for  orders 
and  goods  will  be  delivered 
promptly.) 
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To  Let  

On  Pond  St.,  Sharon, 

A  riNE  MODERN  HOUSE 

of  1 6  rooms  and  bath,  stable  and 
an  acre  of  land.    Plenty  of 
fruit.    Inquire  of 
owner, 

CODMAN  &  SHURTLIFF, 

13  Tremont  St.,  Boston, 
or  the  agent, 

W.  B.  WICKES,  Sharon. 

SUMMER  BOARD 


RESCENT  RIDGE  FARM. 


(Sesci 


BAY  ST.,  EAST  SHARON. 

(An  old  Stage  Tavern  remodelled.) 

Unexcelled  as  a  place  of  rest  and  recupera- 
tion. High  ground,  pure  air,  excellent  water, 
shade  and  pleasant  drives.  A  pleasant  place 
for  parties  wishing  to  come  early  or  remain  late 
in  the  season.  Address 

H.  F.  n  AX  WELL, 

East  Sharon,  Mass. 
P.  O.  Address,  Canton,  Mass. 


H.  D.  EARLE, 

J^ouse ,  painter* 

House  Painting,  Inside  Dec- 
orating and  Paper  Hanging. 

Call  for  estimates. 

All  Work  Guaranteed. 

Residence,  CHESTNUT  ST.  SHARON,  MASS. 
Telephone  orders  to  W.  B.  Wickes. 

.  .  Elevated  site,  new  house, 
^^p[^      nice  and  fresh  furnishings, 

spacious  rooms,  furnace, 
^f^Elp^     and  open  fires.  Limited 

number  of  guests. 

Mi??  Ellep  J.  H  Grace, 

Proprietor  and  flanager. 
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^AS.  K.  CHRISTOPHER 

 Dealer  in  

-5toVc-s,     i^ah^^s,      Fui-Kaccs,  &t\<\ 

Plumbing  in  all  its  branches. 
Roofing,  Tin  and  other  Sheet  Metal 
Work. 

Jobbing  promptly  attended  to. 
All  work  warranted. 

Nichols  Building,  South  Main  Street,  Sharon, 


LONG  DISTANCE 
— and— 
LOCAL  TELEPHONE. 

For  the  public  benefit  I  have  estab- 
lished a  telephone  with  a  sound  proof 
booth  at  my  residence,  from  which  com- 
munication can  be  had  at  all  times  with 
any  telephone  in  the  country. 

W.  B.  WICKES, 

Pond  St.,  Sharon. 


! 
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Oak  Grove  Creamery  Co. 

445  Boylston  Street. 

gts.   CREAMS.  QtH 

•^ViUiilla,  50  *Piue:ipi)le,  50 

^Strawberry,       50  *Lemou,  50 

nniocolate,         50  *Coffee,  50 

I'istachio,  50  *Burnt  Almond,  50 

Hanaiia,  50  *Peach,  50 

^Macaroon,  75  *  Brown  Brend,  75 

Sweet  Potato,       75  Cocoanut,  75 

Vienna,  75  Victoria,  75 

'J'om-Toni,  75  Cardinal  Punch,  75 

Orange  Bom,       75  Maroon  Glace,  75 

Sponge  Pudding,  75  Maraschine,  '  75 

Ila/el  Nut,  75  Caramel,  75 

Congi-e(»HPudding,75  Neapolitan  Almond,  75 

Orange  Frappe,  per  gallon,  $2.00 
Lemon  Frappe,    "       *'  2.00 
Coffee  Frappe,     "      "  2.00 
Neapolitan  Macaroni,  per  quart,  75 
SHERBETS. 
*Orange,      50      ^Pineapple,  50       *Currant,  50 
*Lemon,       50      *Raflpberry,  50       *Cherry,  75 
*Cardinal,     50      *Banana,  50 

Fancy  Creams  and  Moulds  to  Order. 

Doz.  Qta. 

Biscuit  Glace,       .      .      .      .      .     $2.50  $1.00 

Filled  Oranges,  2.50 

Filled  Lemons,  2.50 

Kennel,  ....        1 1-2  qts.  3.00 

Melon  Slice,         ....        11-2  qts.  2.00 
All  kinds  of  Fancy  Fruit  Ices. 

Special  rates  to  partiew  buying  in  large  quantities. 

Iced  creams  and  Ice.s  marked  *  delivered  at  once; 
all  others  lequire  half  a  day's  notice.  Ice  Cream 
tielivered  in  all  parts  of  Boston  and  suburbs  every 
day  in  the  week.  All  orders  by  mail,  telephone  or 
messenger  will  receive  prompt'attention. 

P.  O-  Address,  Oak  Grove  Creamery  Co.,  445 
Boylston  St.,  Boston.  Orders  can  be  left  at  445 
Boylston  St..  or  at  our  Cambridge  branches,  434 
Harvard  St.  and  496  Main  St.,  Cambridge;  or  W. 
B.  VVickes,  Sharon. 
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Hennj  G.  Mahonei], 


Harness  Repairing. 
Upholstering  of  all  kinds. 

Corner  of  Cottage  and  Tolman  Sts., 
Sharon,  Mass. 


Qreeol^ous^s. 


PLANTS  and  FLOWERS  for  all 
occasions  at  the  Lowest  rates. 

Also  agent  for  NURSERY  STOCK 
of  every  description. 

Grounds  can  be  practically  and  neat- 
ly laid  out  by  me. 


Chas.  J.  Anderson,  '"^mL 


Trimmine: 

and 
Paintin£(. 


c^MOOSE  HILL^ 


G.  H.  DERR 
"VILLAGE  BLACKSMITH 

At  the  Old  Stand, 
South  Main  St.  opp.  head  of  Station  St. 

Horse  Shoeing 

...AND... 

All    li:ii:x<is   o£  JOBBIlVGr. 

glLAS  A.  STONE, 

DEALER  IN 

HORSES, 

CARRIAGES 
and  HARNESSES. 


Agent  for  Bowk^r'A  TcKilizei'^. 

Billings  Street,  Sharon,  Mass. 


i  A,  Stevens, 


CARRIAGE, 
SIGN,  andJ^ 
ORNAMENTAL 

PAINTING! 


\t\  all  it5  iifar\cKc5. 


Stone's  Shop 


Cor.  iiillih^^  ai\c|  Cottage  ^St^. 

/ 

Sharon. 


C.  G.  COGGIN- 

Carper)b^r  ai)d  Bu 


promptly  attended  to. 

Any  information  about  Plans  and  Kstimates 
cheerfully  given. 

P.  O.  Ijox  22Zf,  5Karot\, 

References  :— W.  B.  Wickes,  G.  B.  Fowler,  D.  W. 
Pettee,  of  Sharon,  and  E.  D.  Barbour 
Sears  Building,  Boston. 


Zhc 


Large  rooms,  bath  room  and  fur- 
nace. Piazza,  shade,  ample  grounds 
stable,  tennis  court.  The  table 
and  attendance  first-class. 

Open  for  boarders  all  the  year. 


North  Main  St.,  Sharon,  Mass. 

i    (of  Jamaica 
'j  PROPRIETOR. 


Mrs.  E.  M.  FERHALD,  'VpTp^ilT^H!"  ' 


OND  STREET 

■fery  Stable. 


,ouble  and  Single  Carriages  wi;h  or 
without  drivers  furnished  at  short  notice. 
Also 

HACKS, 

BARGES, 

WAGONETTES, 

HAY  RACKS  and 

PARTY  WAGONS. 

The  best  of  care  taken  of  boarding 
horses.    Winter  board  for  horses. 

Depot  carriages  at  trains. 

Carriages  for  large  parties  or  to  the 
midnight  trains  may  be  ordered  by  mail, 
telegraph  or  telephone. 

Fine  horses  for  sale  or  exchange. 

Our  stable  is  near  the  residence  of  W. 
B.  Wickes,  and  ca^rriages  may  be  ordered 
by  telephone  to  him. 

WRIGHT  &  BEZANSON, 

SHARON,  MASS. 


Me.? 


'  ^^  orj 

'f^  notice.  I , 


SHARON 


Estate  - 
Business 

(Established  1870.) 


'AGONS, 


Estate  .  .  . 

Sold,   Leased  and  Cared  For. 

fgages  Negotiated. 

Farms.  Houses,  Woodlands, Bus- 
iness Chances  and  Unimproved 
Property  for  sale. 

;mo  tk  [olses  To  Let.  .  .  . 

iby 

Both  Furnished  and  Unfurnished. 

ice  of  W. 
i€  ordered 


J 


)t  speculate  in  Sharon  property,  but 
sell  and  buy  for  others  only. 


US  ce  of  the  Peace, 
oiding  Places  supplied. 

jnnected  by  L,otig  Distance  Telephone. 


j 


